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plied ro the Stare and Condition of a Sinner's be- =: 
coming a Saint. vx 
WITH L \- 

Profitable Uszs and AyPricationw%. þÞ 
AS'ALSO, | 


J. Whar the Chapter may be applied to, as to the Cleanſing |- ; 
| or Deſtroying of any particular Church of Cyr1srT, in and j. 
; Under the Time of the Goſpel. 
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Epiſtle to theReader.. 
£ S the leaFt of the Works of God are adoPble, ih 
| cauſe they are the Works of him who is her 
Wiſe, Powerful, Fuft and Gcod, much more are the. 
greater Works of God” adorable and admirable +... 
_ There are three great Works of God, preſented to our ___ ud. 
. « Underſtanding, which invites us all, with David, #0 cry alow 
Ss, Many are thy Works, O Lord, and in Wiſdom bat thou n 
" fghem all: And theſe are, rſt, His Vorks of Creation, 3n Mae. 
king the World. 2dly, His Works of Providence in 5g b; 
for She VPorld, in ſuſtaining, governing, and preſerving of * 
' 3dly, In redeeming and eternally ſaving of his Ele in. 
WPorld. In his Creating-work, there is m—_ of his Vi {dom as 
Power manifeſted ; in his Providential-work there 1s much of 
s his Bounty and Goodneſs declared ; and, in this Work of R 
demption, how much of his Love, Grace, Mercy, and Bowels of 
Pity is there in this to be magni, ed, > And unto all this has Go 3 
added his written Book of Scripture, by the Inſpiration of has”: 
own-Spirie in the holy Prophets and Apoſtles, wherein he þ | eh: 
Plainly opened, to our dark Underſtandings; both the Matter 'L 
£ : Method, and the Means to obtain the End of 1t,. which is E Pa 
verlaſting Life and Bleſſedneſi. And thouph this be plaint ” 
' Zncerted in the Word of God, that ſand ifie Babes do « 
' t® the Knowledge of it, yet it is a Book ſealed up from the © 
- ſanFified, Wiſe, and Learned in the World ghat t 


nothing of the ſaving Myſtery and As it ; theſe wh 


Nl. **bave not the Key of Grace to unlock it,. ſhall never « 
T . the Riddles of it, as to be able to 2; 


experience, O 

”: this Eater pos Meer, and out of this ſtrong One comes. 
| Fe but though there is nothing obſcure in the Scripy 
what the. Bj Child of God may underſtand, as nie 


; bis S «vation, yet there are many eng in oo vhs ch 4 
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Eats. morant of, as-a hindrance to their growth in Know-\ 
Pape, to the furtherance of their Conſolation ; and theſe difh-. 


b cz it FL Ngs, not eaſily to be underſtood, conſiſts much, if not moſt- 
bh, of the dark Types of the Old Teſtament : The difficulty of 
- them makes many a Chriſtian to throw by the reading of the 


eheir Eſteem, which was one conſiderable Reaſon which put me 
 wpon that Tack of bringing forth my Book, call'd, The Types 
| Unvailed, above Thirty Years agon, it was to encline the 1g- 
 noranter ſort of Chriſtiansto a greater Freedom, to make them=- 
| | ſelves more familiar with theſe Old Teſtament-Myſteries, in 
© which (a ſo many Pearls hid ina heap of Earth) the Subſtance 
of the whole Goſpel is included ; and the ſame Deſign IT have in 
being willing to let go thi Expoſition to publick View, the 
Prece having lain by me in ſecret for ſome Years, not knowing 
' thateverit might be of any farther Uſe than to benefit my own 
: Children; but, God, which orders all Events by his Providence, 
|. 7t ſeems, was reſolved that this Work of mine, (though but a 
þ Alte prepared for his Treaſury) yet it ſhould not be buried in 
| © Oblivion, but did order it to be fo, (though unknown to me) 
did caft a Servant of his into a Family, unto which T had lent 
| tbe Minuſeript to read for their private Inſtruion, it pleaſed 
; God 20 order it ſo, that the People of the Houſe ſhcuid give 
' ehear Friend a ſight of the Copy ; and when he had read part 
of it, 2t begat a thorow Reſolution in his Mind, not to ret 
-  wntil he had been at the Prefs with it ; and though it be void 
Fo of Letters of Attcſtation, yet it hath pa$t under ſeveral good 
 Minifters Approbrtion : So, cemmending the whole V/ork to 
* "the Bleſſing of God, with thy Scul in the reading of it, which 
 7f at prove a Means of the increaſe of thy Faith in God, thy 
- | Knowledge of God, and Love to God, give the whole Honour to 
” him from whomTreceived this Light, as indeed they mug? who 
- are meſtly acquainted with the Original of my Education, and 
: gave me thy Prayers, (not thy Prazſes ) that God would make 
my Preaching-labours, as well as my ir; ting-labours, very pro- 
F fitable to the Souls of thoſe T labour in the Miniſtry among3t : 
3 and ſe, crave leave to Write my [elf the meaneft of Miniſters, 
ond yet Cirit's and the Churches Servant, ' 
n 20 59 
4 pag nn 3 | T. W, 


ewo Books, (viz.) Exodus and Leviticus, as wholly uſeleſs in 
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Leper, and the Leper's Houſe, 
CLEANSED 


Es. ——— 
—_ 


ExrosiTtion I. 


N Expoſition upon ſome part of the Fourteenth 
Chapter of Leviticus, entituled, The Leper Clean= 
ſed : The Myſtery of which, 1s explained and -: 
plied to the State and Condition of a Sinner's be« 

| coming a Saint, which x ſeconded with ſome profitable Uſes 

and Application : As alſo what the Chapter may be applied to, 
the Cleanſing or Deſtroying of any particular Church of Chrift, 
in and under the time of the Gefpel. Written for the Infor= 
mation of thoſe which ſeldom concern themſelves about the 

Types and Shadows of the Old Teſtament. 


N which Chapter you have theſe rwo Generals inſiſted , 

- upon ; Firſt, The Subject. (1ft. Whar is ſpoken of rhe 
Subject.) Firſt, You have the Subject itſelf, and thar is 
rwofold : Firſt, The Man. Secondly, His Houſe. 

Secondly, You have what is ſpoken of the Subject, name- 
ly, The Man and his Houſe, and thar is rwofold : Firſt, 
The Diſeaſe which hapned to either. Secondly, The Re- 
medy preſcribed ro both : I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Man, 
beginning with him, and in the ſecond place ſpeak of his 
Houfe, which is the other part of rhe Subject ro be treated 
of : And here, Firſt, withreſpect ro the Man, we may ob- 
ferve theſe rwo things : Firſt, His Diſeaſe, and that was a 
Leprofie. Ver. 2, This ſhall be the Law of the Leper, in the © 
Day of hzs Cleanſing. The Myſtery of which, is to lead us 
into the Knowledge of thar ſpiritual Leprofie, which, by o=.. _ 
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+ riginal Sin, is begotten in our whole Man, a Diſeaſe deri- 
Fed from Fathcr ro Son, a Diſeaſe which hath ſpread itſelf 
© over the face of the Earth, leaving neither Man, Woman, 

or Child untouch'a with the Venom of it, fairh ft Jolm 5. 

19. The whole V-orld lieth in I icheaneſs. This ſpiritual 

Leprofic 18 a Diſcaſe, that 30 Man in the World can poſ- 

fibly eſcape ; rhis raketh hold of the higheſt King upon the 

Throne, . as well as the. Beggar upon the Dung. F do 

not ſay, That every Maif is a Leper in a corporal Senſe, no; 
| bur yer the Anti-type of that corporal Leprofic, which rhe 
| Jews were fo ſubject unto, which ſhadowed forth this ſpi- 
ritual Leprofie which 1 am {peaking of, (which is a thou- 
Grd-tincs more diſtructive than the former: ) This isa Le- 
profic which cleaves ro every Man in the World, and as it 
cleaves to every Man, fo it cleaves to every Part in Man; 
ir is a Corruprion and Ditorder {o univerſal, that the-whole 
Soul is bound nnder it, withour any. ſupply of its own to 
reſcue it{elf, becante the whole Facultics of the Soul] are cor- 
& rupred with this unclean leprous Polluticn ; therefore it is 
x q called, The Dominion of S$:n, Rom. 6. 12. A Body of Death, 
*F. Rom. 7. 24. and a Law of Sin bringing the Soul into Ca- 
+ ptivity, Rem. 7. 23. For firſt of all, this Leproſic darkens the 
12 ding. Epreſ. 4. 13. Having the Underſtanding 
darkned, being alienated from the Life of Ged, through the Is- 
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71 norance which is im them, becauſe of the Blindneſs of their | 


Heart : And from hence the Imaginarions of the Heart be- 
come Vain, Rom. 1. 21. and not only Vain, but continu- 
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19.19. and impertinent Queſtions, Tiras 3.9. vain Deceir, 


Col. 2. 8. it wants a Capacity to diſcern things of the great- | 


et Concernmenr, 1 Cor. 2. 14. ſo that the beſt Habits of the 
Underſtanding are corrupted by this leprous Diſeaſe ; rhe 
"Wiſdom of rhe World is nor only Fooliſhneſs,- 1 Cor. 3. 19. 
but Enmity againſt God, yea, earthly, ſenſual, and devil- 
iſh, James 3.15. Theſe, and the like, doth this ſpiritual Le- 
-profie produce in the Underſtanding : rhe Light being either 
.quite our -or dim, the Actings of the Underſtanding become 
irregular ;.and it is one of rhe great Works of Chriſt in our 
'Regenerarion, to give us the Spirit of Power and a ſound 
Mind, 2 Tim. I. 7. . ITT $2 . 
1, So for the Will, this Leprofie hath' as much Jerver: 
; ted 
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ally Evil, Gen. 6. 5. purſuing unprofirable Curioſities, 4s : 5 


"he Teper's Houfe, :Cleanſed, 43:2 
ted that, as ir hath darkened rhe U Tnderſtanding, and thar + 
UPON 2 double account : Firſt, By reaſon of thar Corrapti- 4 E 
on which ts infrhe Us: nderſtanding, tor rhe Proſecution or © 
Averfarion of the Will, is much qualified, and ruled, atcord- 
ing to the Tight thar 48 in rhe Underſtanding ; and it thar 
Light Þe Datkneks, then there muſt neceflari! iy follow a 
or eat miſcarriage inthe Will, 

: 24, By reaſon of thar Captivity that rhe Will lieth-un- 
a6P to rhe Taw of Sin and rhe Fleſh, God gave ro Man a 
rishreous Faw, 'Which was to be a Law and Rule ro'his 
Mid, planted i in him ro direct and guide him in all thihgs 
anſwerable ro the revealed Will of God ; bur by reaſon of 
this Leprofie's corrupting the Will, it is nownot ſubjectro*the' 
}-2w of -God, neither indeed can it be, - Rom. 2. 7; nay;; the 
* Willisſo ntichmaſtercd and preſſed dowfi, by being poſſefſe@ 
; 6f this Leprofie, through rhis pow erful Law of Sin'which ir 
nhers ito rhe Sol ; inſomuch when it meers with the Law 
{ 6fGodcomins intorhe Hearr, it takes an occaſion thereby to 
work in the Soul all manner of Concupilcence, R: -m. 4.6, and 
all this, mieerly Gur of M alice and Colicy, ro ma ke the Law 
of God (which ſhould reſtrain rhe Soul from Sin, and reſcye 
rhe Soul) more odious to rhe Sovl, and the Soul ro it; 25 
Conquerers uſe to do, who introduce Laws, Cuſtoms; and 
IE anguages of their own, the more ro eftrange rhe Co Ong UEL=- 

401 
eS t 


ed from : any Memory ot "rheir former Ditty and I'r--d6ms ; 
burnow, when Chriſt comes into the Son], he t-!cnes rhe 
you] from the Dominion (rhough ' nor from the being) of 
Sin: Rom. 6.14. Sin fſhail not have Domtnicn over You for 
(7 ce nor under the Law, but und» Grace, | 
3</r, This Leprofie ha: hnot only darkned our Undertand=- 

ings, and corrupred our Wills, but it harh poiſoned our Aﬀe- 
#:0ns allo: The great and Maſter-piece of our Aﬀections is 
Love, and the prime Object of iris God; and inour original 
Creation our Love was rightly placed upon God,rthe only DiG © 4 
cernerof our Love ; and "when our Love was rightly qualft-- -.2 
ed, it was moſt intenſe Love ,ACCording ro the Law and Com-" J 
mand of Goa, Deus. 6. 5. Thou ſha it love the Lord thy God, 
rrth all thy Fart, with all thy Sout, and withal thy M:#ht : Bir” 
now this Leprofic, though we have loſt the proper Object 
of rhis Aﬀection, yer nor rhe Aﬀection irielf, bur inas much; 
2;our LoyC hath loſt its Guige ; hence it is, thar i wanders 
B 2 aftcs 


EE: 


ES | The Leper, and 
= , after ſomethingelle, like Noah's Dove, ſeeking reſt amongſt 

' the Crearures, and Pleaſures of rhe Fleſh, bur findeth none, 
and art laſt rakes up in onrſelves, making them the ſole Ob- 
jects. of our Love and Aﬀection ; ſo thar as our Love is 
miſplaced with reſpect to irs Object, ſo it miſtakes in the 

aa; of that Object ; for no Man doth truly love him- 

elf, who doth nor truly love God ; becauſe the true Ef- 
fect of Love, 1s to do all the good we can to the Thing we |} 
Love. Now the chiefeſt Good roourſelves, lierh in our Con- 
formity unto the Will of God, wherein indeed lieth rhe | 
beauty, happineſs, and bleſſedneſs of rhe Soul : Thus when *! 
a Man hath loſt the true Object of his Love, no wonder he . 
wanders up and down, it a Wilderneſs of Miſtakes, and ſo |, 
at laſt makes himſelf the ſole Object of his Aﬀection. Rom. 1. ; 
25. Who hath changed the Truth of God into a Lie, and wor- |; 
ſpipped and ſerved the Creature more than the Creator, who 
bleſſed for ever, Amen. So that, that Man, who terminates 
his Love apon himſelf, Serves and Worſhips himſelf : Thus f 
the Order and Beauty which God ar firſt planted in Man, : 
it being corrupted and turned into ſo much Diſorder mm the | 
Soul by this Leprofie, this makes that Confuſion in all rhe f 
other Afﬀections and Paſſions of the Mind ; Bur this is not © 
| þ 


all, Bur, | 0 
4thly, As Paul ſpeaks to Titus, Tit. 1. 15. This Leprofie | 
hath defiled rhe ſciences of Men, it hath firſt darkned | 
the divine Light of God in the Soul, in a great meaſure, | 
which hath much weakned the Evidence that Conſcience l 
ſhould give for God, and made it ſo much rhe more un- | 
certain mm its Teſtimony ; ſo alſo kath :t weakned it in its þj 
Power, -thar it ftirs not as otherwiſe it would do, like a 
Man over-powered and benumbed with much heavineſs to | 
Sleep. Hence ini ſome Men, 'tis {aid to be ſeared, as with a |: 
hor Iron ; as ſeared Fleſh is dead Fleſh, ſo are rhe Con- |: 
ſciences of ſome Men in their Breaſts, dead, powerlels, un- 
able ro act or ſpeak. "Therefore rhis ſpiritual Leprofie, is 
very lively ſhadowed out by the Fewiſh corporal Leprofie, 
for the over-ſpreading Nature of it ; a corporal Leprofie 
runs over all the parts of the Body, ſo dorh rhis ſinful Le- 
profie as you have: ſeen, it ſpreads itſelf over all rhe parts 
and powers of the Soul, leaving no part of it untainred : 


—_ 


The fame which the Prophet ſpake ot the State of Ie, 
| "M0 


; 
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the Leper's Houſe, Cleanſed. 58 
as a Body Politick, with reſpect to its Pollution by Sing Iſa. 
1. 6. From the ſole of the Foot unto the Head, there s' no © 
ſoundneſs in it; but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores 5 © 
they. have not been cleſed, neither bound up, neither mollifeed 
with Ointment, | | | _ 


Thus having diſcovered the ſpiritual Leprofie, which cleaves 
to every Man by Nature, I ſhall next give you the Grounds: 
and Reaſons of it. | 


Reaſon 1.] Þf of all, rhe Reaſon and Ground of this ſpi= ..* 
| ritual Leprofie, rook irs riſe from the Sin of 
Adam, upon a double account: Firſt, Naturally. Second= 


ly, Morally. Firſt, Naturally, as we are the Off-ſpring of © 


Adam, our firſt Father in the Fleſh; for we were vertually 
included in him, as a mulrtipliciry of Sceds in the firſt Seed,; 3 
and ſo reaſonably muſt partake of the ſame narural Qualt-. 

ty which were in him : For if it be granted, rhar his Poſte- 

rity, deſcending from him by ordinary Generation, had par-- 
rook of the Qualities of Righreouſneſs, Wiſdom, and Ho- 

lineſs from him, had he nor fallen, rhen, is it not as rea- 

ſonable ro conclude, thar we muſt neceſſarily partake of his' 
Sin and Pollution (the Effects of his Fall) which faſtened. 
upon him by his Tranſgrefſion ? And that you may fee the 
Arteſtation which the Spirit of God gives to this as a Trurh, 
read Gen. 5..3. And Adam lived a hundred and thirty Years, 

and begat a Son in his own Likeneſi, after his Image. 


Now for 442m to beget a Son after his own Image, (if 1 
- * we reſpect his external Form, and parts of his Body) this 


carried no ſuch note of Obſervation in it, for, who would 
expcct rhar ir would be otherwiſe ? Becauſe ordinary ir is 
nor, unleſs the Birth be monſtrous ; bur the thing to be 
nated in the Text 1s this, That as Adam, by his Tran(- 
grefſion, became a poor, depraved, ſinful, leprous Creature 
himſelf, ſo his Child, which naturally ſprang from him, de- : '_. 
rived from him rhe ſame leprous Pollution, which Adam by 
his Fall, procured to himſelf, and unavoidably ro every 
one elſe which ſhould ſucceed him : But then, Secondly, It 
1s ſo upon a moral account ; becauſe Adam and all his Po- 
ſteriry were in Covenant with God rogerher, and in that 
Covenant, both himſelf and all his $ged,made up (as it were) 
rn Ee « | one _'Þ 


0 WY bbs * 5 oy £ 
dh Sy Au wand . 
, y _ us — _ 0 - I 2444 Abe as rh it WS - 
7 EEE T EPY p; P. OTIS 32"; 4 ; q ” ho 


- — > . A ws . : TY 4 * ks 4 g my hy . ” : Wo". Y \ *_ ” 
wt = b2 4 ” 
mo , IS. + 
5 . : : : : iP) ">. S444 — 
i s 3 $4 epe +3 . 
k.. I ny i 9 


zone entire Man in the Account of God. Adam's Perſon 're- 


preſenting (under that Covenant) every Man, Woman, and 
Child, thar ever did or ſhould ſpring from him to the end 
of rhe Worid ; ſo that when he fell, we all fell in him; 
and when he broke Covenant with his Creator, we then 
broke Covenant with him and in him, and conſequently 
when the Penalry of Covenant-breach ( which was the 
Curie and Dearh) fell upon him, ir fell npon us in him 
ar the ſame time. So reaſons the Apoſtle, Rom. 5. 17. For 
zf by one Min's Offence, Death reirned by one. So. ver. 18. 


$7 - Therefore as by the Offence of one, Fudgment came_upon. all 


Men to Condemnation. So ver. 19. For as by one Man's Diſc- 
bedience many were made Sinners. See ver 12. alſo. . So thar, 
upon this moral Account, as by Adam's Sin, we were made 
Guilty, ſo by the ſame Tranſgreflion, are we become'*le- 
proully Filrhy, Ezek. 16. 6. I ſaw thee polluted in thy Blood. 
Hence fairh our Saviour, Maze.'15. 19. Ont of ' the Heart 


roceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, 


faiſe Witneſs, Blaſphemres. 


Reaſon 2. Why this ſpirirnai Leprofie is fo unavoidable, - 


it's becau't ir is an Bvil propagated from Farher to Child, 
by a narura} Generation; it runs in a Line from'one ro-a- 
nother-; it is ſuch an entailed Evi, as cannor be cur off by 
any thing that Man can do; it is as impoſſible for Man 
not to beger a leprous ſinful Subſtance, as it is for him nor 
to begect a narural fleſhly Subſtance, it his Loins be fruirful 
to beget any thing arall. Ir isthe'Order which God hath 
planted in Nature, that every Kind ſhould bring forth his 
Ike: Therefore if a Man be an Inftrament ro produce any 
thing by Generation, ir muſt be in his own Likeneſs ; for 
though Man originally was nor unclean, (but as Solomon 
ſpeaks, he was made Juft and Upright) yer as the caſe now 
ſrands with Man, he being corrupred with this finful Le- 
profie, he cannor beger his own Likeneſs unleſs he do natu- 
rally and inftramentally produce an ngly Leper like him- 


ſelf. h 
From hence we infer theſe rwo Ules : 
it V/e, This informs us then of the Ground and Rea- 
ſon of that great Diſtance thar there is berwixr God and 
Men, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Epiref. 2. 13. We are afar off 
from God ; and as we are ar a great diſtance from __ 
ts ſo 
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the Leper's .Houfe, dleanfed, 


fo is he at as' great a:diſtance drom us ; all which ariſerh* 
from the Impurity and Defilement of our' Natures; upon: * 2 
rhe account of this Leprofie. God is a holy God, and!we: 
arc ſinful and unholy Creatures; the Narure-of - God: will 
nor permit of any Fellowſiiip with finfu] Men, He # of purer: 
Eyes than to behoid Tniquity, Hab. 1.'13. neither can Evil 
dwell with him, ai. 50 2. Tour Iniquitics have ſeparated. 
betwixt you and your God, and your Sins have hid bis Face * 
from you. So 2 Cor: 6. 14. What fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs + * 
with Unriphteoxſneſs, end what communion hath Light with 
Darkneſs. 

24 U/e, Ler it ſerve ro teach us Humility. Alas! What 
little cauſe have Lepers ro be proud, or to harbour a high- 
minded frame of Spirit in the Icaft degree > Whar if they 
wear berter Clothes than other Folk, and' walk with rheir 
ſweer perfuming Smelis abour them, yer according ro the 
Law about Leprofie, Levie. 13. 45. they were to cry 
our {ro every one they met) Unclean, unclean, Uzziah, 
though a Rang, and in his Royal Robes, yer when a Le- 
profe brake our upon him, he was driven out from his 
Tarone to hve in a ſeparated Hovſe alcne, from rhe Socie- 
ry of all other Men, 2 Chren. 26. 20,21. So thar the beft 
that can be ſaid of Lepers, let them be never ſoRich, No- 
ble, or gorgiouſly Arrired, richly Perfumed, yea though rhey 
are mounted upon the Throne, yer till there is a Lepro- 
fie cleaving to them, yea when they mount up their Heads 
ar the higheſt, they are bur Lepers. Ir. may be that 
thy Gitts and Parts do exceed many of thy Equals, in go- _ *? 
ing beyond them for Learning, and Knowledge, and Ur- ** * 
rerance ; yer fcr all this, remember thar a Leprofie is upon © # 
thee, thou art but a knowing, learned, eloquent Leper at 
the beſt ; and rhou haſt always cauſe to rent thy Clothes, 
and to make thy Head bare, and to pur a Covering upon 
thy Upper-lip, and to cry our, Unclean, unclean, eccord- 
ing to Levi?. 13. 45. T{aiah had as large a Portion of Gifts 
and Parts, as the Proudeſt of ycu all had cr have to boaſt 
of, yer you may read, urccr all his higheſt Attainments, 
what, a' humbling Confideration this was ro him, that he 
{ti1] had rhe remainders of his Leprofie upon him, T/a. 6... 
Then ſaid T, Wo # me, for T am undone, becauſe T am a Mau 
ef unclean Lips, and I dwell in the midit of a People of uy= 
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F clean Lips. And as this wap Matter of Humiliaticn to thar 
* Propher, fo ſhould ir be to every one elſe ; for if a corpo- 
ral- Leprofie be ſo debaſing a thing, much more muſt a oY 


þ ritual Leprofie be fo, becauſe rhe more ſpiritual an Evil IS, 


the more vile and debaſing : Oh! how Humble ſhould rhe 
Thoughts of this make us, under our greateft Enjoyments 
and Artainments in this Lite. 


P & RK To Il. 


Thus having ſpoken to the Diſeaſe; we next come to ſheak of 


the Remedy againf#t it. 


A Pour which we may nore theſe three things : Firſt, 

There was ſomerhing to be done by the Leper himſelf, 
in order ro his Cleanſing. Secondly, You have the Perſon 
noted by whom rhe Cure was io be wrought. Thirdly, 
You have the Means nored alſo, which was ro be zſ{cd in 
order to the Cure of rhe Leper. Firſt of all, we arc to 
confider whar was to be done by the Leper himlelf in order 
ro his Cure, which hath rwo rhings in ir: Firſt, He was to go 
or be brought ro the Pricf{t, that his Diſeaſe might be di- 
covered, and lookr intro. Secondly,. And if ir proved to 
be the Leprofie, then was he to go our of the Camp, and 
be leparared from the Pcople. 

- Firſt of all, He was to go or be brought to the Prieſt, 
that his Diſeaſe might be ditfcovered and lookr into, in or- 
der to his Recovery: Levir. 13. 2. When a Man which ſhall 
have in the Shin of his — a Swelling, or a Scab, or a white 
Spot in the Shin of his FleſÞ, if it be like the Plague of Leprofie, 
then ſhall he be brought to the Prieft, Now the Levirtical 
Prieft, who was to be the Inſtrument of rhis corporal Cure, 
was a Type of Jeſus Chriſt, our Goſpel High-Prieft, who a- 
lone can heal rhe ſpirirual Leprohie of our polluted and de- 
filed Narvres ; and indeed, one great part of the Apoſtle's 
Work, in his Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, 1s roſhew the Levitical 
Prieſthood, typical of the Prieſt-hood of Chrift, not only in 
the Work of offering Gifts and Sacridces for rhe People ; 
bur alſo, in thar compaſſionating Care thar Chriſt ſhould 
exerciſe over his Members, in healing and helping them 
under their Infirmities, Heb. 5. 1, 2. From whence we ſtall 
Taiſe this Obſeryarion : \ 


Doct. 
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Fi pes" cy REACH. 
zo. Feſus Chrift, 44.3 4 a : 
Where could the I/zgeh; 0. 
repair for ! 1p againſt 
unto. their Lenkcat, Prieſts? eavelled.rhrongh 
the. whole Wopld for Cure, . $6 ring 5 10m Sin-£0.0 - 
rain ir, from the, Hands of any whom-God. had .noy appgint- 
ed xp adminiſterair 5 bur Ae never. appotneed: any, bur 
their, Prieſts r0,be the; laſtrumer 3514 Work, and none | 
bur them ; rherefore, .ro:negled& the 


abide ftill under che power of ok Len 
caſe of our;ſpjriraal Leproſies,. 34.0 i; 
Gad- hath appointed-1o: N 


gainft it... it.is-he;alone thar.is the angi 
leal with our,Soul-pollytion,” pas ingot . _ 
it: Heb. 2417, 43: I/herefore in-all ths s:0t THER him... 
to be made like. unto bis B etbren that. *nzght he. a merci, © 
ful and faithful. HighePrieſt in things Eng ta;;God, ta. 
make Reconciliation. far, t he Sins 0 f obe {55% ce... Far.-in that. 
| himfelf. hath: Safferedhei | 
them that .are- tempt -- Mi 
v4rion in any other 3 for figs js no > other Name under Te x 3 


FI. er is our only Hi Prieſt appointed be ph C2 *% 
ed of God. for Soul-cure, -10 it is our coming to him which © - -3 
gives us the Benefit iu. arder to our Recovery ; the reaſon + 442 
1s, becauſe our coming to-him is made/rhe. Condiricn of Ks: - 
Matt. 11. 28. Come wnto me all ye that Labour, and are heas 
vy Laden, and I will give you Reft. Iiai. 55. 1. Ho, every one. | * 
thaz: thirſteth, let him came to the Waters, He that t 4 Thirtt, 
let him come, and he that will, let him come, and take LE the. 
IFaters of Life freely, Rev. 22, 179. Thus you ſec, fog. 218 | 
Chrift our High-Prieſt be every-way qualified and appe Wo. 
ed by his Father for our Healing, who hath faid of rt, >. 
I haps Agid belp upon one that is Mighty ; yer ſtill it is our . 7 
Sting ro Chriſt for help, which effects the Cure i in 1 
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(Mark) the leprons Perſon was to' be bronght to the Prieft, 
Lev. 13. 45. and rhou miſt be brought #& Chri #: or thou mnt 
endure thy Lepreſie for ever ; and: ſo I come ro make me 
Application upon” this particular Point, 

Uſe, Fhis informs then, whence itis,- and why jr is, that 
we have ſo many ſpiritual 'Lepers amonegft its, ' ſo many 
Men and Women, who Tive in their Sins; Walk after the 
Fleſh, raking pleaſure 'ih Iniquiry, fulfilling the Deſire of 
their fleſhly Minds, - and are ft1!] wandring after rhe Courſe 
of this World, yielding up of themſelves to the Govern- 
ment of the Prince of the power of the Air, the Spirir thar 
works in the'Hearts of the Children'of Dfobedience. Fhe 
reaſon licth here}. rhey come-not ro the Prieſt for a Cure, 
they make'no-uſe of: Jeſiis Chriſt for healliig Grace ; there 
is a deep Fountam opened to the Heufe of David, and tothe 
Inhabitants of Feruſalem, for Sin, and Uncleanneſs, Zech. 113. 
1. bur they will make no uſe of ir ; which Fountain being 
the free Grace of God, running forth through the Merit 
of Chriſt's Bloco, publiſhing it{elf ro our Souls by rhe preach- 
3ns of the Word and: Goſpel of our Lord'Jefus Chriſt, rhis 
Grace and freely profercd Mercy, they neglect, flight, and 
coritemn, which isthe only ordinary Means of their Clean- 
fing and Healing ; now of rheſe Chriſt-ſhighring and Grace- 
undervaluing Souls, tlicrc are,two ſorts: Firſt, Thoſe who 


 wilfuily reſufe and flight: the Means of rheir Cleanſing, 


which is the Miniſtry of the Werd ; of ſuch we read 11 


Tolm 5. 10. They wor! net come to Chrift that they might have. 


I 
3 


Life: that is as you read in Feb 's. 6E. They went back from 
Chi, that is, they rurned their Backs upon the Miniſtry 
of Chriſt, ſor 'ris ſaid, rhey walked no more with him ; 
and S»lomm tells you, Thar ſuch a refuſe Inj/truction deſpiſe 
their own Sonls, Crov. 15. 32, Thus, through the pride and 
haughrincs cf rhe Hearts, they ſlight the Meansthar thould 
cleanſe them ; many of them are to Self-conceired, thar 
rhey think they know alrcacy as much as the ableſt Mm1- 
fter of Chrift can rel] ther, and are as ready to ſay, Wnat 
can the beſt of them ail ſay any more ro them, than rhey 
have heard long ago * Newher for the future dothey expect, 


I 


that their longer waiting upon their Preaching, 'can be any 


tw, & 


addirion to rhar meaſure of Knowledge, which by "their 
Miniftry they haye artramcd unto already : Thu#by their de- 


: ipiſing 


— —— 


the Leper's Yeuſe, Cleanſed. 14: "IJ 
{piſing of, Inſtruction, .they deſpite rheir own Souls, and dif- 
cern it not.,, .Mighrt.nor the pcor Crippie, who lay ar the 
Pool of Betheſda thirty eight Years, have flighred his wair- 
ing upon thar Means long within that tzme, upon the ſame 
account ? For had he come oft from the Pool, and in his 
coming off ſhould have mer. with any one, which mighr 
have exhorted*hini ro a return again, and to haye waited 
a while longer upon-thar healing Pool, might nor-he. have 
replied, Do not I know whar the Pool of Beche/da is 2 
Have I nor ſeen the Waters of ir, with rhe frequent Signs 
of the Angels troubling of them ? Canany Man acquaint me 
with any Pafſage or Circumſtance abour rhar Pool, which T 
knaw not as well as themſelves 2 And whatever others are 
pleaſed ro fay or affirm abour-the healing Vertue of ir, yer 
for my part, I lay a Waiter upon it for thirty eight Years, 
and am come off a Cripple art laft.. Bur yer you may read, 


| that his long waiting upon it, and keeping cloſe to. it, in 
| obedkence ro God's Ordinance, relating to it, had a full 


Recompence, with a perfect Cure ; the Story you have at 


| large in John 5. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, $ Verſes. This Pool of Berheſ= 
| da was a lively Figure of the Preaching of the Word, with 


the reſt of the Ordinances of the Goſpel, which are called 
the Healing Waters, Ezck. 47. 9. and the Fountain which 
is opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs, Zech. 13. 1. And as the 
Warersof B:theſda healed notuntil the Angel came down in- 
rothem, giving a preſent Verrue to them for that purpoſe ; 
ſo the Word and Ordinances of the Goſpel, muſt receive 
their Power and Verrue from rhe Preſence of Chrift in them, 
who is rhe Angel of the Covenant ; this and only this 
makes them hcaling to our leprous Souls, Fohn 15. 3. Now 
are you Clean through the Word which I nave ſpoken unto you. 
Beware then, as you value your Souls, that you give not way 
ro a haughty Spirit, in {lighring and neglecting rhe hcal- 
ing Waters of the Sanctuary, icr fear left you Periſh and \ 
1ie in your Leproſfies : Oh! read and tremoiec at that word 
in Web. 2. 3. How ſhall we Eſcape if we neple& jo preat Sals 
UVAi10N, | » 
_ 2://y, Thereare a ſecond fort of Lepers which arenot heal- 
ed ify the cleaniing Means of the Word and Ordinances of 
the Goſpel, and they are your carclefs Hearers ; which rho” 
'h2y artend upon the Means =_ Miniſtry of the Word, 


I 2 * The Yeper, and | 
yer they do net ſer:oufly intend any ſaving Benefit ro their 
Souls thereby. There are many whoſe Conſciences will 
nor allow them to neglect an Ordinance, yer never propoſe 
ro themſeives any ſpiritual End in rheir waiting upon them : 
There are {everal rhar will travel ſome Miles to be ar a re- 
ligous Meeting, where the Word is preached, but never de- 
ign ihe Ccnverfion and Regenerarion of their Souls there- | 
by. Sach as rheſe who have no higher End in waiting upon 
the Goſpel, bur only to keep Peace with their Conſciences, 
are in the Eyes of Chriſt no better than Refuſers of thar 
kealing Means, which he holds forth ro them in the Go- 
ſpel, rhere being {in his account) little difference berwixr 
nor regarding the end of rhe Means and an open refuſal of 
ir.; of ſuch we read in Ezck. 33. 31, 32. They come unto 
thee, as the People cometh, and fit before thee as my People, 
and they bear thy Words ; but they wil! nct do them, for with 
their Mouths they ſhew much Love, but their Hearts goeth af- 
ter their Covetoriſneſs ; for lo thou art unto them as a wry love- 
ly Song of one that hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on 
gn Inftrument, for they hear thy Words, but they dothem nor. 
2d:y, Aſecond thing obſervable abour the Leper, is this : 

After he had been wirh the Prieſt, and if his Diſeaſe was 
found ro be a Leprofie, he was then to be ſeparared from 
thc reſt of his Brethren, Lev. 13. 46. All the Days wherein 
the Plague ſhail be in him ; be ſhall be Defiled, he s Unclean, 
he ſha! dwe!! 1lme, without the Camp ſhall his Habitation be. 
Now 1: we apply this ro the Anti-rype, we may note rhis 
Truth from ir : | 

Do&. That theſe Perſons, which are under the Power of their 
firitucl Leproſies and Pollutions, are not only unfit for Feilow- 
h; p and Communicn withGod, but with his People alſo. 

This 's a Eruth fo clcar, as if it were written with the 
Beams of the ſhining Sun : As, firſt of all, Thar God and 
ſpiriraa! Lepers (whoſe Leprofie is reigning in them) can 
have no Fellowſhip nor Communion together : T/a. 59. 2. 
Tour Triquities have {eparated berween you and your God, an 
your Sins have hid bis Fac? from you. Hab, 1. 14. Thou art 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, nor cant thou. behold 
Evil. 2 Cor. 14. 15. Woat Fellowſhip hath Righteoufncſ 
with Unrightecuſncf, and what Commuricn kath Light with 
Darkneſi, and what Concord hath Chrift with Belial. Yea, 
| SS» 4 Es | though 
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the Leper's. Yonſe, Cleanſed. | 
rhough he be a King in his Royal Robes, .and hath this Le- 
roſie on him in the Dominion of ir, God will have no Fel- 
owſhip with him though he firs upon the Throne, P/al. 94. 
20. Shall the Throne of Intquity have Fellowſhip with thee, 
which frameth Miſchjef by a Law ? Thus, as God will have 


no Fellowſhip with Lepers himſelf, ſo hath he prohibited - ' 


his People from the fame ; this you ſee in Lev. 13. 46. Thar 
as ſoon as the Leprofie did appear upon any 1ſrael:te, he 
was to be ſeparated from the Camp, he was-to have no 
more Communion with his Brerhren, nor they with him 
until his Leprofie were heated : And dorh not the Apoſtle 


ſeem to apply this in a ſpiritual Senſe to the People of God, -** 


as a Rule ro be obſerved by the Churches of Chriſt in rhe 
times of the Goſpel > Dorth he nor ſay in 2 Cor. 6. 15. What 
part hath he that believeth with an Infidel 2 So 2 Thell. 3. 
14. If any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that 
Man, and have no Company with him, that he may be aſhamed. 
So 1 Cor. 5.11, But now I have written unto you, not to keep 
Company ; if any Man that 1 called a Brother, be a Fornica- 
tor, or Covetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or 
an Extortioner, with ſuch a one, no not to Eat. Thus you 
ſee how plain and clear it is, Firſt, That God will not; and, 
Secondly, His W1ll is, that his People ſhould nor have any 


Fellowſhip with ſpiritual Lepers. - And ſo we come ro the. 


Reaſon upon which rhis Truth is borromed. 

The Reaſon is this, That as one ſcabbed Sheep may 
ſpoil a whole Flock, ſo may one ſpiritual Leper ſpoil a whole 

hurch : The Apoſtle rold the Corinthians, that one ince- 
ſtuous Perſon amongſt them, mighr leaven all the reſt of the 
Society ; if not with the ſame ſpiritual Pollution, yer with 
ſo much Guilr for their allowing of him amongſt them, 
which might procure ſome heavy Judgment upon them; 
x Cor, 5. 6. It's rrue, while we are in the World, we cannor 
avoid a common Commerce with them, upon a civil ac- 
count, bur we ought ro avoid a ſpiritual Communion with 
them, in the higheſt Chriſtian Dedmee, upon any ac- 
count, becauſe they are Lepers. 

Uſe, This rhen may ſerve for Inſtruction ro the Church- 
cs of Chriſt : Firſt, Who rhey ſhould keep our. Secondly, 
Who rhey ſhould rhruſt our of their Fellowſhips and Com- 


mun1on. 


14 _ . © The -Teper, and- > ++ 
Firſt of all, this Trarhimay reach them who rhey ſhould 
keep out of their: Fellowſhips and Communicn : namely, 
The leprous Perion. , None can deny. bur that. the Houſe of 
Ira: were the viſible Church.of Gad ; and: few bur will 
grant, Thar 2 ſpiritual Leprofie,. is far more datigerous, 
rheretore more to be avoided, rhan that which is corporal ; 


fo then, if the Church of God .under.the Law, were 1G 
drive our trom their: Communion, thoſe which had the leſs 
dangerous Leproſie, then {prely rhe Churches of Chriſt in 
Goſpel-rimes, ought ro keep our thoſe from their Commu- 
nion which have 'the more dangerous Leprofie upon them ; 
therefore the ſame which the Apoſtle ſaith of him thar is a 
Brother, may very well be applied ro one (that with re- 
ſpect to particular Church-communion) would be a Bro- 
ther, If he be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or a Drunkard, or a 
Railer, or an Tdelater, or an Extartioner, with ſuch a one, no 
n0t-to Ent, 1 Cor. 5.11. * | LE op 

2dly, This ſcrves ro inſtruct the People of God, who they 
are which they ſhould rhruſt our of their Fellowſhips and 
Communiecn, (v:z) Every ſpiritual unclean Leper, that wall 
not-be cleanicd ; you have ſeen, rhar as ſoon as the Lepro- 


fie was broken. ont upon rhe Body of the Jewiſh Leper, he 


was immediately. put our of the Camp of I1//acl, which 
Camp was the -Church of God : Lev. 13. 46. As long as 
his Diſeaſe ſhall ke upon him, he ſhall be defiled, he is unclean, 
he ſhall dwell alone, witnout the Camp ſhall be his Habitation. 
So alſo you -may read, kow agrecable to rhis Levirica] 
Rule, is rhe Order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in his Go- 


ſpel-churches,  Matz. 18. 15, 16, 17. with 1 Cor. 5. 1, 2, 


3,4, 5 Verſes. ; This ſpecial Care which oughr ro be taken 
by che Churches, in kceping cloſe ro this Rule, is nor only 
enjoyned upon the Miniſters of the Golpel, bur it was the 
great Duty of the Priefts and Prophers under rhe Levirical 
Adminiſtration, Fer. 15. 19. If thou take forth the Precious 
frem-the Vile, thou ſhalt be as my Mouth ; let them return to 
thee, but return not thou unto them, Ezck. 44. 6, 7. with Ver. 
9. And thou ſhalt ſay to the Rebeilious, even to the Houſ” of Ij- 
rael, thus faith che Lord, O yet Touſe of Iſrael, let it ſujjice you 
for' all your tbeminations, in that you have brougl:t into my 
Saniumy Strangers unciicumciſed in Heart, and uncircumci- 
ſed in '2j'5, to be my Santluary to portute it, even 11; Houſe, 
Þ.,- when 


i 


the Leper's-Houfe, 'Tieanſed., i 
when'ye offer my Bread, the-Fat and the Blood, and they have 
broken my Covenant, becauſe of all your Abominarions!' Only 
this Rule is to be obſerved, before rd Leper”is*ro be ſepa- 
rated, Matt. 18. 15, 16. Go and tell bim*his' Fault 'berween 
thee and him alone ; if he fhall hear thee,” hot ha# gained thy 
Brogher, but if he hear thee not, then telfit tothe Church, Ir 
i5nor ſimply the Offence cormmirred, which-proves'a Ground 
of caſting our rhe {piritual Leper ; bur ir's his perfifting in” 
his Offence, his refuſing ro return, and his unwillingnels to 
be cleanted. Eft ONT 4D. 5 | 

Thus far rotching the Action of rhe Lepef; inorder ro his 
Cleanſing : Firft, He was to: be brought'ro the Prieſt, Se-' 
condly, If his Diſeaſe were foand tobe a Leprofie, then was 
he -ro be ſeparared from all Communion and- Fellowſhip - 
with his Brethren. 103 feb « 

2dly,, Wenexr cometo the Action of rhe Prieft; by whom 
rhe Cure was to be wrought, and here we-fhall*handle the 
Action of rhe Prieft, rogerher. with the Means he was to uſe” 
in order'to the Cleanfing of the Leper,' Lev. 14. 4, 5, 6, 7- 
Then ſhall the-Prieft command to :ake for him that is to be 
| cleanſed, two Birds alive, and clean, and Cedarewood, and Scar- 
| ler, and Hyſſop. And the Prieft ſhall command that one of 
the Birds be killed in an earthen Veſſel, over running Water. 
As for the living Bird he ſhall take, and the Cedar-wood, and 
the Scarlet, and the Hyſſop, and ſhall dip them-and the living 
Bird, in the Blood of the Bird that was filled over the running 
Eater. And he ſhall ſprinkle upon him' that # to be tleanſet 
from the Leprofie, ſeven times, and ſhall pronounce him Clean, 
and ſhall, let the (ioing. Bird looſe into the open Field. Now 
for rhe opening of this Myftery, we ſhall begin with rhe 
rwo Birds, which ivme think were rwo Sparrows, and 
they are called Clean, with. reſpe& tro that Starure, Lev. 
11. Which made the difference berwixr Things allowed and 
diſallowed to be Eaten; thoſe Crearures which were allow- 
ed to be Eaten, were called Clean, of which kind were 
theſe Birds thar are here uſcd in the cleanfing of the Leper. 
Now theſe rwo Birds are very ſignificant of the twotold 
Work of Chriſt in our ſpiritual Cleanſing trom our leprous 
and polluted Natures. [3 16 FR 

For firſt of all, you read thar the firſt Bird was killed, 
winch ſhadowed our rhe Dearh of Chriſt ; for as the Le-_ 

| Der 


per could not be healed of his corporal Leproſie without 
rhe ſhedding of the Blood of the innocent Sparrow, no more 
could we behealed of our ſpiritual Lepretic of Sin, withour 
the thedding of the Blood of an inaocen:. Saviour, 41-Fohn 1. 


'n. And the Bloud of Feſus Chritt cieanſtth us from all Sin, 


Rev. 5. 9. For thou watt Slain, and ha#t redeemed us to God 
by thy Blood. Heb. 9. 22. And without ſhedding of . Blood s 
no Remiſſion. SE Sf 

24ly, The living Bird was to be ter looſe, or to be let to 
fly away into the open Field, which fignitied the Action of 
Chriſt in order ro his Work of Intercetlipn, who was like- 
wiſe ro be lex;go. from the Grave, "cha Som rhence he 
might rake his-flight for Heaven, there ro fir ar the right- 
hand of God,,to-make Interceflion for. us, according .to 


Heb. 95.25. For as by his Death upon the Croſs, he made 


a full and' complear Satisfaction for all our Sins ; fo by his 
Aſcention tro: :Heaven, he there is making continual Inter- 
cetlion for Sinners; and as by. his Death upon the Croſs, 
he made Peace with God for us, ſo by his Interceflion, he 
maintains thar Peace in Ged for us. And, again, as he by 
his bleſſed Sacrifice (in offering up of himſelf.) did chereby 


purchaſe our Right to all the Promiſes, relating ro Lite and 
 Godlineſs, fo, by his Interceflion he powerfully prevails with 


his Father, thar the Good of them might come down up- 


F.. onus. 


34ly, And whereas you read, Thar the living Bird, with 


the Scarler, rhe Cedar-wood, arid the FIN, all which. 


was to be diprt into the Blood of the ſlain Bird ; this being 
done, it made the Scarler, rhe Cedar-wocd, and the Hyt- 
ſop, fo effectual in the Cleanſing of the Leper. - This great 
Myſtery, fignifies thus much ro us, when applied to its 
Anrti-iype,. That whar Benefit upon a ſaving account there 
is in Chriſt, or of Chriſt, which any do receive in order to 


their effectual Redemption, and Soul-cleanſing, ir doth all 


originate in, or originally proceed from the Vertue, Worth, 
and Merir of the Sufferings and Blood of Chriſt, as rhe 
procuring cauic of all. — cg we any Benefit by any Of- 
ticeof Chrift, or Righreonſneſs in Chriſt, Grace from Chriſt, 
or relation ro Chriſt ? All this flows from the Spring and 
Fountain of a Chrift' crucified and flain for Sin ; for you 
Plainly ſec, that all the Mcans which was uſed * the 
clcan- 


I AS. we 


the Leper's Youfe, Cleanſed: 
Cleanſing of the corporal Leper, rook irs Efficacy from the 
Bloud of the ſlain Bird, rhe Scarler, the Cedar-wood, and 


the Hyſſop, were all dipr in the Bloud of rhe flain Bird. 


From whence we may note this Obſervation : 


Dot. That the Bloud of Chri#t ſhed for Sin, « the only Pro- 


curing=cauſe, of all the Grace, Mercy, and Favour, which the 
Ele of God are capable to receive, both in the Life that now 
#5, and that which i to come. . EE. >: 

This is a Truth which doth abundantly evidence itſelf 
from the Scriprures ; Have we Grace and Sanctification 
in this Life? IT his rhe Scripture artribures to rhe Bloud of 
Chriſt, as the Procuring-cauſe of ir, Heb. 9. 14. The Bloud 
of Chri$ purgeth our Conſciences from dead. Works, to ferve 
the Living God. Have we Peace with God ? This he hath 
procured by the Bloud of his Croſs, Col. 1. 20. Have we 
Power and Strengrh ro overcome our ſpiritual Enemies, 
Saran and the Luſts of rhe Fleſh > This is done by the Bloud 


# of rhe Lamb, Rev. 12. 11. In a word, There is nora 


good Action done or performed by us, but rhe Grace which 


| enables us rhereunto, is rhe Fruit of Chriſt's Blond, Heb. 
| 13. 20, 21. The God that —_—x from the dead our 


Lord Feſus Chrift, the great Biſhop of our Souls, through the 
Bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfe@ in every 
good Work to do his Will, working in you that which us well- 


pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chrift, Is it Aſſurance, BY 


Joy, Peace, in believing rhe Bloud of Jeſus Chriſt have 
procured rhis alſo, Co/. 1. 11, 12, 13, 14 Verſes: And ſo 


| for Heaven and. Glory to come, this is the Fruir of 


Chriſt's Purchafing-bloud which hath accompliſhed all 


| chis, Epheſ. 1. 14. 


And ſo we conw the Reaſon of the Point: + | 
Reaſon. ] This muſt be ſo, becauſe, whar Good the Elect 
of God partake from him, either in this World, or in the 
World ro come, ler it be to their Sandtification here, or 
their Glortficarion hereafter ; all this muſt flow forth ro 
them from rhe Love of God, as the grand Cauſe of it, 
Epheſ. 2. 4, 5, 6 Verſes, But God who s rich in Mercy, for 


hrs great Love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead. 


in Sins, hath quickned us together with Chrift, by Grace are 
ye ſaved, and hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit to- 
gether with Chrift Feſus in heavenly Places. So that you 
plainly ſee, ro be quickned from - Dearh in Sin, an = 
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be graciouſly Saved, {that is, from the-Cutſe..and Con- 
demnarion. of 'the Law; Gal. 3. 13. with Rem.'8. 1. and 
from: the Dominion oi Sin, Rem. 6. 14. and from the Capri- 
vating-power: of the Devil, 1 Fchn 3. 8. and fromthe Wrath 
of God; Thefſ: 1. 10. And after all this, to be dignified 
and. exalred to that hight of Honour, ) fo'as to be made 
ro-fit with Chirſt, yea together with him in heavenly Pla- 
ces. The Apoſtle rclis you in the fourth Verſe, Thar the 
great Love of God is the Foundation of all rhis to the E- 
lect : Now it cannot be, that God ſhonld. deal with his 
Elect in ſuch a way of Love, unti} he beffirſt reconciled 
ro them, and becomes- rheir Friend ; now he cannot be- 
come their Friend until a Reconciliation be made, for 
them, which was done, wrought our, 'and brought abour 
by the Blood of Chriſt, Rom. 5. 8. In that while we were yet 
Smners, Chrift died for us. So Verſe 10. Hhen we were 
Enemies, we were reconciled to God by the Death of his Sen. | 
So Col. 1. 20. And, having made Peace by the Bloud of his | 
Croſs, by. him to reconcite all things to himſelf. Thus you 
ſee, how; through the Bloud of Chriſt, the innocenr Bird 
and Lamb of God, the way is abundantly opened, to God 
the Father's letting forth of his Grace and Love to the E- 
lect, whom he had ordained thereunto, before the World | 
began, Ephe/. 1. 4. DH 
And ſowecometo make fome Applicaricn of the whole : 
1ſt Vſe, Is to teach us Thankiuineis ro the ever-bleſſed 
God, for this ipecial Benefir, which he hath ſo gracicuſly þ 
afforded us in order to our ſpiritual Cleanſing. Oh! Bre-Þþ 
thren,.this was the higheſt Act of God's Love and Gocd- 
will to the loſt Children of 4d.:zm, that conld be manifeſt-Þ 
ed from Heaven itſelf, Rom. 5. $8. bur God commended 
' his Love towards us, in that while we were Sinners, Chriſt 
died for us : The meaning 1s, Thar there was nothing be- 
yond this that comd afford a higher Evidence of rhe 
Grace and Good-will of God to the loſt World : For Godſf * 
| ro create us Creatures, was a wonderful Expreffion of his l 
Power and; Wifdom, it being a bringing of ſomething out F 
. of nothing, a moſt adorable Act ; bur ro fave them when : 
Ic, the Fruit of which 1s their being made new Crea 4 
- rures, 42 :Cgr. 5. 17. Created in Chriſt Jeſus vnro good 
Works, Which God beiore ordained thar we ſhould waik 
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the Leger's Heuſle, Eleanſed. rf 

in them, Epheſi 2. ro. This was the higheſt —_ 

of Ged's Wiſdom; Power,. Love, and Grace, tharpoſ- 
fibly could be manifeſted in rhe Face of Men anl'Anpels. 
What could 4brahom give ro God, of all. he did! poles, 
beyond the Life of his Son Iſ:zac? And, What could God 
give more to Sinners, than the Lite of his Son? Job! 3.16. 
God ſo loved the World, that he pave bis only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever belieueth in him, fhould not; Pexiſh,;twii have' 
everlaſting Life. [This was the moſt &bftliefitMtans for a 
Cure, that Heaven and Earth  conld ptocuremnBhzfihriv 
ftians ! and ſhall we not be Thankfnl. for rhiszalgd&vejoyce, 
in-rhe Lord'for this > How unſuitable ro.a Dzvza=like. Spi>: 
rir would this be in us-? P/al. 163;'2, 3:0 bleſs the:Lord, 
O my Soul, and forget not all þis Benefits.; who forgiveth-all 
thine Iniquities, and healeth all thy Diſcaſes. Oh Brethren, 
rhis ſpecial Bloud,: calls for ſpecial-Thankfulneſs, afd the 
precious Effects of ir, calls for the moſt preciouſcſt of our 
Obedience ro God- again ; for as Godcthe' Father gave us 
his Son, ſo did God the Son gi\e.hitnielf for us, that he: 
might Redeem us from all Iniquity, and Purifie us to: hznfelf 


| 2 peculigr People, zealous of good Viorks, Intus 2:14. : :. 


2d U/e, This ſhould ſervggo teach us all, only ro look: 
upon the Bloud of Chriſt for the Curing of: our*leprous. 


Souls : Oh have a care of mingling Chriſt's Bloud with: & $ 
the polluting Droſs and Dregs of Creature-worth and. Wor-! **8 
{ thineſs : the Bloud of Chriſt will cleanſe the polluredeft> 


Leper in the World, if ir be applied in its own Purity by: 


| Faith ; bur if mixed with the leaft- of Self-merir, it 4p6ils: 


the Verrnue, Power.” and Efficacy of it, and renders xx of: 


| no uſe to rhe Sonl. 


34 T/z, Learn hence alſo ro pur an ineftimable Value: 


| upon the Bloud of Chriſt ; O remember ir is the Bloud of 


Cleanfing, and no Bloud'bur rhis can cieanle Lepers : Thou: 


| haſt heard, that nothing bur the Bloud of the flain Spar- 


row cou: heal rhe corporal Leper, ro ſhew you thar nothing» 
bur rhe pure Bloud of Jeſus Chriſt, can cleanſe rhe Soy. 
from his ſpiritual Leprohe. Oh whar a high Price ſhould you 
pur upon this Bloud ! Perer calls it precious Bloud, 1 Pet. 
I. 19. Hence then, How ſhould we ſay of every thing 
(with the greateſt Indignation) that would offer itſelf as a 
Ca-worker with Chriſt's Blond, in the Cleanſing of our 
D 2 Souls, 


20 "The Teper, and 
Souls, as Paul did ? Ph1, q. 8. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all 
things but Loſs, for the excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift 
Feſus my Lord ; for whom T have ſuffered the Loſs of all things, 
and ao court them but Dung that I may win Chrif. 
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WE are.next to ſpeak to the earthen Veſſel, over which 
"* 2 ee Innotent Bird was to be killed, in which Veſſel 
wag the*:runfiing Water, Lev. 14. 5. And the Prieft ſhall 
commundyhat one of the Birds be killed in. an earthen Veſſel, 
over ruhmng Water. (Mark,) It muft be running Water, 
which fignities the Puriry and the Livelineſs of it, in oppoſi- 
tion to ſtanding Water, which is uſually dead and corrupr ; 
therefore this Water-in rhe earthern Veſſel, muſt be run- 


ning Warer, it muft be Water that hath-Life and Purity 


in It. : ; 


Bur firſt of all, to begin with the earthen Veſſel, which ] 


may fignifie the reality of the Humane Nature of Jeſus 
Chrift, from whence our Healing comes : You fee that 
the Leper was cleanſed by the Bloud of the Bird, and fo 


mutt we be cleanſed (from ouf Soul-leprofie) by the Bloud | | 
of-Chriſt, if ever we be cleanſed indeed, 1 John 1. 5. Now | 


| bk |. this Bloud could not proceed from Chriſt, as he was only | | 
WE God, abftratted from his Manhood ; for as he was God | 


only, he was no way capable either ro ſuffer or ro ſhed 


Bloud ; therefore the Godhead of Chrift affumes an earrh- | 
en Veſſel, even our Humane Narure to his Divine, anſwer- | 


ing the earthen Veſſel, over which the Sparrow was ro be 
Killed, thar fo out of that Humane Narure, he might it- 


ſue forth the Bloud of our Cleanfing : He was born of a þ 
Virgin, he rook her very Narure upon him, bur nor the þ 
Sinfulneſs of it in the leaſt degree, no, he left all rhar be- 
hind ; and this Humane Nature was very carthly, for | 


from the Earth it came, and ro the Earth it muſt rerurn 
again: And, inaſmuch as the Body of our Saviour was 
made np of this earthy Narure, he (as ro his Body) may 
well be called an earthen, Veſſel, fignified by the Veſlel o- 
ver which the Bird was killed. 

Secondly, By the running Water, in this earthen Veſſel, 


is underſtood by ſome. rhe Water of $anctificarion, which 
2 comes 
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comes' from him, for, ſaich Fohn, He came by Water and 
Bloud : Bur this carinor be excluſive of the Divine Narure 
of the Son of God, which rendred the whole Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, only ſufficient ro Cleanſe us from our ſpiriruab Le- 
profie, and Soul-pollurion, in the fight of God. For as 
the Godhead of Chriſt, could nor 1fſue forrh Bloud to 
Cleanſe us, (apart from his Manhood) fo neither could the 
Blond of Chriſt (aparr from his Godhead) have been any 
way avalling to our Cleanſing from the Guilr or Filth of 
Sin in our Souls ; fo thar rhe Union of the rwo Natures, 
in the Perſon ci Chrift, became ſo wonderfully efficacious 
roour Juſtification and Sandtificarion, wherein lierh the Le- 
per's ſpiritual Cleanſing ; hence, Chriſt's Bloud is called the 

loud of God, As 20. 28. becauſe of the Union of rhe 
rwo Narures in the Perſon of Chriſt. Thus you ſee how 
the earthen Veſſel] and the pure Warer muſt go rogerher 
9 in our ſpirirual Cleanſing. 
N From whence we ſhall obſerve this Note : 

Doct. That the Bloud of Feſus Chrit, who « very God, and 
very Man, s the only appointed Means to Cleanſe our Souls 
| from our ſinful Leproſies and Pollutions in the Sight of God. 

{ The Truth of rhis cannoube called in queſtion by any, 
{ who queſtion not the Trurh of Scriprure, Rev. 1. 5. And 
| from Jeſus, who is the faithful Witneſs, the firit Begotten from | 
the Dead, unto him that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our © 
Sins in his own Bloud. Rev. 5.9. For thou wa#t Slain, and 
 haf#t Redeemed us unto God by thy Bloud. 1 John 1. 7. And 
the Bloud of Feſus Chrift cleanſeth ws from all Sin. Heb. g. 
14. The Bloud of Chrift, who, through the eternal Spirit, of= 
| fred himſelf without Spot to God, purge your Conſciences from 
| dead Works to ſerve the Living God. 

% And fo we come to the Reafons of this Truth, and the 
 firlt is this : | 
| - Reaſen 1.] Ir muſt be fo, becauſe the Bloud of Chriſt is 
the only Means which God hath appointed to be uſed for 
this Purpoſe, in oppoſition to all orher Means whatſoever, 
Aets 4. 12. Neither ts there Salvation in any other, for there 
z no other Name under Heaven, whereby we muft be ſaved. 

Reaſon 2.] And it muſt be ſo, becauſe, as God hath 
only appointed this Means for Soul-cleanfing, ſo hath ke 
(only) fitted this Means for Soul-recovery : Iſa. 61. 1. The 

| n Spirit 
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Spirit of the Lord God «s upon me, becauſe the Lord hath a- 
nointed me fo preach good Tidings unto the Mech ; he hath 
fent me tobind uh th e Brokenrhearted, to preclaim Liberty tothe 
Captrurs, and toopen the Priſon Doors to the -m that are Bound. 

Therefore, whoever they are thar ſhall make uſe of any 
ozher Means, beides this, tor the Cure of their Souls, will 
find ir ſo far from Cleanling, rhat himſelf will be found 
guilty of rhe higheſt Preſumprion, becauſe ir is a lighting 
of the Blond of the Covenant, and Counting 1t a COMMen 
thing, as Pail ſpeaks, Heb. 1c. 29. and then, upon {o do- 
ing, the fame Apoitle rells you, that ſuch Men who are 
found guilry of ſuch a Sin, will find it a fearful thing to fall 
inte the Hands of the Living _ Ver. 31. 
' And ſo we comertg the / Application of the Point : 
"UV/?, This ſerves to inform: us. then of the dangerous 
Principles of rwo ſorts of Perſons, i (Firſt, Of the Socinians.. 
Secondly, Of the Quakers ;) who, berwixr them borh, de- 
ny the pure” Water mn the earthen Veſſel; and the carthen 
Veſt in which the pure Warer is. 

Firit of all, The Socinians, who deny tne Godhead of 
. Carift; Secondly, The Quakers, who.deny rhe Manhood 
of Chriſt in Being ; - for if Chyift be nor God, and of the 
| Ame cfſential Nature with the Farher, as the 'Socinians af- 
ww firm ; and, on the other hand, if Chriſt rerain nor his 
Humane Body now in Heaven, as the Quakers affirm, 
then 1s he neither God nor Man, and conſequently he i is 
A nothing atall ; who thereby make good. whar rhe Apoſtle 
"if 0 of old, ſpeaking of a fort of Mien which ſhould pring 
| w7 iQ the latter Ages of the World, rhar ſhould deny rhe 
Kord thar bought rhem, bringing thereby (wift Deſtructt- 
OL: Pon the mel; CS, 2 Pet. 2. 1. with Ju4-, 4 Ver. 
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| Parr IV. 
T” 5 v2” fee the Miſtery of tine eartien Veſſel, with the Tui 
; "Ng pure TPater in it, openeu to Jeu ; we next come to 
* Prat + of the re# of the liuss Lt _ the Pricft was to uſe 
«2 the-C lennfing of the Leper, ich was the Scarlet, the 
C-Ji1-wood, and the Hyop. 
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? ie Afſemblies Annotations ſp2ak ro this put Poley Thar 
te Searler, Cedar-wood, and rhe Hyflop ; theie three 
rhings 
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rhings together, made up the Bruſh wherewith the Leper - 
was to be ſprinkled, in order to his Cleanfing; the Cedar- 
wood made up the Handle of the Bruſh, rhe Hyſfop made 
up the Bruſh itſelf, and the Scarlet, which was a Scarler 
Thread, with this Thread the Hyfſop was bound faſt ro 
rhe Cedar-handle :\ Now the Myſtery of which I conccive 
ro be this, The Handle of the Bruſh, which was made of 
Cedar-wood, may fignifte the Word of God, the inftru- 
mental Means of our ſpiritual Cleanfing, for as Cedar is 
ſweer and durablc, ſo is the Word of God. + 

—* Firſt of all, The Word of God is like Cedar for ſweet- 
neſs, P/al.19. 10. The Word: is more to be deſired than 
Gold, yea ſweeter than the Hony-comb ; thus you ſee 
how ſweet the Word is to the Pallate for Taſte, and it is 
no leſs ſweer in rhe Neſtrils for ſmell, Canz. 1. 2. Thy 
Name is as Ointment poured forth ; that is, the Name of 
Chriſt publiſhed, or poured our in the Preaching of the 
Golpel. 

- The Word of God may be compared to Cedar for 
the durableneſls of ir, 1 Pet. 1. 25. But the Word of the Lerd 
emndureth for ever, and this is the Word, which by the Goſsel 
75 preached to you. | 

2dly, By the Hyſſop-brufh, we may underſtand the Grace 

| of Faith, another inſtrumental Means of our Cleanfing from 
our ſpiritual Leprofie : For as Hyſſop is fweer, and not fo 
ſubject to corrupt and wither ſo ſoon as other Herbs are, 
ſo the Grace of Faith, is a moſt ſweer and precious Grace, 
it 1s called precious Faith, for-the ſweerneſs and uncor- 
. ruptibleneſs of it, 2 Pez. 1. 1. Good Eqducaricn, natural 
Parrs, and motal Gifts, may wither and come to norhing, 
bur rrue Faith is a Crace that never loſcth its Life, Sap, 
| Or Savour. 

"* 3dly, And by the Scarler Thread, we may underſtand 
the Purchafing-bloud of Chriſt, which is the Procuring- 
cauſe of thar Vertue, and Healing-property which we find 
and feel in the Word and Faith, in order to our ſpiritual 
Cleanſing : Now the Sprinkling-bruſh being rhus finiſhed, 
rhe Scarlet Thread binding the Hyſfop to the Cedar-han- 
| dle; with this Bruſh, the Prieſt was to ſprinkle the Leper 
ſeven times, the Sum of which holds our to us, our Juſti- 
fcarion and Sanctification, which is procured for us by 
our High-Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt, | From 
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.. From all which we tay obſerve this Point of Dodtrine : 
Doct: That who-ever intends to be Fuſtified from the Guilt 
of Sin, and Sanftified from the Filth of $in, muft pet himſelf 
fprink/ed with the Bloud of Chri#, m— the Word of God, 
by the Hyſſop of Faith and Believing. Hence the Scriprure 
attribures, both our Juſtification and Sanctification ro the 
Bloud of Chriſt, as the meritorious and Procuring-cauſe 
of it: Firft, For our Juſtification, Rom. 5. 9. Much more 
then, being now Fuſtified by his Bloud. | | 
' 2dly, Qur SanCtification is meritoriouſly procured by rhe 
ſame Means, Heb: 9. 14. How much more ſhall the Bloud of 
Chrift purge eur Conſciences from dead Works to ſerve the Li- 
vins God 2 = 
o 2. As the Scriprures do direct us ro the Bloud of Chriff 
alone, as the meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtificarion and San- 
\_Eification, fo dorh ir direct to Fairh as the Means which 
only can make, the Application of both to rhe Soul, Rem. 
5. 1. Beiny Fuſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God, through 
our Lord Feſus Chri#. Not that Faith can Juſtifie of itſelf, 
2 part from the Object of ir, which is Jefus Chrift, bur 
trely as Faith apprehends and applies the Bloud and Obe- 
dience of Chriſt ro the Soul, which is the alone Marrer of 
our Juſtification ; and as Faith is rhe Inftrument of our 
Fuftification, fo it is of our Sanctificarion alſo, As 15. 5. 
And put no difference betweeen them and us, purifying their 
Hearts by Faith. | 2 | 
A KReajfon.] Now, the Reaſon why the Soul is ro make uſe 
of Faith, in his Juſtification from the Guilr of Sin, and in 
. his Cleanſing from rhe Filth of Sin, is, becauſe God harh 
/ ordered Fairh ro be rhe Grace, which muſt deal with rhe 
Bioud of Chrift, which is the Procuring-cauſe of both : 
For as nothing can Juſtifie or Cleanſe the Soul (if applied) 
bur the Blond of Chriſt, ſo there is nothing which can ap- 
py the Bloud of Chriſt to rhe Soul, bur rhe Hyſfop of 
Faith and Believing, Heb. 11. 6. But without Faith it u im- 
pefiible to Pleaſe him. 
And ſo we come to the Application of the Point : 

Uſe, This ſhould teach us all ro look after Faith, yea, 
above all things, ro labour for this Grace of Beheving, 
if ever we mean t0 be healed of our finful Leprofie and 
Uncleanneſls. Oh Friends ! this is the Means thar wm 
only 


only do your Souls good ; flighr this, and you o_ne your 

greareſt Mercy under Heaven; becauſe you thereby 

that very Means which God hath appoinrced for a Soul- 

cure: Neglect this (ſaith Chriſt) and you die in your Sins, 

Fohn $8. 24. This was T1/rael's Sin, and that which kept them 

in their Sins, as the Apoftle ſpeaks, Rem. 10. 3. They ſfub- 

mirred nor themſelves ro the Righreouſneſs of God, which 

is elſe-where called the Righreouſneſs of Faith, Rem. 4. 13. 

{ It was nor enough for the Jewiſh Leper, only ro uſe the 
Bloud of rhe Bird, for his Clearfing, no, but he muſt dip 
the Hyifop-bruſh into the Bloud alſo, he muſt keep to the 
Means, and the whole Means, which Ged :nft.urred and 
appointed for his Cleanfing, Deur. 12. 32. Hat z: ng ſee- 
wer T have cemmanded yon, obſerve to do it, thou ſhai: 1.0t add. 
thereto, nor diminiſh from 1t. wn” 

If rhe Prieſt had uſed the Hyfſop-bruſh, without the Bloud 

| of the Bird, or if he had dipr rhe Hyſſop-bruſh it -ry orher 

# Liquor, as Water, Milk, or Wine, this wquld nor 54. been 
Cleanfing ro the Leper ; or, if he hat nadevie of rhe Bioud 
of rhe Bird, withour dipp:rg of rhe Hy ſe p-bruſk *nto ir, this 
would all as little have wrorvghr rhe Cure, becauſe this 

| would have been a Contrad:&on rc God s Inſtitut on ; bur 
both of the Means nmſt be uicd rogether - che Bioud of the 
Bird, with the Hyfſop-bruſh bound faſt ro the Cedar-wood, 
rheſe three rhings rogether would be Healing to the Leper, 
becauſe ir was the Means of God's Appointment. 

The Myſtery of which (when opened) ſhews us thus 
much, Thar rhe Bloud of Chriſt, handed, out ro us by 
the Word of God, and applied tro our Souls by Faith, 
{ir being the Inftirurion of God for our Soul-cure) this, 
and only rhis, will Cleanfe our Souls of the fouleft Le- 
profie rhar ever hapned to a Sinner 1n this Lite ; for we 
tind, that it was this which David defired might be appli- 

ed ro him, in a time of Soul-defilemenrt and Pollution, 

Pjal. 51.7. Purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be Clean, Waſh 

pne and TI ſhall be whiter than the Snow, Shall we think that 

David (in this Cleanfing-work) did look no farther than 

he bare Hyſop, and the rypocal Sprinkling there-wirh, 

or the cleanſing of his Soul from rhe gu:lr and filch of Sin ; 

9, no, doubtlets it was the ſpiritual Hyfſop of Faith, dipr in 

he Bloud of Chriſt, which was the chiet thing in his Re- 

E _r 
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-on. So, Soul, this is thy grear Duty allo, to os our rhy 


i ee eee RO 


_ Grace of Faith; the Ways and Walks of God are in his 


13. which golden Candleſticks are his Goſpel-churches, 
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queſt, and the principal thing which his Eye was fizt up- 


Soul in Prayer to God, as David did, for this Grace of Be- 
lieving : Oh! fpread thy Leprofie before him ; open rhe 
Plague-{ore of thy Heart in his fighr ; take off thy goury 
Clouts, and lay open thy Wounds and Ulcers in his fight, 
and beg him to caſt his merciful Eyes towards thee, who 
1s the only Phyfician of Value, that can heal thee of rhy 
foul Diteaſe, which neirher Men nor Angels can Cure be- 
ſides himſelf : Oh! wreſtle with him as Jzccb did, Gen. 32. 
24, 25, 26. Ceaſe nor, give him no reſt until he hath ſenr 
down the Hyſſop-bruſh of Believing into thy Hearr, thar 
by it, thy Hearr may be purified from thy Soul-pollurion, 
according to Afs 15. 9. A fight of Miſery docs ſometimes 
(in a tender-hearted Phyſician) ſtir up Bowels of Mercy 
ro a ready Helping of the Diftreiſed ; bur much more in 
God, rhe greateſt Healer and Helper rhar is in Heaven or 
Earth ; and for thy Encouragement to make to him for 
Healing, read often thar Text, 4am. 1. 5. If any Man lack 
Wiſdom, let him ask of God, that giveth liberally to .all 
Mn, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be.given him. 

2. Lay thyſelf in the Ways and Walks of God, even 
in thoſe Places where he Ach ro diſpenſe rhis precious 


Ordinances, and amongit his golden Candlefticks, Rev. 1. 


the Places where his Worſhip and Ordinances are, as Pray- 
er, preaching of the Word, with rhe Sacraments and Seals 
of the New-covenant, in theſe rhings he meers with rhe 
Souls of Men, I/a. 64. 5. He meeteth him which works Righ- 
teouſneſi, "and thoſe that remember him in his Ways, Here it 
1s thar God maketh the Sorrowful to rejoyce, and maketh 
glad the Hearts of the Righreous ; here it is in theſe things, | 
thar he giverh our the Senſe of his Love, Grace and Fa- _ 
vour in Chriſt Jeſus; here it is that he poureth forth theſſ ;, 
rich Anointings, even the Graces of his holy Spirit, andJ,, 
amongſt them this Grace of Faith, Rom. 10. 17. Faith comlyy ,, 
eth by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God. Oh! q 


' then, be admoniſhed ro be a conſtant and dihgent Waiterſ a 


upon theſe Ordinances of the Goſpel ; neglect no Oppor-h 
unity of doing thy Soul good rhis way, tor thou doſt not; 
; KnOWH  - 


the Leper's Yonſe; Cleanfed 275 
know how ſoon”God may meer thee with healing and clean- 
ſing Grace in theſe Ways and Walks of lus. 


Pant 


Thus having finiſhed the Work about the Spriniging-bruſh, 
'which was made up of Scarlet, Cedar-wood, and Hyſſop ; 
we next come to ſpeak, of ſome other things which were uſed 
in the Cleanſing of the Leper. 


"FT He Particulars you may read at yourleiſure, as they are 

noted in Lev. I4. 13, 14, 15, I6, 17 and 18 Verles, 
where, firſt of all, the Prieſt was to kill the Lamb in rhe 
koly Place, then was he to take ſome of the Bloud of rhe 
]J.amb, and pur it upon the right Ear, the Thumb of rhe 
righr Hand, and the grear Toe of the right Foot of him 
that wag to be cleanſed ; then was the Priclt ro rake ſome 


| of a Log of Oil, and pour ir into the Palm of his own 


Icft Hand, then was he to ſprinkle rhe Oil, with his Fin- 
ger ſeven times, before the Lord. This Work was done 
by a Synecdochy, tipping ſome parrs of the Body for the 
whole, which vertually comprehends the ſeveral Parts of 
the Whole Man ; which Miſtery ſhadows our theſe rwo 
things to us, namely, Our Juſtitication and Sanctificarich 
by Jeſus Chrift. oy 

Fir, The Lamb thar was to be killed, was a Type of 
Chriſt dying for Sinners, as rhe Bird was before, the Bloud 
of botk being of one and rhe fame Significarion, ryping 
out the Bloud of Chriſt, as the meritorious Caule of our 
being waſhed and cleanſed fron: rhe Guilr of all our Sins, 
rt Ron 9  - 

2. The Oyl uid in this Cleanfing-work, typed forth ro 
us the Graces of the Spirir of God in our Sanctification, 
of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in 1 John 2. 27. But the Anoiuts, 
ing which ye have received of him, abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anointing 
zeacheth you all things, and is Truth, Now we need not 
queſtion, but that John the Divine hath referrence to the 
Anointing-oyl which was poured forth upon rhe Head of 
the levitical High-Prieft, who was a Type of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Lev. 8. 30. of which David ſpeaks more at large in Pſalm 
123. Ver. 2. which the Apoſtle applies to Chriſt, Heb. 1. 9. 
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2 The Leper, and 
Thou ha# loved Rightouſneſs and hated Tniquity, therefore 
God, even thy God hath anointed thee with the Oyl of Glad- 
neſs above thy Fellows. = 

And one reaſon thar's given of Chriſt's being anointed, 


4 


you have 1n Fob, John 1. 16. That of his Fulneſi we might 
' all receive, and Grace for Grace: For as Oyl is beautifying 


ro the Countenance, mollifying ro rhe Fleſh, and cheering 
to rhe Hearr, ſo is rhe Oyl of Grace and Sandctification ; 
irs beaurifying to the Soul, Ezek. 16. 14. Theu art Perfe&t 
through my Come!i:eſs put upon thee, ſaith the Lord. 

2d!y, It's ſofrning tro the Heart, Job 2.3. 16. For God ma 
keth my Heart ſeft. 

34ly, And it is comforting and cheering ro the Whole 
Man, Pſal. 4. 7. Thou hast put Gladneſi inte my Heart, mora 
than in the time that their Corn and VVine increaſed. 

- One thing more to be obſerved in the Cleanſing the Jew- 
iſh Leper, is this; namely, Thar the Prieſt was zo make 
an Application both of the Blond and Oil ro the Leper ; 
not the Bloud wirhour the OY, nor the Oil withour the 
Bloud, bur borh of them rogerher, as ſoon 2s the Prieſt 
could apply each one after the other, the Bioud applicd 
firſt, and then the Ol nexr. 


Dodt. That when Chrift doth Fuſtific a Soul by his Bloud, 
the ſame doth he Sanfifie by the Oil of his Grace. + 

Look through the whole Book of God, and you will 
find nothing more a truth than this, nor can you read of 
one Perſor: therein, who 1s recorded for a juſtified Man, by 
rhe Bloud of Chriſt, bur you ſhall find ir affirmed of h:m, 
that he was a ſandtified Man by rhe Oil of Chriſt's Grace ; 
beſides, How fully dorh rhe Word ſpeak our the Truth of 
the thing itſelf, Rom. 8. 30. Moreover, whom he did Predeſti- 


— From hence we may obſerve this Point.of Doctrine : 


nate, them he aiſo Called, 1 Per, 1.2. E!:&, according to the 
. Fore-knowledge of Ged, through the Sanftification of the Spi-i 


rit. 1 John 5. 6, 7, 8. This # he that came by Water and 
Bloud, even Feſus Chrift, not by Water only, but by Water and 
Bloud ; for there are three that bear Record in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and theſe three are 
ene ; and there are three that bear Witneſi in Earth, the Spi- 
rit, the Water and Bloud, and theſe three agree in one. 2 Theſl, 
: 24 13. Becauſe Gad hath from the beginning, choſen you to Sal- 
vation thro Santtificction and Belief of the Truth. ' And 
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the Leper's Houſe, Eleanfed., - 39 
And fo we come tothe Reaſon of the Poinr : TX 
Reaſon.] Now the Reaſon why, where Chriſt Juſtifies by 
his Bloud, -rhere he Sanctifes by his Spirit, is, thar eo} 
fried might be made mcer and fir Temples for himſelf ro 
live in here ; and alſo, thar rhey may be filled and made 
meet to dwell with him hercafrer. Firſt, Chrift muſt dwell 
in his People here in rhis Life, Epheſ. 3. 17. That Chri& 
may dwell in your Hearts by Faith. 1 Cor. 6. 19. Know ye 
not that your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoﬀt, which 7; in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own. Thus, as 
Chriſt firs the Souls of his People, by Gracc and Sarctifi- 
cation, as Temples for himſelf ro dwell in here, fo alfo by 
the ſame means doth he prepare rhem, that they may be 
Company meet rodwell with him in Glory hereafter,2 Theſſ: 
2. 14. Whereunto he hath called you by onr Goſpel, to the ob- 
taining of the Glory of our Lord Feſus Christ. Col. r. 12. 
ho hath made you meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light. 
Now it's only Sanctificarion that can fir, prepare, and 
qualifie the Soui, as a Habitarion fir for Chriſt re rake up 
his Reſidence in, while in this Life ; and it is nothing ſhort of 


rrue Sanctification, which can prepare the Soul ro live in 


Glory with Chriſt, when this Life 1s over, A&s 15. 9. Pu 
rifying their Hearts by Faith, nd, without Holineſs, no Man 
ſpall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. | 
The ſecond Reaſon of the Poinr is this, becauſe, all thoſe 
which are Chriſt's juſtified Ones, are ordained thereby ro 
bring forth Fruit ro God ; this is-whar our Saviour rold his 
Diſciples, Thar the reaſon why his Father elected them by 
his Grace, and why himſelf redeemed them by his Bloud, 
and juſtified rhem by his Obedience, all this was thar they 
might bring forth holy Fruit ro God, Epheſ. 2. Io. For ye 
are hs Workmanſhip, created in Chrift Feſus unto good Works, 
which God hath before ordained that we ſhould Walk in them. 
Ephel. 1. 4. According as he hath choſen us in him, before the. 
Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be Holy, and without 
Blame before him in Love, John 15. 16. Ye have not choſen 
me, but I have choſen you, and ordained you, that you ſhould 
g0 and bring forth Fquit, and your Fruit ſhould remain. | 
Now this Fruirfulneſs can never be brought forth, with- 
out Grace and Sanctification be fx{t poured forth upon the 
| | heart ; 
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The TZeper, and 
Heart ; for, whatever rhe Fruit be thar is brought forth, _ 
it carr be of no other kind: than the Roor is trom whence 1r: 
ſprings ; if rhe Roor be bur Narure's Qualificarion, (take it in 
Irs higheſt Flouriſh) yer the Fruir, which ſprings from it, is 
bur Rotrenneſs and Hypocrific in the ſight of God : The 
beit that is ſpoken of the Fruit which the Children of Na- 
rure do bring forth in the Eyes of God, is what you have 
recorded in Deut. 32. 32, 33. For their Vine ts as the Vine of 
Sodom, and of the Fields of Gamorrah ; th:ir Grapes are 
Grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are bitter, their Wine 1s the 

Poiſon of Dragons, and the cruel Venome of Alps, So that 
- where the Oil of Grace is nor the Root, rhere the beſt of 
our Obedience wil nor paſs for Fruit in God's Eyes, Mate. 
7. 18. A good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, neither can 
a corrupt Tree bring forth good Fruit, Therciore the Root 
muſt be Grace and Sanctifcarion, or the Fruit will mcer 
with no leſs than final Rejection : Ler ir be the greatcſt of 
Self-denial, Patience, Temperance, Self-mortification, Mcek- 
neſs, Works of Chariry, Prayer, with the performance of 
any other Duties done in rhe Worſhip of God, 1t it flows 
not from the Root of true Grace and Sanctitication in the 
Hearr, all is abominable in the Sight of God, Prov. 21. 27. 
Fhe Sacrifices of the VVicked rs 4bcmination, how much maze 
when he bringeth it with a wicked Mind * 

Uſe, This ſhews us rhen, how much they arc miſtaken 
abour rheir eternal State, who think they are Tuſtified by 
Chriſt's Bloud, and yer were never Sanctified by his Spirir. 
How many T houſands are there of rheſe, living ina Goſpel- 
profeſling Kingdom, which are held under the Power of 
this Soul-damning Deluſion, who will not believe, bur they 
are Juſtified in the fighr of God, though they were never 
yer Sanctified in the fighr of Men ? They are juſt like a 
company of Drunkards, who dreamed, that they were all 
Feaſting in a Royal Palace; bur when they awoke, they 
found rhemſelves made faſt, with their Feer in the Stocks : 
Of (uch a ſorr of Drcamers James ipeaks, Jam. 2. 18. Yea, 
a Man may lay, Tru hait Feith, and T have Works ; ſhew 
me thy Faith without thy 1Vorhs, and I will ſhew thee my 
Faith by my Works. Thou believes? there ir one God, tiiou doeft 
well ; the Devils alſo beiieve, and tremble :: But wilt thou 
know, O vain Man, that Fiitn withent ?Yorks w. dead. Oh 
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that the Bloud of Atonement hath been liek 


never think, 


forch upon thee. 

The ſecond Ule 1s to inftrudt us how ro attain to ſome 
hopeful Aſſurance of our Juſtification, which is by a Trial 
made of our Sanctification ; I know thar ir is much a Que- 
ry amongft the doubring part of Chriſtians, Oh, How ſhall 
we do ro know whether we be in a Juſtified State and 
Condition ? 

Anſw. Look into your Hearrs, and ſearch whether the 
Oil of Grace bz infuſed into it ; Grace changerh the Hearr, 
Ezek. 36. 26, Grace renewerth tne Heart, Titus 3. 5. Grace 
regcnerateth rhe Heart, John 3. 3. Grace turns the old Man 
into a new Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Grace purifieth the Hearr, 
As 15. 9. And purgerth the Heart from dead Works, Heb. 
9. 14. Grace works Delires after Chriſt, P/2!. 42. 1, 2. Grace 
imbirrers Sin tothe Soul, Few 2. 91. Grace criicifies the World, 
with the Aﬀections and Lufts thereof, G/. 5. 24. Gal. 6. 24. 
Grace puts the highett Value upon Jefus Chriſt, Phil. 3.8, 
Grace rakes the Word fweeter than the Honey-comb, P/al. 
19, Ina word, The gracious Soul can better live withour 
:s appointed Food, thanit can without Prayer, Pſal. 55. 17. 
Pſal. 109. 4. Grace 1s a living Principle, which never will 
lie {til}, but will be working, fticring, acting and moving in 


the Soul : Grace cannor be idle, it will ſtill be bringing forth - 


things new and old ; here you have a Looking-glaſs before 
you, preſent your Hearts before this Glaſs, and fee whar 
you can eſpy of rifele Signs of Grace within your Squls, in 
order to the finding out of your Juſtification by the Bloud 
of Chriſt, the Lamb flain for rhe Cleanfing of your ſpiritu- 
al Leproiie. 

2. Thus, after the Prieſt had poured our the Oll into the 
Palm of his Hand, we next come to take norice of the Parts 
of rhe Leper's Body, which the Prieſt was to apply rhe Oil 
unto, and that was ro the Tipor Lap of the righr Ear, the 


Thumb of the righr Hand, and the grear Toe of-rhe righr 


Foor, which Parts, (v:/z.) The Ear, Thumb or Hand, and 
Foor, are the three principal Members of Service to the 
whole Body ; and you find, rhar rhe Bloud of Chrift, which 
| wastyped out by the Bloud of the Lamb and the Bird, «the 

Apoſtle calls irthe Price which Bcught us, Now the Purchaſe 
which Chriſt made for us, is rwofold : | 1F, 
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for rhee, if rhe Oil of Sanctification hath nor been poured 


Me 


- Fhe Teper, and ; 

| 1#, From the Curſe and Condemnation of the Law, 
Rom. 8. 1. with Gal. 3. 13. 2 

24ly, He by the ſame Price bought us for his Uſe and 
Servite, 1 Cor. 6. 20. For ze are Bought with a Price, there- 
fore glorifiz God in your Bodies and Souls, which are the Lord's. 
So thar the Prieſt's putting of the Bloud and Oil upon the 
right Ear, Hand and Foor, of the Leper, thar was to be 
Ctcanſed, ſhadowed ovr theſe Myſteries ro us : 
| Firſt of all, as to Prieft's applying of the Bloud of the 

lain Lamb, ro the right Ear, Hand and Foor, which are 
the three principal Members of Service to the whole Body, 
it notes tro us this Truth tor our Obſervation, Tharjthe 
ſame Bloud of Chriſt, which redeemed us from Wrath to 
come, did alſo purchaſe us for thar Work and Service which 
he commands us to dofor him ; for ſo much as this I gather 
from the Prieſt's tipping of the right Ear, Thumb, and Toe 
of rhe right Foor of the Leper, bith the Bloud of the ſlain 
Lamb, which Lamb was a Type of Chrift ; which Action 
held a Congruity to rhe levirical Manner of making Men 
perperual Servants to the Jewiſh Maſters, Exod. 21. 5, 6. 
Ff the Servant ſhall plainly ſay, T love my Maſter, my Wife, 
and my Children, T wil! not go out free ; then his Maſter ſhall 
bring him unto the. Fudges, he ſhall alſo bring him unto the 
Door, or to the Door-post, and his Maſter ſhall bore hy Ear 
through with an Awl, and be ſhall ſerve him for ever. So in 
tike manner, the Leper that was to be Cleanſed, was to 
kave the Bloud of the Lamb tipt upon his Ear, to be a pro- 
fefſed Servant of rhe levirical Adminiſtration (by which he 
* was Cleanſed) for ever. 

Now, inaimuch as the Bloud of the Lamb, (by which 
the corporal Leper was Cleanfed) was a Type of the Bloud 
of Chrift, and rhe corporal Leper a Figure of a ſpiritual Le- 
per, and his corporal Cleanſing binding him ro perperual 
Service, rypocal of that perperual Obligat.on waich every 
NE Leper hes under to Chrift, alrogerher aft- 
ords ns this Note : 

Doct. That he wyich intends to be redeemed from Sin, the 
Curſe and Condemnation of the Law and Wrath to come, muSt 
become willing to give up himſelf to the Service of Cirift for 


ever.” 
For 
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not your own, you are bought with a Price, therefore plorifie 
God in your Bodies and Spirits, which are God's. As if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, O, ye- Corinthians, remember that the 
Bloud of your Redemption hath been putupontheripof yon 
right Ears, your Hands, and Feer, in token of your per- 
perual Service to Chriſt, as the Levitical-ſervant had his 
Ear bored through with an Awl, to be his Maſter's Ser- 
vant for eyer ; Oh, fo hath the Bloud of Chriſt been upon 
your Ears alſo, ro make you his perpetual Servants for e- 
ver, you are bought with a Price, you are not your own, there- 
fore glorifie him in your Bodies and Spirits, which are his, 
Have a care that you rob him nor of his Righr in you, in 
giving thar Service ro the Devil, World, and the Fleſh, 
which 1s only due to him. 
And fo we corne to rhe Reaſon of rhe Point : 
Reaſon.] Why, thar Soul, who would have Rederyprion 

by Chriſt, muſc be willing to beceme a 24 gg Servant 

to Chriſt, is becauſe Chritt redeems none, bat upon that 

Condition, I/z. 1. 19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall 
eat the good things of the Land. Heb. 5. 9. He is the Author 

of eternal Salvation, to as many as obey him, Rom. 8. 13. 

If ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall die ; but if through the Spi- 

*t ye mortifie the Dzeds of the Body, y* ſhall live. So Ver. 6. 

For to be carnally minded is Death, but to be ſpiritually mind= 

ed is Life and. Peace. | | 

Thus you ſee how Conditional the Promiſes are, which 

ſpeak our a Soul's Benefir, by rhe Redeeming-bloud of Chr, 
which do all call upon us for a willing, chearful and ſincere 
Obedience ro Chriſt, though we grant, Thar ir is not an 
old, bur a New Covenant-condirion, even ſuch a Condiri- 

on, that the Grace and gracious Aid, which only can en- 

able us to perform rhe Condition, 1s graciouſly given into 

the Soul by Jeſus Chriſt, and who will as grac:ouſly ac- 

cepr our Endeayours, (though clothed with many Weak- 

netfſes and Infirmities) ſo rhat our Obedience ro him be 

bur ſincere, 2 Cor. 8. 12. If there be firit a willing Mind, it 

x accepted according to what a Man hath, and not according 
j to that he hath not. 
And ſo we come to make ſome Application of this Mat= 


ter : 
F | iſt 


| the Teper's Youle, Cleanfed, 33" © 
For the proof of this Truth, read 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. Tou are ' 


34 | | The Leper, 'and . 
1ſt V/e, This informs us rhen, why the Number is {o' 
ſmall, which comes under the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt ; rhe 
Reaſons, becauſe there are ſo few that are willing ro come 
up to the Terms he propounds, which is, a willing Subje- 
tion ro the Government of his Word and Spirit, Which is 
the Condition he propounds to all that would have an Ir- 
rereſt in his Salvation : They would willingly accepr of his 
Bloud to waſh away the Guilt of Sin trom their Souls, 
bur they like nor to have it ripr or applied ro'their Ears, to 
engage them ro his Work and Service : they would be 
made happy, bur nor holy ; bur this cannor be, becauſe rhis 
would prove a flat Contradxtion ro the Dcfign of God, 
in ſending ot his Son from Heaven, T/a. 55. 4. Behold, I 
have given him for a Witneſs to the People, a Leader and 
Commander to the People. Acts 5. 31. Him hath God the 
Father exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour. Pal. 2, 10, 11, 
12. Be wiſe, now therefore, O ye Kinzs; be inſtrufted, ye Judges 
of the Earth : Serve the Lord with fear, rejoyce before him with 
trembling. Kiſs the Son, left he be angry, and ye perigþ from 
the way, when his Wrath js kindled but a little. 

Such as theſe may well be called Ba{aam's Diſciples, 
whoſe Deſire was more for a happy Death, than for a 
holy Lite ; Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and letÞy 
my [:ft end be like his, Numb. 23. 10. Bur (alas!) who can 
{uficientiy Jament the fearin] Diſappointment which ſuch 
Hypocrites will mect with, when ail rheir Hope ſhall be- 
come like the Spider's Web to them, whoſe preſent Conti 
dence, for a happy End ar laſt, licth only in a few fain 
fruitleſs Deſires thar it may, and ina few vain Hopes that 
ir will be, as well with them ar laſt, as ir will be with 
thoſe who make a grearcr Shew for Religion than they do! 
Their Hope is, thar thar merciful God which made rhem, 
wiil not deſtroy them. There is one dreadful Text 
Scripture writtcn againtt all ſnach Soul-deluded Sinners, De. 
29. I9, 20. And it ſhall come to paſs, when he heareth the 
Fords of this Curſe, that he bleſs EimſelF in bis Heart, ſay 
zn7, T ſhall have Peace, though'T walk in the Imaginations 0 
mny Heart, to add Drunkenneſs to Thirf, The Lord will 16: 
ſpare that Man, but then the Anger of the Lord, and hij 
Jealoufie ſhall ſmoke again that Man, and all the C urſe! 
that are writeen in this Book ſhall lie upon him, and the Lori 
. feall blog out his Name from under Heaven, 2d T/e 
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the Leper's Honſe, Cleanſed. 38+ 3 
2d Uſe, Ler rhis ſerve in the next place, ro perſwade 
the cleanſed Peoplc of God, ro ſtudy all they can to be 
ſerviceable ro Jetus Chrift, becauſe you arc bought by 
Chriſt to that end and purpole, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. Tou are net 
your own, for you are bought with a Price, therefore glorifee 
God in your Bodies and Spirits which are his. Oh, remember 
you carry the Mark of Chriſt's Servangs upon the Tip or 
2 Lap of.your Ears; you are his Cleanſed Lepers, and the 
Leper, when Cleanſed, was to have his right Ear mark- 
ed with the Bloud of his Cleanfting, 1n token that now he 
1 | is no more his own, but wholly his, and for his Uſe-and 
7þ Service from whom he had rhe Cure, {o this is the Voice 
7 which:continually hangs ar the Ears of the Cleanſed Le- 
pers of Chriſt, Thou poalt TYorſhip the Lord thy God, and hinz 
only ſhalt thou Serve. So Rom. 12. 1. T beſeech you Brethren, 
by the Mprcies of God, that you preſent your Bodies as living 
Sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, which x your reaſonable 
Service, and be not conformable to this World, but be ye tranſ- 
formed by the renewing of your Miz:d, And as your Ser- 
vice is Chriſt's Righr, ſo it is your Honour ; Paul knew 
thar he could nor dignifie himſelf in any thing ſo much, as 
ke did in writing himſelf rhe Servant of Jeſus. Chriſt, Rom. 
| 1. 1. Paul a Servant of Feſus Chri#F. | 
;j Objea. Bur you may ſay, who are there thar are more 
ſlighred, deſpiſed, and reproachtully loaded with all man=- 
ner of Contempr and Scorn, than theſe are whom you 
count the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt ? | 
I Anſwer, But who are they, and whar are they, which 
ſo evilly rrear the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, are they any 
other than the blind, ignorant Rabble of rhe World, ſuch 
| whom the Word of (God counts. the Droſs of the Earth 2 
Y P/a/. 119. 119 ver. Whar matter is it ro hear a Man thar 
| was born Blind, to ſpeak reproachfully of the Sun, or to 
£ hear a Manthar's born Deaf, to ſpeak contempribly of Mu- 
lick, or ro hear an ignorant Fool ſpeak deridingly of the 
beſt of Learning? Isrhe Sun, Muſick or Learning any thing 
the worſe for this ; or doth ir detract any thing from the 
1} Excellency of theſe things > Whaſe Opinion will you ra- 
ſ; ther cleave unto abour this Point, either the Opinion of the 
J Þiind ignorant World, which wholly lieth in Wickedneſs, 
or the Opinion of rhe Penmen of Scriprure > The Word 
- ſaith, 


4 
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ſairh, Thar rhe Servants of Chriſt are the honourable 
Men in the World, yea, thar rhey are ro be accounted wor- 
thy of double Honour, 1 Tim. 5. 17; yea, God himſelf doth 
Honour them, 1 52m. 2. 30. with P/al. 91. 15: and becauſe 


' God honours them himſelf, therefore he makes them Ho- 


* nourable in the Eyes of others; yea, God hath made ma» 
ny of his Servants to be highly honourcd in the Eyes of the 
Hearhen and proteſſed Pagans, Gen. 23. 4. The Children of 
Heth, how highly were they made to Honour Abraham ? 
Hear us my Lord, for thou art a mighty Prince among#t us, 
zn the choice of our Sepulchers bury thy Dead, Whar a won- 
derful Honour was there given ro Foſeph by Pharaoh 2 Gen. 
41- 39, 42. And Pharaoh ſaid to Joſeph, Foraſmuch as God 
hath ſhewed thee all this, there wx none ſo Diſcreet and Wiſe 
as thou art : And Pharaoh took off his Ring from his Hand, 
and put it upon Foſeph's Hand, and arrayed him with Veſtures 
of fine Linnen, and = a golden Chain about his Neck. So 
the like we read of Solomon, 2 Chron. 9. 23. And all the 
Kings of the Earth ſought the Preſence of Solomon to hear his 


TV.ſdom, that God put into his Heart, The like we read | 


of rhe Honour which Be/ſhaz3ar, a Pagan, gave to Daniel, 
Dan. 5. 29. Then commanded Belſhazzer, and they clothed 
Danze! with Scarlet, and put a Chain of Gold about his Neck, 


and made Proclamation concerning him, that he ſhould be the \ 


third Ruler in the Kingdom. 


i 


Thus you fee, though fome baſe-ſpirired Yen may de- || 
ſpiſe the Servants of God, yer, when Ged pleaſerh, he can | 
make the Wicked rhar are ro Honour them ar rhe higheſt | 


rate; therefore, ler the Opinion of the World þe whar ir 
will, abour the People of God, my Opinion is, and I hope 


ever will be, Thar it's far berter, and a thouſand timecs|l * 


more honourable to be a Servant of Chriſt in Rags, rhanſf 


to be the Devils Slave, in the moſt glorious Royal Robes ; 

and thor rhe meaneſt Chriſtian '1f Sincere) is far more E- 

{ mable, wich Chirſt's Crots upon his Back, than the high- 

-—- —__ (14 Graceleſs) with his Royal Crown upon his 
cad. - 

Secondly, Thenexr thing thar the Prieſt was ro do, was to 
dip his Finger in the Ot, and to apply it to the ſame Parts 
unto which the Bloud was applied before, which was firſt 
co the Ear, binding it to the Dury of hearing Chriſt's Voice, 


Jon 
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the Lever's Houſe, Cleanfed. 37 
Jom 10.27. Then to the Hand, binding it ro rhe Dury of + 

working Righteouſneſs, Phel. 2. 12. Laſtly, Torhe Foo, 
binding of that ro the Dury of Walking in the Ways of God's 
Commandments, Fer. 7. 23. Thus, when all rheſe parts of 
the Body were tiprt with rhe Bloud of the Lamb, then the 
Oil was next to be applied ro rhe ſame Parrs. Ol (you- 
know) is of a mollifying and ſoftning Narure ; Oil is good 
ro ferch off Ruſt from Clocks and Jacks, making rhem to 
go the more freely and nimbly, which, when clogg'd with 
Ruſt, became unſerviceable before ; comparatively ro rhe 
nature of Oil in this caſe, is the Uſefulneſs of Grace held 
forth in Scriprure, T/2. 1. 6, Thy Sores have not been cloſed, 
a:ither bound up, neither mo!lified with Ointment. The m2an- * 
ing is, they had no Grace (which here is compared ro .Oil) 
to Sandtife their ulcerared corrupr Natures, which, like ſo 
many Plague-ſores, were continually iſſuing from them 
with this Oil of Grace, rhe cleanſed Lepers of Chriſt were 
ro have their Ears, Hands and grear Toes of their righr 

Feer anointed. | 

From all which, we may obſerve this Note : 

Doct. That as the Bloud of Chrift hath bought us for his 


| Uſe and Service, ſo the Oil of his Grace, is that only which can 
* fir us for it, and make us willing to ſet about it, Pſal. 110. 3. 
* In the Day of my Power, thy People ſhall be a willing People * 
” By Nature every Man is averſe to every part of Chrit's Work 
& and Service, Rom. 8. 7. The natural-minded Man is Enmi= 
| ty againft God ; it is not ſubjet to the Law of God, neither 
{ indeed can be, John 5. 40. Te will not come to me that you 
| might Live, Ter. 44.16. As for the Word, which thou ha#t 


ſpoken unto us in the Name of the Lord, we will not bearken 


| unto thee. 


The Ear will nor hear the Voice of Chriſt, Jer. 11. rn; . 
the Hand will not Work for Chriſt, Fer. 11. 7, $. neither 
will the Feet walk in the Way of Chriſt, P/al. 58. 10. Bur 
now, when our High-Prieft, Jeſus Chriſt, harh ripr rhe Ear, 
rhe Thumb, and Foor of our Souls, with the Oil of his 
Grace and Sanctificarion, then will they be ready for any 
Work and Service, which he ſhall employ them in, or call 
them unto; the Ear which was bought by Chriſt, is now 
raughr by Chrift ro hear his Voice, even his Voice in his 
Word, Works, Ordinances and Providences, againſt all 

Whic h, 
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which, the Ear was deaf, and ſhur up before, P/al. 58. 4; 
The Hand which was bought by Chrift, is now taught ro 
Work for Chriſt, Heb. 13. 21. Working that which is well- 
pleaſing in by ſight. Ia. 54. 13. All her Chrildr2n are taught 
by the Lord. They are taught ro work the Works of Re- 
penance, Faith, Love, Seli-denial, Morrtification ; how*to 
be Praying ro God, and Praiſing of God, Suftcring for God, 
and to Walk with God ; Grace teacherh all this, and makes 
the Hearr willing to all this ; the Spirit ſhall reach you all 
things, ſaith Chriſt, Fohn 14. 26. Laſtly, The Feer, which 
were bought by Chriſt, (by this Oll of Grace) are now 
raught ro Walk with Chriſt, as Encch did ; And Enoch 
walked with God, Gen. 5. 22. : 
And ſo we come to the Reaſon of the Point : 

The Reaſon of all this is, becauſe Grace is of a con- 
quering, ſubduing Nature, and of and inabling Quality ; ' 
Grace is {ent down imo tne Heart, ro ſubdue the Power 
and Strengrh of Sin tkerein, Rem. 6. 14. Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over you, for you are not under the Law, but under 
Grace. And as Grace ſubdues and weakens Corruprion in 
the Hearr, ſo it enables, ſtrengthens, and empowers the 
Hearr to act for Chriſt ; it is a holy Ol, . that diffolves the 
corrupr Ruſt which hath been begotren in ir by Sin, and, 
as it diffolves the Ruſt, fo it mollifies and ſoftens the Hearr, 
and thereby it makes it able and willing ro run the Ways 
of God's Commandments, Pſal. 119. 32. So Iſa. 4o. 31, 
They ſpall renew their Streugth, they ſhall mount up as on 
Eagles wings, the ſhatil run and not be weary, walkand not be 

aint, | 
s TVfe, This informs us then, what matter of Lamentarion 
ir is to ccniider, Thar though there be {o many thouſand of 
Ears, Hands, and Feet in the World, yer that there ſhould 
be ſo few ct them employcd in rhe Service of Chriſt, thar 
as David ipeaks of the Idols of the Nations, They have Ears, 
but hear nit ; Hands, but handle not, and Feet they have, but 
walk nct. 1 he Reaſon lieth here, Becaulſc they never had 
their Ears, Hands and Fcer, tipt with the Bloud and Oil 
of rhe Juit:tying and Sanctifying-grace of Jeſus Chriſt : They 
are yet dead in their Sins and Treſpaſſes, Ephel. 2.1. and dead 
things ccnnor act of rhemſelves ; yea, they are nor only 
unable ro act for Chrift, bur through the Enmity of _ 
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Narures,' they are wholly averſe ro every parr of Chriſt's * 
Will and Work : As the Apoſtle ſpeaks, They are repro- 
bare to every good Work and Word ; it 1s nor only, they 
cannor, bur rhe real Truth is, thar graccleſs Souls will not 
att for Chriſt, if rhey could ; ler nor ſuch deceive them- 
ſelves any longer, for 1f you have no Ears ro hear Chriſt's 
Voice, no Hands ro do Jus Work, nor Feet to Walk in his 
Parhs, you are yet in an unjuſtified and unſanctified State 
and Condition : Bur would you have your Ears opened to 
the Voice of Chriſt, ſo rhar your Souls might live 2 Would 
you have your Hands ar Work for Chriſt, working thar 
which is well-pleafing in his ſight 2 Would you have your 
Feer« made able and willing ro run in God's Command- 
ments? In the keeping of which, wx preat Reward, Plal. 19. 11. 
then lay thy Soul in the Ways and Walks of Chriſt, who 
3s the grear High-Prieſt ; Oh, run to him, fer thy Soul in 
his preſence, be in his ſight, rhruſt rhy ſelf through the 
Croud and Throng, preſs in upon him, and evermore keep 
np the Canaanzti Woman's Cry in his Ears, Mazth. 15.22. 
Lord, thou Son of David, have mercy upon me, for my Soul is 
£1ievouſly overrun with a Leproſie ; thus, with Faceb, be c- 
ver Wreſtling with him, unril he hath ripr thy right Ear, 
Hand, and Foor, with rhe Bloud and Oil of his Grace. 

Qze#. Bur why was the Prieſt to tip the Leper's right 
Ear, righr Thumb, and Toe of rhe right Foor, with the Bloud 
and Oil 2 Why the right more than the left Ear, Thumb, 
and Toe ? 

Anſ. The Reaſon may be this, To fignific the difference 
berwixt the Services thar Hypocrites and ſincere Chriſtians 
do offer to him, and do for him ; all the Service that comes 
ro him from Hypocrircs, 1s bur lefr-car'd, left-handed, and 
| left-foored Service, which 1s no way pleaſing to him. 

Quest. Bur when may it be ſaid, rhar we give unto God 
this left-ear'd, left-handed, and Iefr-foored Service ? 

As, firſt, When are we faid to bring forth left-ear Ser- 
yice ro God ? 

I anſwer, firſt, When we content our ſelves with rhe 
bear Hcaring of his Will preached, neglecting the Practice 
of it; this is rhe Service of the lefr Ear; indeed, of ſuch a 
ſorr of Hearers we read in Ezekzel, Ezek. 33. 31. And they 
come unto thee as the People cometh, and ſit before thee as my 
| People, 
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Pecple, and they hear thy Words, but they will not do them 
for with their, Mouth they ſhew much Love, but their Hearts 
ro2th after their Covztouſn:ſj. Not to anſwer the end of 
Baring, which is Obedience, is as bad (if not worſe) than 
not to hear ar all, F222. I. 22. But be ye Doers of the Word, and 
not Hearers only, We uſe ro ſay, when Men give little Ar- 
renrion to our Words of Diſcourſe, ro rhem, Thar they turn 
the deaf Ear ro us; and when we obſerve nor what God 
ſpeaks ro us, then do we give thedeaf and lefr Ear unto him, 
2. Bur when may we be ſaid ro giye left-handed Ser- 
vicc ro God ? | 

Anſ. Firſt, When we give him only partial Obcdience, 
when we do bur a parr, and nor the whole of Ins reyealed 
Will; this kind of Service Saul and Fehu gave ro God, 
which was as unacceptablc to God, as it was unprofitable | 
to themſelves, as you may read, firſt, in King Saul, 1 Sam, 
15. 11. It repmntcth me that Thave ſet np San!, for heis turn- 
ed back from following me, and hath not performed my Com- 
mandments ; and it grieved Samuel, and hecried to the Lord © 
all night. The Caſe was this, King Saul had a ſtrict Com- 

mand given ro him from the Lord, ro deſtroy the Amale- 
kites, not to ſpare Man, Woman, Child, nor Cattle, Ver. 3. L 
C 


It's rrue rhar Sau! deſtroyed many Mcn, Women, and Chil- 
dren, and fome of the Cattle, bur he ſpared Agag, and rhe 
bcſt of rhe Sheep and Oxen, with rhe Farlings and Lambs, 
bar every thing rhar was vile and reiuie, that he acſtroyed 
utteriy, Yr. 9 Here was Obedience, ſuch as it was, bur ir 
was only left-handed Obedience, becauſe it was bur partial, 
and not univerſal Obedience ; and, as S2u/'s Covetouſneſs 
was the canie of this, ſo it is Men's unmorrtitied Luſts, 
which proves the cauſe cf rhe like partial Obedience in 
every Man clfe, 2 Pet. 2. 15. Balarm loved the Wages of 
Un iphtcouſief. 

A ſecond Inftance, which the Scripture gives us of this left- 
handed Obedience, is thar of Fchu, 2 Kings 9. 6, 7, $, 9, 
rer. where you find, that he was anointed King, ro deſtroy 
the whole Howe of wicked Aba, ard all his wicked Ido- 
latry ; and, in purſuance of his Commitiion, he curs off 4- 
hai's Fam ly, roors our h's Idojatry, overrhrows the Houſe 
of Baal,curs:off all his Idolatrons Prieſts and Worſhippers 
in B:z!'s Honſe ; bur yer ftill he muit be partial in his Ser- 

| VICE, 
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vice, as Saul was in his, being under the power of the like 
unmortified Luft, which held . him back from doing the! 
whole Will of God preſcribed to him in his Commiſſion, 
2 Kings 10.31. But Fehu took no heed to Walk in the Law of 
the Lord God of Iſrael with all his Heart, for he departed not 
from the Sins of Fereboam, which mgde Tſracl to Sin. | 
Secondly, We may be faid ro give the Lord left-handed 
Obedience, when we give him only bodily Service, with- 
our the Hearr, Will and Aﬀections ; and, faith Paul, rhis- 
will nor profir, 1 Tim. 4. 8. This kind of Service the I/ra- 
elites gave to God in the Wilderneſs, Pſa. 58. 36, 37. they 
fattered God with their Mouths, and dealt deceirfully with 
him in rheir Hearts, neither were zhey fteadfalt in his Co- 
renant : Yer how do rhe moſt of Men take up, and reft in 
a little bare our-ſfide Work in external Performances, and 
quiet themſelves with a few Names and empry Lies? So 
they have a Name to live, and are called Chriftians, and 
give unto. God a lite bodily Exerciſe, they are well con- 
rented, when all this is but left-handed Service and no more. 
Alas! theſe Chriſtian-names and Titles, ſeparated from the 
power of Godlineſs, they fignifie no more than a parcel of 
fine ſweet, ſmelling Flowers deckt abour rhe Body of a dead 
Corpſe, which, rhough they help ro Garniſh rhe Dead, yer 
cannot they make a dead Body ro live. Otruſtnor rotheſe 
things, nor rett in them, becauſe they are no more in the 
ighr of God, than a dead Body withour a Soul is in our 
ſight, Fames 2, 26. For as the Body without the Soul w dead, 
o Faith without Works is dead alſo. For Circumciſion 7s no- 
hing, and Uncircumciſion is nothing, but the keeping of the 
ommandments of.God, 1 Cor. 7. 19. = 
Third!y, and laſtly, When may we be faid to give unto 
od lefr-foor Obedience ? 
I anſwer, firſt, When we walk not ſteadfaſtly with him, 
when we are ſometimes for him, and ſomerimes for Baal ; 
ometimes in his Worſhip, and ſometimes in the contrary, 
ike thoſe ſpoken of in Zeph. Þ If you read rhe fifth Verſe, 
rs ſaid, There rhey Worſhipped or Swore by rhe Lord, + 
and Worſhipped and did Swear by Malckam, In the ninth 
eric, it's 478 Thar rhey leapt on the Thteſhold, as Men 
vided in their Thoughts, when they come to enter a Houle, 
ey put one Foot over the nr with a purpoſe to 
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| go intothe Houſe, bur then they draw it back again, not 
knowing whether it be beſt roenter in : This is the Diſeaſe}: 
of many Lepers abour the Matters of God's Worthip, eſpe- 
cially when Religion is in danger ; they are uſually ar ſuch 
rimes, unreſolyed what to do, or which way ro take, whe- 
rher it be beſt ro ſtick (wholy) ro the Worſhip of Chriſt, 
or the Worſhip of Malcham ; a worldly Intereſt calls up- 
on them to leap over Malcham's Threſhold, and ſo into her 
Temple; bur Conſcience, from the Lighr of Scriprure, calls 
them back again : thus they dance to and fro in their di- 
vided Purpoſes and Reſolutions, becauſe they are nor able 
to bring Conſcience and Intereſt ro run in one Chanel to- 
gether; bur ar length Carnal-prudence ſteps in and com- 
pounds the Difference, by advifing Conſcience and Intereſt 
to divide Curs berwixt them, to Swear ſomerimes by Mal- 
cham, and ſomerimes by Chriſt ; but however Prudence may 
Judge of rhis kind of Work, yer the Word of God doth 
_ Judge ir to be bur left-handed Service, 1 Kings 18. 21. 1 
the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal be God, follow him: 
How long will ye halt betwixt two Opinions? © 

2.dly, We give unto God left-foor Obedience, when we 
walk at Random and nor by Rnle, when we ceaſe making 
rhe Scriptures our Guide, and inſtead thereof, we make the 
Traditions and Humane Inventionsof Men (in the Matrers 
of Faith) our Rule and Guide to walk by, Maze. 1 5. 9. I 
wain do they Worſhip me, teaching for DoArines the Com- 
anandments of Men. . 

And here I ſhall acquaint you with five corrupt Rules, 
Swhich the moſt of Men propoſe ro themſelves, as rheir 
Guides to walk by in the Marteis of their Faithiand Con- 
verſation, in oppoſition ro the Word of God, which indeed 
is the only Rule which all Men ought ro Walk by, accor- 
ding to 1/a. 8. 20. : 

Fir of all, Some walk by the rule of Cuſtom, which 
in Epheſ, 2. 2. the Apoſtle calls a walking after the Courſe 
of this World ; many there _ do think, becaule the 
moſt of Men do do ſoand fo, ritrefore they may do ſo, and 

' walk ſo too withour the leaſt ſcruple ; How common is this a- 
 mongſt Mento makethis the Rule of their Lives, concluding 
thar they are in a very ſafe condition, if rhey go that Way 
wherein the moſt do walk 2 This was the Way which the 
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Jews Choſe as their Rule ro walk by, Jer. 44. 16, 17. As 
or the Word which thou hast fpoken unto usin the Name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee ; but we will certainly do 
whatſoever thing goeth forth of our own Mouth, to burn Incenſe 
to the Queen of Heaven, as we have done, we, and our Fathers, 
our Kings, and our Princes, in the Cities of Fudah, and in 
Plf:be Srrcers of Feruſalem. Bur for Men to make the Ways 
Band Walks of the Multirude their Rule and Guide to Walk 
1: (Þy, inult nceds be a very unſafe and dangerous Rule; ir is 
l ro walk afrer a wicked World, as John ſpeaks, 1 John 5. 
"B19. The whole Herld lieth in IVickedneſſ. Chap. 2. Ver. 16. 
"WAL that 55 in the World, the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luft of 
"Wl the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, # not of the Father, but us of 
the World, Hence is that Exhortation, Exod. 23. 2. Follow 
not the Multitude to do evil ; and the reaſon of thar Exhorta- 
ME tion, is given you in Fer, 10. 3. For the Cuſtoms of the Peo- 
ple are vain, Now, that you may ſeefWerein the Dan- 
ger lierh of making the Cuſtoms of our Fathers before us, ' 
or the Cuſtoms of the Places (wherein we live) a Rule ro 
Walk by, ir will appear by theſe Scriprures, Jer. 11. 10, 11. 
They are turned back to the Iniquity of their Fore-fathers, which 
'o Nl refuſed to hear my Words, and they went after other Gods to 3 
YI ſerve them : the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Houſe of Judah have 
fl broken my Covenant which I made with their Fathers. Theres 
n fore, thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, T will bring-Evil upon them, 
"" which they ſhall not be able to eſeape; though they ſhall cry 

unto me, I will not hearken unts them, : 
* 2dly, A ſecond unſound Rule which Men chuſe ro Walk 
TH by, is Antiquity, ro do as their Fore-fathers have done be- 
"£f fore them ; this is, and hath been 2 wonderful prevailing 
JF Argument with many of the ignorant Sort in the World : 
"E Whar, ſhall we think ourſelves wiſer than our Fore-fathers ? 
Did nor they know how ro chuſe the beſt of Ways to walk 
'n themſelves, and to leave behind them, their own as the 
beſt Examples for us, their Children, ro imitate in their Ab- 
ſence ? Shall we rhink thar our Fathers arc all loſt; if they 
are not, then are we ſafe enough ? So rhar ler the Way be 
never ſc wicked, and finfully Provoking ro God, and De-. 
ſtrudtive to their own Souls, yer will they nor be broughr 
off from their Reſolution, of keeping intheir good old Way, 
by all the Arguments that the wiſeſt of Men ſhall uſe with 
| G 2 them 5 
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rhem: So powerfully captivating was this Diſeaſe upon th 


Hearrs of th? Fews in Jer:m7a/7s Days, that it bore down 
the ſtrength of the cleareſt Convictions that the Propher 
could bring ro the contrary, er. 44. i7. But we will cer- 
£1111:7 2 P0472 ſoevuer ting TIet1 forth of OUT Mouth, to burn 
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Tncenle to the Queen of Fieavem, and to pour out cur Drinks 
offerings t9 her, as we? have done, we, and our Fathers, our 
Kings and our Princes, Here, you ſec, where an ignorant 
Wilfulnels carries rhe {\way, how deſperate it makes Men 
in their Reſolntions ro adhere to the finful Cyſtons of rheir 
Anceitors, that they will rather adventure to damn rheir 
Souls ro Errmty, then r>2y will be turned cur of the 
common Read which rthe.r Core-fathers walked in before 
rhem. ; 

3d/y, Others chuiz tro Waik by the Rule of Mens Tradi- 
tions, though 1: be .neyer fo contrary ro the Rule of rhe 
Scripri: 2s, Tg 4 be abour the: weighteſt Miarrers of 
God 5 i orihtp,, though te Rules © 22h Aien appoint them 
ro Wor; Tod by, are meerly of inman Invention, and 
vithour 155 1-:it Warrant irom $f piure, yer, hov confor- 
mable arc 16 moſt of Men to inch Rules' and Grders? 
Why, {ay they, c:r we do amiſs to foilow the Wiſe and 
Learned of the Lan? * No nor learned Men knew beſt 
how ro make fuch Form< of Worſhip as may be moſt ac- 
ceptable to God, and which 127 be moſtly profitable to 


our ſelves? Bur how rotten a {ule this is ro Walk by. and 
y, an 


how unapproveabie in Ch-iit s fight, you may tead again 
in Matt. 15. 9. But in vain do you Worſhip me, teaching for 
Dotrines, the Commandmmts of Men, Where a People ſhall 
make the Prcceprs of Men their F-ale to lk by, rather 
than the Word of God {eſpecially in the /4arters of divine 
Worthip;) this 1s to ſer up Men in rhe reym of Chriſt, which 


isno berrer than Iaoiarry it feif, Ir: a great Derogaticn to 


the Honour of Jeſus Chriſt,as it te vanred Wilom ro know 
whar Rules and Laws to make fr the Covernmenr of his 
Churches, bur vain Man mutt ſypply the Defect with his 
Haman Wiſdom, which is a {angeros thing, both to the 
Law-makers and Law-obſervers, as &ur Saviour rold. the 
ſuperſtirious Phariſees, Marr. £5. 14. If the Blind lead the 
Biind, both fhall fall into the Ditch. | 


athiy, 
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4thly, Orhers there are which make-their own perverſe 
ftabborn Wills, their Rule ro walk by, they will do whar 
rhey will do, rhey will have their Lufts, they will have 
their Pleaſures, they will fulfil rhe Deſires of the Fleſh and 
of the Mind, let God, his Word, and Miniſters ſay whar 
they will again{t it: This was the Rule which Ephraim: made 
choice of tro Walk by, in deſpighrt of all the' Convictions . 
which the Prophct brought to the contrary, Hef. 2. 5. For 
ſhe ſaid, I wi:l go after my Lovers i:at gave me my Bread, my 
Later, my /T'o9l, my Flax, my O-!, and my Drink, The like 
Wilfulneis was found 1n the riearrs of the Jews againſt the 
Wil of God, Fer. 44. 25. Thus faith the Lord of HoFt, the 
God of Iſract, ſaying, Te and you W[7ves have both ſpoken with 
your Meuths, and have fulfilled it with your Hands, [ayins, We 
wil ſurely perform our Vows that we ave made, to burn Incenſe 
to the Quezn of Heaven, and to pour out our Drink-offerings to 
her ; ye will ſureſy accomp!iiſh your Vows. Mark, how the 
Lord takes norice <f their Wilfulneſs, no leſs than rwice in 
this Verſe, you will fulfii 5our Vows, and you will accom- | 
pliſh rhe Promites which you haye made to your Idols, you 
will do 1t, you are wilfnily bent. upon ir, and, inaſmuch, 
as you are io wilful in your-Reſolurions, I am reſolved ro 
be as wilful on my part in your DeftruCtion, and then it 
ſhall be known whoſe Word ſhall ſtand, either mine or 
yours, ver, 27,25, Thus you {ee whar a dangerovs thing 
1: 18 for Men to make their Wills their Rule ro walk by, 
eſpeciaily when we conſider how oppoſite the Will of Man 
is {by Nature) ro the Will and Word of God, John 5. 40. 
Te will not came to me, that ye might have Life. 

5t/2/y, Orhers again rherc are, which walk by the Rule 
of enthuſiaſtical Injpiratuns, Viſions, and prerended Reve- 
lations, caſting off rhe writren Word of God, which was 
formerly their Kule and Guide, and now account rhem- 
{elves more happy in walking by rheſe Guides, though rhis 
latter Age have abounded with (bur) roo many of theſe 
filrhy Dreamers, as St. Fude ftiles them, Jude, 8. Verſe, yer 
ir is no new thing, bur a thing as ancient as the Propher 
geremiah's Days, Fer. 23. 32. 1 am again# them that Pro- 
pheſie falſe Dreawns, ſaith the Lord, and do tell them, and cauſe 
my People to Err, by their Lies and by their Lightneſs, yet I 
ſent them not, nor commanded them, therefore they ſhall not 
profit this People at all, 
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Ir appears that rhe Deſign of theſe ancient enthufiaftical 
Dreamers, and Pretenders tro Divine Revelations, was on 

rpoſe ro weaken the Authority of the Word of God in 
the Mouths of rhe Prophers of the Lord, inaſmuch as God 
dorh plead rhe Efficacy of his Word in oppoſition ro theſe 
chaffy Dreams and precended Revelations, ſo much cricd 
up Þy theſe ancient Delnders, Fer. 23. 28, 29. The Prophet 
that nath a Dream, let him tell a Dream ; and he that hath 
my VVord, let him ſpeak my Word faithfully. What is the 
Coaff to th? VI, eat » Is not my Word like as Fire, ſaith the 
Lord, and lik? a Hammer that breaketh the Roch to pieces? 

Ic is a very dangerous thing, when Perſons, through their 
flighting of the writren Wofd, ſhall rhereby provoke God 
ro give them over to wander after rheſe faranical Deluſi- 
ons, becanſe {many times) what Ways Men do finfully chuſe 
ro walk in, and delnded Rules to walk by, the ſamie Ways 
and Rules God will judicially chuie for them, 2 The: 2. 10, 
II, 12. Becouſe they received not the Truth in the Love of It, 
that they might be ſaved ; for this Cauſe, God ſhall ſend them 
null rong Deiufions, to believe Lies, that they mzght be damned. 
Ws Therefore have we that Rulc £iven us in 1/a. 8. 20. To the 
Fl: Law, and to the Teſtimony ; if any Man fpeak not accordin 
zo this Rule, it's becauſe there is no Light mm him ; and, fait 
Peter, 2 Epiſt. 1. 19. But we have a more ſure Word of Pro- 
phefie whereunto ye do well to take heed, as a Light that ſhi- 
neth in a dark place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar 
ariſe in your Hearts, Thus you fee whar the falſe Rules 
are, which rhe moſt of Men do propocurd to themſelves as 
their Guides to wai by, which will appear art length ro be 
nothing elſe bur leir-focred Obedience, in the Eyes of God: 
_— Chriſt. | 

34ly, We give unto God lefr-fcoted Service, when we 
walk not conſtantly with i:m, when we are off and on 
with Gcd, when we play faſt and looſe with God ; ſome 
there are, when affrigh'ed by ftrocg Convictions, and 
grieved by and with {cre Afﬀictions, will then for a fir 
be Religious, then rhey w:li Pray and Read good Books, 
and frequent the Worſhip of God, and fer abour the Pra- 
ctice of religious Duties in their Families ; but when the 
ſenſe of the Conviction is- abarcd, and the ſmart of rheir 
AfMiction a little worn oft, then, like Ephraim, all their 
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Righteouſneſs appears like 'the morning- Cloud, and alf 
their Goodneſs like the early Rain thar paſſeth away: This 
kind of inconſtant Obedience, the I/#aelites gave unto God 
in the Wilderneſs, Pſal. 78. 36, 37. Nevertheleſs they flats 
tered him with their Mouth, and lied unto him with their . 
Tongues, for their Hearts were net right with him, neither 
were they ſtedfaFt in his Covenant. his inconſtant Seryice | 
was never yer acceptable Seryice with God, nor will it e- 
ver be eſteemed otherwiſe than left-footed Service offered 
unto him. 
athly, When we walk nor ſincerely with God, then we 
ive him left and nor right-foored Service; this was the 
Service Amazza gave tO the Lord, 2 Chron. 25, 2. He did 
that which was right in the ſight of God, but net with a per= 
fea Heart. All the Ways of God (ſaith David) are Mers 
cy and Truth : Good and upright i the Lord, therefo: 2 will 
he teach Sinners his Ways, Plal. 25. 8. So that you ſee there 
is Truth and Uprightneſs in the Lord towards us, and he - 
expects to find rhe ſame in us rowards himſcif :gain < 
Truth is the Nature of God, and he cannor bur hare the 
contrary, where-ever he ſees it; ler Men clorke themſelves 
with never ſo much out-fide Holineſs, yer if Truth and 
Sinceriry be found wanting, all is bur glicrering Hypocri- 
fie in the Eyes of God, Rev. 3. 1. Thou hat a Name to live, - 
and art dead. The Scrives and Phariſees had ip van of an 
ourward Holineſs upon them as moſt Men living, bur their 
wanr of Sincerity, rurned all rheir painted ſhew of Holineſs 
into perfect Rotrenneſs, in the Eyes of Chriſt, Mare. 23.27. 
Ir's not the Marrer cf our Services only, which commends 
us to God, bur the Manner of our performing of them : 
If our Ends and Aims Bc inore for onr own Praiſe, Honour, 


| and Profit, than for the Honour and Glory of Ged, we ſhall 


never hear more of ir, unleſs it be to our Shame and Sor- 
row : David was well inſtructed in this, therefore prays he 
that God would make his Heart found in his Statutes, Pal. 
119. $0. 

Thus you have {cen the Reaſons why the Prieſt was to 
tip, nor the lefr, bur the right Ear, righr Thumb, and the 
great Toe ot rhe right Foor, of rhe Leper, with rhe Bloud 
of the Lamb, and Log of Oil ; the Bloud ro purchaſe the 
Leper, for rhe Work and Service of rhe Purchaſer, and che 

Ou 
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> Now, Soul, if thon wouldfſt hear the Voice of Chriſt in a 
ſaving manner ; if thou wouldft hear, when he ſpeaks to 

. thy Soul, in his Works, Word, Ordinances and Providen- 

8 \. ces; if rhon wouldt work the Works of Righteouſneſs, 


' 


 / as the Work of Repentance befor: God, Faith in God, 
ſ{ | Love to God, with the Works of Holinefs in his fight, ro- 
| d gether with rhe Works of Juſtice and Mercy towards Men ; 
and if thou wouldſt Walk with God, as Enzc/ did, walk- 
Ing in all the Commandments and Ordinances of God, 
Blameleſs and withour Rebuke, as did Zacharias and Eli- 

; Zzabeth, then be not farisfied unril thou haſt gotten thy right 


.; Ear, thy right Thumb, and the right Foor of thy Soul, 


the Hand of the High-Prieft Jeſus Chriſt, 77/7 7s willing 
| to ſave to the uttermo#t, them which come unto God by him, 
l Heb. 7. 25. 
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Thus after the Prie had tipt the right Ear, the Thumb of the 


Cleanſed Leper, with the Bloud of the Lamb, and the Log 
of Oil ; then, as in Levit. 14. 16. the Prie#t was to dip 

bis right Finger in the Oil that is in bis left Hand, and 
ſprinkle of the Oil, with his Finger, ſeven times before the 
Lord, . 


His number Seven was of a ſacred Tſe amongſt the He- 
brews, is was uſed in holy Mahiſtrations, as alto in 
miraculous Operations, 2 Kings 5. 10, 14. and alſo it had 
a ſound of Perfection in ir, as witnefling the Perfection of 
the Creatures made in fix Days before, ſo thar there was 
no need of any more to be done: See the Aſſemblies Anno- 
tarions upon the place : So then, by rhe Prieſt's ſprinkling 
of the Oil ſeven rimes before the Lord, denoted that rhe 
Work was perfectly done ; which Action of rhe Prieſt 
reacherh us thus much, (if we conſider him as a Type of 
Chriſt in the Cleanſing of his ſpiritual Lepers,) Thar as Je- 
ſas Chriſt hath undertook ro go thorow, with the Work of 
the -Elects Juſtification and SanRtiticarion z ſo, by his _ 
| ing 


Oil of Grace to make him fit for ir, and willing co ſer a- 


 Tipt with the Bloud and Oil which drops our of the Palm 


right Hand, amid the great Toe of the right Foot, of the 
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ling cf the Oil ſeven times before the Lord, (which he did 
in the Perſon of the Levirical Prieſt) it was to afſure his Fa- 
cher for his Satisfaction; and to aſſure his People for their 
Conſolation, thar the Work of rheir Juſtification and San- 
ctification, 1s compleat and perfectly done, according rg 
his laſt Words, when he ſuffered upon the Croſs, Fohn 19. 
30. then he ſaid, Ir is fintſhed: 
From whence we may obſerve this Note of Obſerya- 
ton 2 
Doct. That Feſus Chrift, a Believers High-Prieft, hath 
perfeftly finiſhed and compleated the Wark of their Juſtifica= 
tion and SanQification before the Lord. | 
The Truth of this Obſervarion is arreſted both by him- 
{elf and his Farther alſo : Fir#, By Chriſt himſelf, John 15. 
4. I have glorified thee on the Earth ; I have finiſhed the Work 
which thou gaveft me to do. Now the great Work which 
the Father gave his Son to do and finiſh, was the Work of 
the Juſtificarion and SanCtification of the Elect, 1/a. 42. 1, 
2, 3. Behold my Servant whom IT uphold, my Ele& in whom 
my Soul delsghteth ; I have puP® my Spirit upon him, and he 
h-.1 bring forth Judgment to the Gentales. | 
24/y, This Truth is alſo wirnefſed unro by the Farther, 
as well as by the Son, T/a. 53. 10, 11. He ſhall prolong his 
Days, and the Pleaſure of the Lord ſpal: preſper in his Hands ; 
he ſhall fee of the Travel of his Soul and be ſac;sfizd: That is, 
the Farher ſhall ſee his Son's Work firiſhed to his full Con- 
tenrment. : | 
R-1/on.] Now the Reaſon of the Point is this, Becanſe 
Chriſt was God as well as Man, and becauſe he is ſo, there- 
fore he wanterh no Sufficiency ro accompliſh wharever he 
takes in hand, nor never yer did he begin any Work, bur 
he always finiſh'd it before he left ir : He made the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, and he did it complearly ; he made 
Man upon the Earth, and made a pertedh Piece of him ; 
and when he had finiſhed his whole Work, he beheld ir, 
and It was very good, good for Marter, and good for the 
Form of it, and the ending of it was a glorious Work, 
Pſal. 19. 1. hence, fairh Mc/es, Deur. 32. 4. His Work is per- 
ect. S9 that this is the Reaſon rhar a Believer's Juſtifica- 
ion and Sanctification is ſo complear and perfect, ir is he- 
Cauſe it was carried on by Jefus Chrift, who is very Ged 
ay 


- 
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as well as very Man, and there is nothing too lard for the 
Lord. 

And ſo we come to Application : 

Uſe, Ler this terve fer Comfort to the doubring People 
of God, who are very apt ro be dejected and caſt down 
in their Spirits; their Doubt is nor fo much, whether Chriſt 
were able ro finiſh rhe Work of Juſtification and Sanctifi- 
cation for them, that's pur beyond Queſtion with then, 
bur _ Trouble ariſeth from their Darkneſs as ro their In- 
rereſt Mm this Juſtification, and rhe Littleneſs (if they have 
any art all) of rhe Grace of Sanctificarion. ; 

Fir#t, As to their Darkneſs ahbour their Intereſt in this Ju-i| © 
ſtihication ; many there are, becauſe they cannor read the 
Lines of rheir Juſtification upon the Book of their, own 
Coniciences, are apr ro tear wherher it were ever written 
tor them upon rhe Book of Chriſt's Records in Heaven. 

There be three things, which makes ſome Chriſtians ro 
goubr abour 'rthe:r Intereſt in their Juſtificarion : 1, A 
ſight of o:d Sins upon the Book of their Conſciences. 2d, 
A narural Pronenets ro. conftnit new Sins. 3dly, A want 
of Skill co dittinguiſh berwcen the old Reckoning, as ir 
ſtands upon tie Book of God's Accounts, and as it ftands 

pon the Memory and Conſcience of rhe Soul. 

Fir#t of 24}, The tight of old Sins, as they ftand upon the 
Book of their Cenſciences ; They think, becauſe the ſenſe of 
Sin remaias upon rhewr Conſciences uncancelled, therefore 
fe guilt of Sin muſt needs remain upon rhe Bcok of God 
above unpardoned, 

Anſ. Bur this doth nor always follow, bur rather rhe cog- 
rrary : For whcre Sin is unpardoned, rhere the Hearr (as 
ro the ſenſe of it)-is moſtly hardned : Look over all the Tu- 
ftifked Mcn which you can find in Scripture, and *you will 
find, none more under the Conſcience of Sin, than thoſe 
who were truly Pardoned and Juſtihed from their Sins, as 
David, though-Nathan rold him that his vin was pardoned, 
yer how did the ſenſe of ir bleed in his Conſcience, Pſal. 51. 
C.. 2, 3. IVaſh me throughly Fem my Iniquity, and cleanſe me 
Wl frem my Sin; for T acknowledsc my Tranſpreſſions, and my Sin 
| is ever before me. The like we tind in Fop, though God him- 
E Zeif reſtified of him, that he was a pardoned Man, cne that 
$ fcared God, and eſchewed Ey:l, yer how did Feb charge 
home 
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the Leper's Youſe, Cleanſed. 5T 
home: the Guilr of Sin upon his own Conſcicnce, Fob 1 3. 23+ 
How many are my Iniquities and Sins, make me to know my 
Trax{greſſion. and my Sin. So good Heman, Plal. 88. 15. [ 
am affitted and ready to Die ; while I ſuffer thy Terrours, T 
am Diſtrafted. So that this ſhould rather be thy Cordial 
than a Corrofive to thee, thar with thoſe good Men, the 
ſenſe of Sin is made to viſit thy Conſcience : A ſenſe of 
Sin 1s neceſſary ro help on Repenrance, Repentance 1s the 
Fruit of a juſtified State, Rsm. 8. 30. Moreover, whom he ' 
did Predeſtinstc, them hz alſo Called, (that is by Repent- 
ance) and whom he Call:d, them he alſo Juſtified. 

Secondly, A ſecond Ground of doubring in Chriſtians a- 
bour rheir Juſtification, ariſeth from rheir Pronenets in Na- 
rure ro commit new Sins: Certainly, ſaith a doubring Soul, 
if I were ever Juſtitied from the Guilt of my Sins, I ſhould 
never be fo ap: to commit Sin as I do. 

Anſ. Ir is one thing ro have rhe guilr of Sin acquitted 
ro the Soul, and another thing ro haye the filch of Sin re- 
BE moved our of the Soul, the one belongs ro Chriſt's Juſtifying, 
and the larrer ro Chriſt's Sanctifying Grace ; the Act of 
MN Chriſt's Juſtifying of rhe Soul is done at once, upon the ve- 
ry Act of the Soul's believing, A#s 13. 39. By him all that 
do Believe, are Fuſtified from all things, from which ye could 
not be Fuſtified by the Law of Meſes. Bur the Act of Chriſt's 
Sanctifying a Soul, is done by degrees, and is a Work of 
Time ; fo thar a Soul may be fully Juftified from all his 
Yins, and yer the Narure very prone to. commit it ; Paul 
had. no cauſe ro doubr of his Juſtificarion, yer he deeply 
complains of his readineſs and proneneſs, Rom. 7. 21. Ifind 
a Law in my Members, that when I would do Cood, Evil is 
j preſent with me. | | | 

There is rhis difference bewixrt a Juſtified and an Unju- 
ſtitied Man's Inclination' to Sin ; a Juftified Man always 
; | Sins with Reluctancy , bur the other with Allowance z 
"© *he Juſtified Man is ever renewing his State by Repent- 
ance, P/z/. 51. 1,2, 3, 4 And the other is adding of Sin 
i 2 S:1: without Repentance. Jer. 8.:6. I hearkened and heard, 
but they ſpare not arignt ; no Man repented him of his Wick- 
d eaneſs, faying, Wat have I done? Every one turned to his 
Courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battle. Sin is {queezed 
torch from 2 Tuſtiticd Man, bur it comes-freely withour ler 
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or hindrance from the other : Now look into thy Heart, 
rhough thy finful Nature works in thee, yer is it with Re- 
er? Is it with due Repentance ? Dorh ir not come freely 
from thee ? Is ir the Evil thou wouldſtnor do, as Pau! ſpeaks, 
and dorh it ofrentimes make rhee ro cry our as he did in 
om. 7. 24. O wretched Man that I am ; who ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of ths Death 2 Then doubr nor, becauſe thou 
haſt no more reaſon ro queſtion thy Juſtification rhan Da- 
vid, Heman, Paul or Peter had. 

The third Ground of a Chriſtian's doubting abour his 
TJuſtified Condition, ariſerh from his want of Skill, ro di- 
fringuiſh berwixr rhe old Reckoning, as it ſtands upon 
the Book of God's Accounts, and as ir ftardds upon the 
Book of his own Conſcience : Ir is juſt with ſuch Chriſti- 
ans, as it is with ſome ignorant Servant, who is ſent tro a 
Shop-keeper ro buy ſuch and ſuch Commodities ; the Shop- 
keeper {ers ir all down in his Shop-book, the next Week 
the Servant comes and diſchargerh rhe Debr, the Week fol- 
lowing, the ſame Servant comes again for new Com- 
modites, the Shop-keeper books down all again as be- 
fore ; bur as the Spar 1s writing down of the new 
Debr, the Servant looking over his ſhoulder, eſpies the T- 
rems of the old Reckoning _ rhe Book, wich was diſ- 
charged before ; rhis ſends the Servant away with 2 Heart 
loaded with Grief and Trouble, fearing rhar rhe Debr 
(which he had diſcharged) will be'demanded again. Ir's 
rrue, he ſaw ſome ſtrokes croſt over the Particulars upon 
rhe.Book, bur being wholly 1gnoranr thar rhe crofling of rhe 
Book was a full Diſcharge of the Debr in Law, this keeps 
the poor Servant under his Fear and Trouble ſtill. Thus 
ook age Marter with many a doubring Chriſtian abour 
their Juſtification, though rhe Book of Accounts in Hea- 
ven be diſcharged and croſt above, with rhe red ſtrokes of 
the Bloud of Chriſt, rhe Verrue of which diſchargerh rhe 
whole in Law, 1 John 1. 7. The Bloud of Feſus Chri# clean- 
ſeth us from dll Sin. Yer the Soul being unaquainred with 
this Myftery, he beholding the Irems ftanding yer u 
his own Conſcience, thinks that the whole Debr is till ro 
be exacted from him, as if there had never been any Sariſ- 
faction made for his Debr ar all: Bur, O doubring Soul! 


if thou wouldſt have Peace in thy Soul, thy Work _ 
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be to acquaint thy ſelf with rhe narure of a Believer's Diſs» . 
charge /as to his Debt) in the Courr of Heaven above : 
Labour, by an Eve of Faith, ro ſee the red Strokes of Chriſt's 
Bloud, with which the grand Book above 1s croft for thee 
forever; and then wharever the Irems are which ſtands up- 
on the B2ok of thy Conſcience, yer they can do thee no hurr, 
becauſe now they ſignific nothing againſt rhee in Law, 
Rom. 8. 33, 34- Ho ſhall condemn ? It t5 God that Fuſtifies. 
Moo ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Ele&? Tt is 
Christ that Died. So thar you plainly ſee, rhar God juſti- 
fieth a Believer upon rhe account of Chriſt's Death, rhe 
Bloud of whole Dearth, diſchargeth his Debr, and gives 
ſuch a Satisfaction ro the Law of God, that nothing can 
condemn the Soul for ever ; thus you fee whar theſe Doubrs 
are, which do darken ag. hriſtian's Intereſt m his Juſtifica- 
cion ; and alſo the Grounds andReEaſons from whence theſe 
Doubrs and Fears do ariſc: Bur here lieth thy Comforr, 


Chrift rhy High-Prieſt hath compleared this Work for thee, 


rhough thou canſt nor _— thy Intercſt in it, by a 
clear fighrof Faith, yer he by one Offering, hath perfected 
this Work for thee, and that for ever, if thou be truly San- 
tified, Heb. 15.14. 

2aly, This affords Comfort to Believers, againſt their 
Doubrs arifing from the lirtlencſs of rheir Sanctification: 
Oh, faith a doubring Soul, who is ſenſible of rhe weak- 
reſs ard lirtleneſs of his Grace 2 Oh! if I have any Grace 
ar all, yer it 1s fo little, I fear it will never laſt long, and 
ſoI ſhall never be able ro hold our: Oh! my Faith in God, 
my Love to God, my Zeal for God, my Sinceriry before 
God, my Patience under Trials, my Selt-denial and Holi- 
neſs is ſo little, rhar I fear all my Religion will end in meer 
Formaliry, and n:y Profefſion conclude in Hypocritie when 
all is done. 

Anſ. Oh! Soul, againſt all theſe Fears, thy Dury is ro 
look up ro Jeſus Chriſt, who is thy myſtical Head, and in 
him rhou ſhalr ſee thy Soul compleatly Sanctified as well as 
complearly Juſtified ; I do nor ſay, thar Chriſt hath com- 
pleared rhe Work of Sandtification in a Believer's own Per- 
ton, while in this Life ; No, no, while a Bcliever is in the 
Body, rhe Fleſh will be luſting againſt the Spirir, Gal. 5. t 7. 
and Bclievers again through the Spirirdo mortifie the Deeds 
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of the Body, Rom. 8. 13. which is one ſpecial part of San- 
| Rtification : And, further, I do nor fay, rhar the Spirir in 
his working of Morrtification, doth ſo kill and ſubdue Sin 
in Believcrs, as that it ſhall never trouble, grieve or de- 
file them more ; No, that Freedom belongs ro the perfect 
Srare in Heaven ; bur though Chriſt hath nor perfected this 
Work in a Believer, yer Chrift hath perfected Sandctificari- 
on in himſelf for the Believer. Dorh nor the Apoſtic ſay, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. But of him, are ze in Chrif Feſus, who of God 
3 made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sandification and Re 
demption. 

Fir, It muſt be acknowledged, rhat (by Nature) thou 
art in thy ſelf a Fool, Luke 24. 25. O Fools, and flow of 
heart to believe. 

Secondly, Iris as rrue, that py no Righteouſneſs of 
thy own, 1/z. 64.6. We are agg as ar unclean Thing, our Riph- 
teouſneſs rs as filthy Rags. P 
Thirdly, Thou art by Nature a perfect Slave and Vaſſel 
ro Sin and rhe Dev1l, therefore is Chriſt ſaid ro proclaim 
Liberty to the Caprives, even to ſuch asthou arr, 1/a. 61. 1. 

Fourthiy, And 1t 15 as true, that thou art as void of San- 
ctificarion, Ezek 16. 6. hen T paſſed by thee, I ſaw thee pol- 
lutsd in thy corn Bloud. : 

Bur now thou ſecſt that Chrift is made over to rhee by 
God rhe Father, to be Wiſdom for thy Fooliſhneſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs for ray Raggedneſs, Sanctificarion for thy Pollured- 
neſs, and Redemprion for thy Slavery ; he is all this in the 
ſight of God for rhce, and he looks upon thee, as if thou 
wer: all rhis in thy ſelf for his Son's ſake, unto whom thou 
art unircd by Faith, Whar if tun fceleſt in thy ſelf bur 
thy right Ear, tay right Thumb, and Toc of thy r:ghr Foor 
Lipt With the Gil of Sanctification, yer be not difcouraged, 
It is enough that the Pertection of it is in Chriſt, thy Head, 
for rhee, and in God's Account? This is 2s well as if ir 
were in thy ſelf and better roo, and God accounts it as 
thine, and :mpures 1t to thee tor thy own upon thy believing, 
and would have rhee to reckon it fo for thy Comfort and 
Conſolation, R-m. E. 11. Likewiſe reckon ve your ſelves to be 
dead ind:z:d unto Sin, but alive unto God, threugh Jeſus 
Chri# cur Lord, (Mark,) To be Dead unto Sin 1s a parr ot 
the Pcrſcction of our Sanctificarion. ; 
Otyeft. 


Ojet. Bur can a Man be Dead unto Sin in this Life? 

Anſ. It's true, no Man is ſo himſelf, yet in his Head,” 
Chriſt, he is fo, therefore would God have a Believer to 
reckon it, as if he were ſo in himſelf ; for to. much ſeems * 
to me to be manifeſtly handed our to us in Lev. 14. abour 
Cleanſing the Leper, it we compare the 14 with the 18 
Verle of that Chapter ; for in Ver. 14. there you have our 
Saviour in the Perſon of rhe High-Prieſt, (or any other of 
the levirical Priefts) Sanctifying of rhe piritual Leper, which . 
was thadowed out in the Perſon of the corporal Leper ; and 
in the 18 Ver. there you have Chriſt in the Perſon of the 
Prieſt, Sanctitying of himſelf, for the ſpiritual Leper, who 
Believes in him. Mark the Words, Ver. 18. And the rem- 
nant of the Oil, that is in the Prieft s Hand, he ſhall pour it 
eut upon the Head of him that is to be Cleanſed. 

Bur, firſt, ler us ſee whar light the 14 Ver. will afford 
us in this Martrter, for, in this Veda, you have Chrift in the 
the Perſon of the Prieſt, SanCtuying of the believing Le- 
per; and, in thar Act, you may {ce that the Work was ve- 
ry imperfectly done, only the Tip or Lap of the righr Ear, 
the Thumb of rhe righr Hand, and the grear Toe, and thar 
done roo bur with the np of his Finger dipt in Oil, which 
could not carry home much of the O1l ro either parr, yer 
the Prieſt was ro ſprinkle the reft of rhe Oil, which was 
upon the rop of his Finger, ſeven times before the Lord ; 
which number, amongſt the Hebrews, (as we have told you 
before) was accounted a number of Perfection ; the mean- 
ing of the ſprinkling ſeven times before the Lord, was as 
much as ro ſay, O Lord, the Work which is done upon 
the Leper, is perfect Work, it is a Work compleatly done: 
So thar though rhere be no more than an Ear, Thumb, 
and Toe of rhe ſpirirual Leper tipr with the Oil of Grace 
and Sandtificarion, yer it being rrue Grace, therefore rhe 
Work is perfect Work, perfect for Parts though nor for 
Degrees : So rhar, in a ſenſe, as low and little as the Grace 
and Sanctification ſeems ro be in thy Soul, yer it may be 
laid ro be Perfect, and that in this double reſpect: 

Fir, Wirh reſpect ro the Parts of the Work. 

Szcondly, With reſpect ro the Quality of ir. 

Fir, For thy low Meaſure of SanCtificarion, as low and 
little as ir ſeems ro be, yer it is Perfect with reſpect ro the 
Parrs 
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Parrs of it : A Child which is bur a Day old, may be ſaid 
ro be a perfect Man for his Parts, though yer he is not ſo 
for Degrees ; for he hath a!l the Parts and Members of a 
Man ; the Father thar begat him, who far cxceeds ir 
for quanriry, Fct hath he not one Limb more in his Body 
than the Child hath. So ir is as true in this {pirirual Caſe, 
the ſtrongeſt Believer under Heaven, who harh made the 

reſt Improvement of his Grace, hath not one Grace 
more than the leaft Sainr on Earth. In a word, Chriſt 
himſelf harh nor one Grace in him more than the weakeſt 
Believer on: Earth ; this we .granr, That he hath more 
Grace than the greareft Believer ever had, or all the Saints 
and Angels in Heaven have, pur them all rogether, for 
Grace was poured intro him withour meaſure ; bur for the 
number of Graces, there are no more in Chriſt than in the 
weakeſt Saint ; for you read in Fohn 1. 16. That ef his Fal- 
neſs we all received, and Grace for Grace. 

Secondly, — in Believers may be ſaid tro be 
Perfect ivr rhe qualiry of ir; as little as thy Grace in thee 
ſeems to be, yer for whar there is of ir, ir is as perfect as is 
the grearctt Meaſure of Grace in the talleſt Saint in the 
World ; asa ſpark of Fire isas true Firefor rhe quality of ir, 
as har 1s which makes the greateſt Blaze ; a drop of Water 
is as perfect Water as 1s the whole Ocean or Sea ; a little 
piece of Gold, rhough bur to rhe value of Six-pence in Sil- 
ver, yer, for the quality of ir, ir isas perfect Gold, as a quan- 
tiry which amounts ro a Talent in weighr ; fo the leaſt 
degree of Grace, is as perfect for the qualiry of ir, as where 
there is rhe greateſt quanrity : So thar, by rhis you may 

c2ive, that in this ſenſe, rhe Work of Sandification may 
of {aid ro be Perfect in rhe weakeſt Believers, who are 
therefore counted perfect Men, though orherwiſe made up 
of their Failings and'grear Infirmities, as you read of Noah, 
Ge:i. 6. 9. compared with Ger. 9. 21. So Job 1. 1. compa- 
red with rhe rhird Chaprer. So David, Acts 13. 22. com- 
pared wirh 2 Sam. 12.7, $, 9. So Hezekzah, 2 Kings 20. 
3. compared with 2 Chron 32. 25. And in this ſenſe our 
Saviour is ro be underſtood in Matt. 5. 48. Be ye therefore 
Perf:t, as your heavenly Father i Perfet ; who means by 
PerieAneſsin this place, a labouring afrer Grace in the Sin- 
ceriry and Reality of 1t, m oppoſition to Hypocrifie : So _— 
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if rhy Grace be bur true Grace, and thy SanCttfication be 
real and nor fained, though ir be bnt as a grain of Muf- 
tard-ſecd, as in Luke 17. 6. this declares rhec in a Goſpel 
Senſe to be a pertect Believer. Thus we have diſpatch'd 
the firſt Particular, which relates ro Chriſt's SapCtity ing the 
ipiritual Leper, which he ſhadowed our to us in the Perfon 
of the Levirical Prieſt's Cleanſing of the corporal Leper. 

2cor.ly, We next come to ſpeak ot Chriſt's Sancti- 
fying of himielf for rhe ſpirirual »cleanfed Leper : The 
Light we have into ir, ſprings our of the 18 Yerie, And the 
remnant of the Oil that is in the Prieſts Hand, he ſhall porr 
upon” the Head of him that is to be Cleanſed. Suitable ro this, 
15 that Paſſage of our Saviour, Febn 197. 19. For their ſakes 
1 Santtifie my ſelf, that they alſo may be SanEified through the 
Truth. -Saith the Aſſemblies Annotations upon it, Chrift did 
ir by a voluntary Dedication and Confecration of himſclf, 
as an unblemiſhed Sacrifice for his People : Bur rhe Scri- 
prure further tells us, That Chriſt's veing Sanctified for 
his People, is meant his receiving a Fulne(s of Grace for 
thein, x 26 with thar Fulneſs they might be made Gra- 
cious alſo, Fobn 1. 14, with 16 Ver, The Word was mads 
Fleſh, and dwelt amonpit us, and we beheld his Glory, as the 
Glory of the only Begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 
Truth, that of his Fulneſs we might rece; ve, and Grace for Grace, 
Now who is 1r thar the Scriprure calls the Head of every 
ſpiritual cleanſed Leper ? Is it- not Jetus Chriſt 2*1 Cor. 
11. 3. The Head of every Man is Christ. Col. x. 18, And 
he i the Head of the Body, the Church. Fphei. 5. 23. Even 
a Cirift us the Head of the Church, ard he 7s the Saviour of 
the Body. 

Now the Oil which was to be applied ro the Head of 
the cleanſed Leper, that, was nor ro be given our in a few 
Drops with the tip of the Prieft's Finger, as it was to the Le- 
pers Ear, Thumb and grear Toe, as before, no, but when 
the Oil comes to be applied unto the Head of him that was 
to be Cleanſed ; here ir was to be poured our wirthour 
meaſure, And the Remnant of the Oil in the Prieſt's Hand, 
be ſhall pour it upon the Head of him that is to be Cleanſed, 
Ver. 18. Hence the Scripture, ſpeaking of Chriſt rhe Head 
of his cleanſed Lepers, rells you, Thar he received nor the 


Spirir by Meaſure, 'John 3. 34. And os it pleaſed the -_ 
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ther, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. | And that he 
was full of Grace and Truth, John 1.14. And he was anointed 
w:th the Oil of Gladneſi above bis Fellows, Pal. 45. 7- And that 
Grace was poured into his Lips, Ver. 2. So that this Fulnets of the 
O1] of Grace, which was poured out upon Chriſt, the Head of 
Believers, this dwells in Chriſt for them upon a double ac- 
count : 

Fir, That the Fruit of ir, which was his Obedience, might 
be imputed to them for their Juſtificarion, 

Secondly, Thar the Grace of 1t might be imparted to them for 
their Sanctification, as far 2s they nced it, and he ſees gaod to 
3mpart it. 

Fir of all, That Chriſt's Obedience unto Righteouſneſs (which 
was the Fruit of his Anointing) might be imputed to Believers 
for their Juſtification, Rom. 5. 18. Even ſo by the Righteonſneſs of 
one, the Free-gift cane upon all Men unto Juſtification of Life. 

Secondly, That ir mighr be imparted unto Believers for their 
SanCification, Fohn 1. 16. Of hrs Fulnef, we have all received, 
and Grace for Grate. Both of theſe two Benefits Paut ſums up 
rogether in one Verſe, 1 Cor. 1. 39. I{ho of God is made unto us, 
Wiſdom, Rig'teouſneſs, San@ification, and Redemption, And Paul, 
ſuppoſing that the Coloſtans were inveſted with theſe two ſaving 
Benefits 3 now, faith Paul, Te are Compleat in him, Col. 2. 10. 

Thus you ſee where a Believer's Perfedtion lieth as to his San- 
etification, it lieth and liveth in Chriſt their Head ; hence then, 
when Saran ſhall raiſe Qbjefions againſt thee, labouring thereby 
to diſcourage thy Soul, from the lowneſs and littleneſs of thy 
SanSification, then reply to him as a Man would do to thoſe who 
upbraid him with the courſe Clothes which he wears on his Back, 
he is ready to anſwer them, O ye Deſpiſers, did you know the 
rich and coſtly Rayment which I have at Home, you would ne- 
ver deſpiſe me as you do for the Clothes T now wear, So, poor 
drcoping Soul, rcply to Satan in like manner, Whar though the 
SanCtification which dwells in me, be both low and little, yer 1 
have better Clothes than theſe laid up in Chriſt for me : Look 
not ſo much upon the Habit which I wear my ſelf, bur look up- 
on the glorious Robes of Chriſt my Head, and behold tie rich 
Clothing he appears in, at the Father's right hand for me ; all 
this 1s mine, and for my Uſe, to be put on by me when the ful- 
neſs cf Time is come, for then, Phy. 3. 21. He changes our wile 
B:dj, that it may be faſhimed like unto bis glorious Body, accordivg 
to th: workirg whereby he 3s able cven to ſubdue all things unto him- 
ſelf. This was 1t which cauſed the Spouſe to hold up Hearr and 
Head above Water, Io oppoſition to all the Diſcouragements 
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that the Malice of Hell could caſt into her abour the littleneſs of 
her Satnntification, Cant 1. 5+ Though I am black, yet comely, O ye 
Daughters of Feruſalem, as the Tents of Kedar, and the Currains 
of Solomon : That 1s, though ſhe were black with Affiction and 
Perſecution, for which the World derided her; and though ſhe 
were black in her ſelf with Corruption, for which the Devil ob- 
jetted againſt her, yer ſhe ſtill comforced her ſelf with whar ſhe 
was in Chriſt ; there ſhe was more comely than the Curtains of 
Solomon: And the fame Teftimony Chriſt gives of all his cleanſed 
Lepers, Cant. 4. 7. Thou art all Fair, my Lowe, there is ns Sport, 
in thee, Ina word, as little as that Grace is which ſeems to be 
in thee, yet the Scripture calls it glorious Grace, Pjal. 45. 12. 
T, be King's Daughter 1s all glorious within, her Clothing is of wrought 
Gold, 
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Laſtly, when all the foregoing Particulars were applied to the Leper, 
in order to his Cleanſing, then was the Leper, by orders from the 
PriesF, to ſhave off the Hair of his Head, Beard, and Ey:-brows, 
Levit. 14. g. becauſe in the Hair of the Head, Beard, and Eye- 
brows, might much of the Filth and Scurf of the Diſtemper lee, 
and might prove Hiding-places to the ſame, which might much an- 
ticipate and hinder the Cure, and greatly hazard the breaking out 
of the old Diſtemper upon the Leper. again. 


"TT" Herefore the Leper was to ſhave the Rair wholly off from 
his Head, Beard, and Eye-brows, Ver. g. the Myſtery of 
which ts to ſhew us what his Duty is, who is Cleanſed from the 
Guilt and Filth of Sin by Jeſus Chriſt, namely, ro endeavour 
ever afterward, the Morrtification of the ſame, which is called 
the Cutting off or Circumcifing the Fore-1tkin of your Heatts, 
Deut. 39. 6. which the Apoſtle makes to azree with the Work 
of morrifying rhe Luſts of the Fleſh, Col. 3. 5. Mortifie, therefore, 
yorur Members which are upmn the Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, an- 
ordinate Aﬀedion, evil Concupiſcence, and Covetouſnefs, which ts 1d0- 
latry. 
The Words thus opened, afford us this profitable Obſerva- 
t10n : 
DoR. That as Jej#s Ckr15? in lsve to the Souls of his People, hath 
waſhed them in his own Bloud from the Guilt of Sin, and by the Oil of 
his Grace removzd the dominion of Sin from them; fo it is the Duty 
of every Chriſtian to endeavour ever afterwards, the Mortification 
of the remains of Sin, in their Hearts and Lives continually. 
Thus 15 fociear a Truth, chat nothing ſhines with more _ 
I 2 nels 
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neſs in all the Scripture, Rom. 8, 13. If ye Sin after the Fleſ,, ye 
ſhall Dre ;, but, if through the Spirit, ye mortifie the Deeds of the Body, 
ye ſhall Live, Ephel. 4. 22. That ye put off, concerning the former 
Converſation, the Old Man, which is Corrupt, according to the deceit- || 1 
ful Lifts. Col. 3. 5. Mcrtifie therefore your Members which are 
upn the Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, inerdinate Aﬀettion, evil 
Concupiſcenc?, and Covetouine(ſs, which rs Idslatry, Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, bath appeared t1 a'l Men, 
reaching them to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, ts live Soberly, 
Rightegsſly and Godly in this preſent World. 

1ſt Reaſon.) The Reatfon of the Point lieth here, becauſe this 
was one ſpecial Purpoſe of Chriſt in ſatisfying the Law for us, 
and thereby in reconciling of his Father to us, ic was, that Sin 
might be deſtroyed in us, Rom. 5g. 10. with Rom, 6. 6. For when 
we were Enerries, we were reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, 
Knwirg that our Old Van is Crucified with him, that the Body of 
Sin might b2 deftrczed, ti.at henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin. 

2d R:a:m.] It muſt be ſo, becauſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt de- 
ſoncd, and intended, that every one of his Redeemed and 
Cleanſed Lepers, ſhould hold a holy Communion with himſelf, 
both in the Life that now 1s, and in the Life which 1s ro come, 
Fobn 14. 20, 21. At that Day ye ſhall knw that I am 19 the Father, 
ard y% inire, and I in you; ana he that Lveth ire, ſhall be loved 
of my Father, and I will ke him. and I will manjfest my ſelf to 
him. Tir. 2. 14. Who gave h:melf ſor us, that he might Redeem 
us frem all Iniquity, and Purifie to 2:mjelf a peculiar People zealous 
of good Wirks. Chriit js the Prince of Purity, his Eyes are Eyes 
of Purity, that cannot look upon Iniquity z his Nature 1s a Na- 
ture of Purity, he 15 called che H!y, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſts, 
whoſe Glory filleth the whole Earty, Ta. 6. 3. therefore he cannot 
live in an impure Heart, nor have communion with impure 
Souls that are no way waſhed from their Iniguities. Surely then 
this makes 1t highly the Duty cf every Chriſtian, to be Cleanſing 
of himſelf from «1 filthireſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and to be per- 
fedting of Hviin j8 in the fear of Grd. 2 Cor. 7. 1. 

Thus having given you the Reaſons of the Point, we next 
core to the Appl:cation cf what hath bzen ſaid upon it : 

Uſe, If tl.i: be fo, ler ir ſerve then for Matter of Examinat- 
on to every Chritiian, wherher we are of che number of Chriſt's 
Cleanteo and Healed Leprrs? Oh! whara blefled ching would ic 
be. if, upon trial ard ſcarch, we might appear ro be ſuch, norin 
few, bur 1n ſubſtance, nor 1n appearance only, bur in reality 
alſo; an Hrackte 10 deed and in truth, as Nathanacl was, in whom 
was no Gulle, 
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There be not a few, but would fain perſivade themſelves thar 
they are the Men in whom the Leprofie 1s cured, they hope 
thar the Bloud of che Lamb Chrift hath been applied to the Ear, 
Thum', an1 Toe of their Souls z but er me ask ſuch Men, whe« 
ther che Pri ſt's Razor have yer been upon them? Oh! berhink 
your ſelves, and remember that thoſe wh:ch were healed Lepers 
were ſhaved Lepers, the Ha:r of their Heads, Bexrds, and Eye- 
brows is all ſhaved off, which were the parts and places in which 
the Scurf and Filth of the Difraſe lay and hid ir felf before : 
The ſame is ſpiritually rue of che2, 1* thou arr a heales Leper 
indeed, rhe Scurf of thy Corruprion, which hath lain hid in thy 
Heart, (as to the Domigion of it) is ſhaved off. and -emoved 
our of thy Soul : Rom. 5. 14. Sin thail nt have Dominion aver you 
Chriſt will have clean Worx mage in th: Hear: wherein he he- 
oins to Work, Rev. 21. 5, Brhoid I make all things zew taijrh 
Chriſt; and ſo ſaith Par], 2 Cor. 5.17. I any Han be in Chrift, 
he is a new Creature; all od things are dan? away, and ail things 
become new : So thar there is 4 urive- ia! Chanze mae 1n the 
whole Man. cf every one that are the cleanted Lencrs cf Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Judzment, Will, and Aﬀections are all new, end re- 
newed by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Tt. 2. 5. | 
Now ,S-ul, whar Shaving-work hath there heen upon thy Heart 
and Life? Retle&t upon thy former Converſation 3 Haſt -hou nor 
bcen a looſe Liver, a Siwearer a Blaſphemer, an unclean Pcrion, 
a Sabbaith-breaker, a Harer cf Godlineis, a wicked Scofer, and 
crucl! Perſecaror cf thoſe which have truly feared God ? Bur 1s 
this ſhaved off from thee ? Ts this nithy Scarf gone, and remo- 
ved from thy Heart withi-, and thy Lite »1thout ? Thou knows 
eſt that thou haſt bezn a commen Yrunkard, an unjuſt Dealer, 
a known L.yer, a wretched World!ing, a greedy coverous Op- 
prefior, thy witole Life hat!1 been a prazcrleſs Life, an irrelizi- 
ous Lite, caſting the Word, Worſhip, and Ordinances of God 
behind chy Back, ſpending of thy precious Time (which ſhould 
have b<en ſpent in the Service of thy Sod:) Oh! this precious 
Time witich thou cantt never recal more, lift chou laid our in 
the ſarisfying of thy Luſts and fenſuai Apyerire : Oh! bur bath 
the Razor ot thy High-Priett fhaved ail this away, and canſt 
thou now ſay tn the Words of P.A4:/ ro the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 6. 
11. Such were ome of your, but ye are Waſhed, but je are Sanftificd, 
bur ye are Fuftified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirtt 
of our God. Be not deceived, thre was never a healed Leper 
came our of Chriſt's Hanis, bur hr wes a haved, mortifed, and 
{anciifed Leper, che Bloud, the Qi!, and che ſhaving Razor, al- 
was 
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ways wet together ; the Bloud to juſtifie, the Oil ro ſanRific, 
and the Razor to mortifie the Aﬀetions and Luſts ; Redemption 
from the Guilt of Sin, 1s only proved by our Mortification to the 
love and power of Sin an our Natures: Rom. 8. 1. There is 
therefore n) Condemnation to them that are mm Christ F-'us, who w.ilh 
nor ater the Flzth but after the Spirit, 

(Mark, There is therefore no Condemnation, | there is Guilr 
removed, who waik not after the Fleſh, bur after the Spirit, } 
chere 15 the Truth of ir proved, the ſhaving of the Head, Beard, 
and Eve-brows, were evident Signs what the Man had been, and 
with whom he had been ; they were Signs thar the Man had been 
a Leper, and, ſecondly, That he had been with the Prieſt for a 
Cure, and is now come off healed and cleanſed of his Diſtem- 
Per : Sox hixewite, if thou hatt been with Jeſus Chriſt indeed, 

e hath fixed theſe viſible Signs upon thy Soul, 2 Cor. g. 17. 
Thou art come of a new.Creature, all old things are done away, 
and all rings are become new 1n thee; bur if the Signs of thy 
Cleantirg be not upon thee, thou haſt ſtill cauſe, with the Le- 
per, L£-t.123. 5. to rent thy Clothes, and to go with rhy Head 
bare, ard to pur a Covering upon thy Upper-lip, crying out to 
every one which thou meeteft, Urclean, unclean. 
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T: ws hating dip tht the fir part of our Diſcourſe about the Subjef 
cort.cired in this 14, Chap, of Levit. which is th? Leprous Perſon, 
w/270in you hate j-2n th: manner of his Clzanſirg. with the Par- 
tt lars which riults om its concluding each particular Part, 
with (i: able Applicatim. Secondly, We next proceed to the Le- 
pros He, atout which yeu kave theſe things obſerveable, 


7:8, The Valady. 2v, The Remedy. 3d4ly, If that failed, 
þ then, £271, You have the total Ruine and Deſtrultion of 
rhe leprous Houle laid before you : Bur, 

Fir, Asro the Malady, you may obſerve theſe things : 

Fir. The Diſeaſe it [eif. 24s, The Signs of rhe Diſeaſe. 3dly, 
What the Inhabi:agt was to do upon the breaking forth of rhe 
Licate: And, 4rbly, The Rex'ons of his fo doing: And, Laſtly, 
The Appiication upon the Point : Bur, . 

F#1#, Here you have the Diſeaie of rhe Houſe ſpoken of in 
the firſt place, and that 1s a Leprofie, which was a contagious 
Poituticn, an unclean Infection, dangerous ro the Inhabitants 
dwellirg in ic, Levit. 14+ 34+ And when ye b2 came into the Land of 
Caraan, which IT give to you for a Poiſ:ſſion, and 1 put the Plague 
ef Leprojie in a Houſe, 27 the Land of your Pojſ:ſſten. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, You have the Signs of the Houſe-leprofie, deſcri- 
bed by theſe Notes: as, When it appeared in deep Spots, red- 
diſh or greeniſh in the Walls of the Houſe z and if they were 
lower than the Wall, (that is, if the Spors were fretted deeyer 
than the Wall,) then was ic to be counted a real Leprofje, as 
Ver. 35 ſheweth ; which litreral or material Houſe, with this Pol. 
lution cleaving ro 1c, may fairly figure our thoſe ſpiricual Houtes 
or Goſpel-churches, which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ever had 
in this World ; which while they are in rhkis Life, they are like- 
wiſe ſubjett to their ſpiritual Leproſies, Defilement and Polluci- 
on, by reaſon of Sin; and, thar this may the berter appear, ir 
will be necefſary to confider the Refemblance which the Scripture 
glves berwixt a material Houſe, and a well-conſtiruccd Goſpel- 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt : As, 

Fir, In a niaterial Houſe there are the Foundation-ſtones, fo 
there is the ſame belonging to che Churches of Chriit, 1 Pex. 2. 6. 

Secondly, Toa material Houſe there belongs the chief Corner- 
ſtone, which upholds all the reſt of the Building, fo there is in 
the Churches of Chriſt, Ephe/. 2. 20. 

Thirdly, Ta a materia! Houſe there are rows of Stones laid u 
upon the Foundation-ſtones, ſo it is in the Churches of Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 2. 20. ; 

Fourthly, In a material Houſe, all the Timber-work- which 
hath been firted and framed for rhe Building, is all laid up, and 
coupled together, fo it is with the Churches of Chriſt, Epheſ. 
2. 2TI. 

Fifthly, They agree alto for Deſign and Parpoſe, becauſe the 
Deſign of Building a material Houſe, is for a Habitation to live 
in, ſoare the Churches of Chriſt appointed for the like purpoſe, 
even to the Habijtations for Chrift co dwell in, Epheſ. 2. 22. with 
2 Cor. 6. 16. Thus, as the Scripture gives you the Reſemvlance 
berwixr a remporal Houſe, and the Churches of Chriſt, ſo alſo 
doth 1t give the ſame Denomination to Chriſt's Churches, caliing 
chem Houſes and Habitations, Heb. 3. 3, 4, 5. Who was faithful 
to him that apprinted him, as alſ» Moſes was faithful in ail his Houſe 5 
bat this Man was coanted warthy of more Honour than M3;es, inaſmuch 
as he why hath builded th: FHouſs hath mare Honour than the Houſe, 
So Ver. $. But Chrift as a Son over his own Hue, whiſe Houſe are 
we, if we hold faF our Cinfidence, ard the rej ycing of the Hop? firm 
unto the end, , Thus you fee how the Scripture makes a temporal 
Houſe and the Churches of Chriſt to agree, both for Name and 
Subſtance. 

From all which ve ſhall note theſe two Obſervations : 
iſt Do&. That the ſpiritual Hoſes or Churches of Fefus Chrit, 
: are 
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are ſubje8 to great Defil-ement and Poſtution whil: in this Tife, 

2d Do That the Defil-m:nt and Polluti:n, which the Churches 
of Chris? ar? ſubj2F unto in this Life, is many times very open and 
viſible. 

1ſt Doft. That the (friritual Houſes and Charct or of Teſus Chri 
are jubj2& to great Defilement and Poll-tion while in this Life, 

In che proſecutio . of rhis firſt Oniervarion, I ſhall, Fers?. prove 


the Point. Secrnily, Give the Reatons of it. And, Thirdly, Ap- 


ply the ſame vy wa: of Ut-, 

Fir, For the Proot of it, you wiil find that this was the 
Caſe of Chriſt's o d Teſtament-church, 7.4. 1. 44 5, 5. Ab! ſrnſult 
Nation, a People laden with Iniquity, a Sees of ev'l Doers, Children 
that ar: Corrapters ; they have forithen the Lord, they have prov- 
bed the holy One ef Iſrael t) Anger, they are gone away backward. 
Wh flnld ye be ftriken any more? Te will revolt mire and more 3 
the whole Head is ſick, and the while Heart # faint : From tre Sole 
of ihe For, even unto the Head there is n» Swundneſs in it, but Wounds, 
and Bruiſes, ars putrifying Sores; thy have nat be:n cloled, neither 
bund up, nar moſified with Ointmest. The Thke we read hath hap- 
ned to Ciiriit's Goſpel-churchcs, we read of an inceſtuous De- 
flement, and {acramental Polluijon which broke cur in the 
Church of C:r:7nth, 1 Cor. 5.1. with 1. Cor. 11. 20, 21, 22. WE 
read of the Dcfi.ement of Forrication, which broke torth in the 
Church of Perg.zmos, yea, and the Pollution of Idolatry too, Rev. 
2. 14. We read of the Pollution of fajic Doctrine, which broke 
for:h in the Church of Thyat:ra, Rev. 2. 209. And alſo we read of 
the Def.cment of carial Security, which hapned ro the Church 
of Sardis, Rev. 3. 1. and cf che Pollution of a luke- warm Spi- 
rit, which cleaved to the Church of the La:dzceans, Rev. 2. 16. 
Lai:!y, Do ot we likew.ſe read how the Gallatian Church was 
corrupted and defied 1a the Dofrine of 1t, confounding the 
Righreoufnet of Chriit by Faich, with ilieir own perſonal Obe- 
dience, Gal. 3. 1, 2, 3,4. wrh Chap. 4. 21. Thus you fee the 
Potnt proved by clear Scrip:ure- evidence; and ſo we come rothe 
Reaſons of tt : 

The firſt Rezſon may be taken from the Miniſters of the 
Churches ; and, Secons!1, From the Churches themſelves. 

Bur, firii of all, Th P llution and D filemenr of the Church- 


es of Chriſt, m:-y time: do arife from the ſlcepy Drowfineſs of 
the Miniſters a.u Guides of the ſime. We read thata Miniſter's: - 
Neepy Seaf2n i£ re Devil's ſeeding Seaſon ; whiles rhe Niniifter 2 .. 


ſnores 1a 1s Sicep, then 15 the Devils Seaſon to ſow Ins Seed, 
Matt: 13.25. But white 3f2n ſizpt, tis Enzmy came and ſped Tares 
emerg the Wheat, ard went his war, 

This 


oy 


This was the Unhappineſs of the Church of God in the Pro= 
pher's Days, to be given over to the Condudt of an 1gnorant [a- 
Zy ſleepy Miniſtry, Ija. $5. 19. 2's Watchmen are Blind, they are 
al I:morant, they are all dumb Does, they cannot bark, ſleeping, ly- 
ing down, Ioving to Slumber ; 1ea, they are g-eedy Dogs, which can 
never have enmgh, ard they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand, 
they all looh to their own way, eviry one fof his Gain from Mts quarter, 
Hence it 1s, that, though we read of ſo much Corruption break- 
ing forth upon the Seven Churches of 4ſra, yer the Ground and 
Cauſe of jr (in ſome Meaſure) was charged upon the Miniſters 
of thoſe Churches, which were calied the Anpels of the ſame 
when Miniſters are given up to an idle lazy Life, ro be remiſs 
in noching more than in and about their Duty to God and the 

. Souls of their People, no wonder if their Hearers do decline and 
wither, as co the Spirit, Life, and Power of Godlineis under 
their Hands, Miniſters Fe callea Phyſicians, and you know 
when a Phyſician grows careleſs and negligent 1n his Office to- 
wards his Patient, no wonder if the Body of ſuch a Patient a- 
bounds with corrapting Humours, and the Maligniry of their old 
Diſtempers rerurns back upon chem agatn : He thac reads the Cone 
verſatton cf 1ſra2l's Pattors,- Iſa. $6. 10, 11, 12. need not won 
der at Jrae!'s Corruption, which is exprett in 7a. t. 4, 5, 6. 

Secondly, A ſecond Ground of the Churches Corruption, 4- 
rifech from the earthly-mindedneſs of their Miniſters ; when 
Miniſters, through Coverouſnets, ſhall make Merchandize of the 
Souls of their Hearers, and fer theirgeverlaſiing Happineſs to fale, 
to fill cheir Treaſures with worldly Gain, I mean, when they 
ſhall mind more ther own workdly Wealth, tnan their Peo- 
pies ſpiritual Health ; this opensa Door to ler 1n bad Dileaſes ups 
on their People, it ts a very rare thing ro find a Miniſter gree- 
dy of the Churches Wealtiz in worldly things, and the People 
to grow ſpiritnafly Wealthy under luch a Miniſter, » 

Thirdly, A third Gronnd ariſcih from the Debauchery and bad 
Lives of Minifters, this excludes the Preſence or God, and his 
Bleflinz from their Labours, and leaves a Curſe in the room of 
It; ſuch 2 Miniſter may Preach uncil he hath preach'd our his 
Heart, before h2 ſha'l doany good upon his Peopie, Fer. 23. 14, 
32. I have (een ai'9 in the Prophets of Jeraalem an horrible thing, 

_ Fthey commit Azultery, ' and walk in Lies, they ſtrenzthen' alſo the 

«Hands of Evil-/92rs, that none doth retarn from bis Wickedneſs, they 

Bare all unto m2 as Sodom and the Inhabitants of Gomorrah, Ver. 32s 

47 hey can? my People t9 err by their Lies and by their Lightneſs, yet I 

ent them mt, nor commanded them, therefore they ſhail not profit this 


People at all, ſaith the Lord. | | 
K Fourth» 
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| of a Miniſter; when the blind Zeal of a Miniſter ſhall jncline 


oh or 
, 


Fanthly, A fourth Ground ariſeth from the Superſticiouſneſs 


him to a greater eagerneſs to promote the Superſtition of rhe 
Ehurch, than faithfally to promote the pure Inſtirutions of Chriſt, 
woe tO that People which lives under the Charge of ſuch a 
Man, Matt. 15. $, 9. Te Ayprcrites, well did Eſaias Propheſre of. 
you, ſaying, This People draweth nigh unto me with their Mouth, and 
honour me with their Lips, but their Heart is far from me ;, but in 
vain they do Worſhip me, teaching for Dorines the Commandme! ts of 
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Second!l, The Reaſons are alſo drawn from the Churches them- 
ſelves, thar cth<ze is ſo much Corruption amongſt them. - 
Fir$ of all, Itariſeth from their Negligence 1n not exerciſing : 
of their Faith 1n the hearing of the Word, Zeb. 4. 2. For unto 115 : 


the Goſpel was preached as well as unto them, but the Word preached 
did no; profit them, not being mixed with Fai:hin them that heard it, 

Secondly, It arifech from a Peop'es nor receiving the Truth in 
the Love of it; when a People ſhall rather hear the Word to 
pleaſe their Fancy, than to fecd their Faith, when they ſhall 
hear more to ger Head-notions, than warm Aﬀettions, or ro 
grow in G:fts rather than ro grow in Grace, ler ſuch beware of 
that fearful! Judgment ſpoken of in 2 7h-(]. 2. 10, 11,12. Becauſe 
they recerved not th: Love of the Truth that th:y might be ſaved; and 
fer this carſe, God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, that they ſbould 
belteve a Liz, that they al! might be damned who believe not the 
Truth, bus * ad pleaſure in Urrightewſne(3. 

Mark, There was a receiving of the Truth, but not toa right 
end, many there are,ard but roo too many,whici) are ſick of chis 
Diſcafe, ( viz.) To hear much and read much;, to increaſe their 
Parts, but not their Piety, to be admired of Men rather than 
ro be approved of God; bur ivhen Men from a Sp rit of Vain- 
glory at:<nd the Miniſtry of the Word, but u aiming at the 
Glcry of God, wonder nor if ſuch Mens Knewledge prove at 
laſt ke the Wilderneſs-manna to the Iſraelites, when vathered 
and unlawfully kept, Ex2d. 16. 20. It bred Wirms, and ſftanh : So 
woful have been the Effetts of an unſanRity ing hearing of the 
Word upon ſome Men. 

Thirdly, It arifeth from the Peoples Unfruitfulnsf. under the 
Word which they hear ; this was Jrael's Sin, which grea:ly in- 
creaſed their Corruption, even the ſame Means v- hich was fent 
ro ſoften them, turned to their hardning, chrouzh their unfruit- 
falneſs vnder it, Iſa. 5. 1, 2+ My Beloved had a Vinezard in a ver) 
Fuitfal Hill, and he locked for Grapts, and it brought forth wild 
GrT,pe: ; But what was the Iflue of this ? Read Iſa. 6. 9, 10. i 
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and tell this People, bear ye indeed, but underſtand nat, and ſe2 ye 
indeed, but perceive not 3 make the Heart of this People fat, and 
thetr Earg heavy ; ſhut their Eyes le$ they ſhauld ſee with their Eyes, 
and hear with their Ears, and underſtand with their Hearts, and 
convert and b: healed. Thus having given you the Grounds and 
Reaſons whence ir is, thar the ſpiritual Houſes of Chriſt are ſo 
ſubjeCt to their Defilement and Corruption in this Life, we next 
come to the Application of the Point : E. 

1ſt Uſe, This ſerves then, in the firſt place, to inform us of 
dhe Duty both of the Miniſters and Hearers. 

Firf, Of the Miniſters, who, under Chriſt, are the Owners 
of his ſpiritual Houſes or Churches : Would you know what 
his Duty was that was the Owner cf the Levirtical Houſe, when 
the Plague of Leprolie broke forth in it ? Read Lev. 14. 35+ He 
was to go to the Pricit, and celi the Prieſt, that it ſeemed to 
him, chat there is as it were a Plague in the Hauſe 3 fo in like 
manner ought every Paſtor or Miniſter to do, even by Prayer, 
Faſting and crue Humiliation, to acquaint Jeſus Chriſt the grear 
High-Pricſt, with the teprous Diftemper,which is broken forth 1n 
his Churches : This is the Advice which the Spirit of God gave 
the Oid Teſtament-churches, as a means to cure them of their 
Pollution and Defilement, Fvel 2. 16, 17, 19. Gather the People, 
ſanifie the Congyegation, aſſemble the Elders, gather the Children 
and thoſe that ſuck the Breaſt ; let the Bridegromm g2 forth of bus 
Chamber, and the Bride out of ver Cloſzt ; let the Prieſts and Mi- 
niſters of the L1rd, weep between the Porch and the Altar, and les 
them ſay, Spare thy People, O Lord, and give nyt thy Heritage to re= 
proach ; then will the Lord be jealous for his Laid, and pity his 
People, The ſame Counſel was given to the New Teſtament- 
churches, in order to their healing, when the Plague of Le- 
proſfie (ar any time) broke ourupon them, Rev. 2. 4, 5+ Never- 
theleſs, I have. hmewhat again# thee, becauſe thou ha# left thy firs 
Love ; remember from whence thou art fallen and repent. Bur, alas, 
how far are the Guides and Minjſters of moſt of Chriſt's Church- 
es from acquainring our great High-Prieft, by Faſting, Prayer, 
and Humiliation, with the great Pollucion which hath lately 
broken forth 1n many of cheir Congregations? Where can we 
find one Miniſter amongſt them, that goeth to Chriſt and ſays, 
It jeems to me that there is as i were a Plagut b2zun in my Congre- 
gatian; yea, ſo far are ſome from making an open Diſcovery of 


* It, that they labour to hide and cover 1t what they can; like 


Perſons whoſe Houſes are infected with the Plague, endeavour 


to hide it from the Searchers, co avoid the Aﬀiition of being 


ſhur up : Ho common is it to hear how ſome Men will pang 
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and lefſen the Corruption of their Churches, by making great 

Corruptions to appear '0 be hrrle, and thoſe that are of the leſ-- 
ſer ſorr. ro be norhing ar all + but his is not the way to a Cure, no 

more than the tnaing ard keeping ſecret an Ulcer in the Bows- 

els is che way to lave a Man's Life, Pr. 28. 12, He that con- 

feſſeth and forjaveth his Sin ſha! find Mircy, but he that hideth his 

Imquity (ball nit proiper, 

Szconaly, We nas learn hence, what the Oury of the Hearers 
and Members of Churches 15, as well as what we heard is the 
Dury of Mintiters and Paſtors. | 

Firſt of all, Their Dury is this, Cuiz. ) To be earneſt with 
God bv Praver, that þe would continue his ſpecial Preſence of 
Grace with their Nirfters, and cive them a double Portion of 
his Spirit, thar the Urim and Thummin might never depart from 
their Heaas 3nG Hearrs fo long 3- ii. live with vou Your M1- 
niſters are your Secdimer, and 17 they, through their Unfaith- 
fuineis or Urikiite!r.< 1s, ſhould tos Pemlock infiead of Whear, 
what a {ad diiappoin'men: wauid ih1s ce to 1 our Souls? Your Mi- 
niſters are your Watchmen, ard it :hev ſhould fell under the Powe 
er of a ſleepy Lethargy, how ipcedily will the Devil ſow his 
Tares amongſt you? Your Minifiers are vour Angels, and if 
they through a Spirit of Devauchery tura Devils, how ſoon may 
your Churches be curned from ſo many Bees, into ſo:many Be» 
thavers ? Your Miniſters have large Opportunities to do you a 
grezt deal cf Good, ora great deal of Hurt, riicy may be great 
Bleſſings, or great Curſcs ro you, and you may expect them to 
be co yov, as you maxe them, either with or without your 
Priycrs, Col. 4. 3, 4 Withat, praying for us, that God would open 
unto 1:5 a dr5r of Utterance, t9 ſpeak the Miſtery of Chrif?, that I 
might make 1: manife$ as T cught to jpeah. 

And ſo wecome to the ſecond Obſervation : 

-d Dc. That the Defilemerts and Polluti:ic, 5. hich the Church- 
es of Chrif are ſi:hjet unto, while in this Life, ate mary times very 
open ant 02l:5/e. 

in ihe proſecution of this Note, I ſhall, fir, prove jt. 2dlg, 
Gi-e you the Reatvrs of ir, And, 32», apply jr, | 

Bur, Fr, for the Proof of ir, 1f you look back to the Old 
Tefiament-church, now oper, ard viſizle were the Pcllutions 
and Deilements of it, Ezek. 24. 9. For her Bliud is in the mids 
of 2er, the fet it KP9N the 1p of & Rech, fhe pared it out upon tho 
Ground 19 cover it with zhe Duff. Hol. 4. 13. They Sacrifice up:n th? 
tops of the Auntains, and burn Incerſe upon the Hills, Z2ph. 1. 5, 
Ard them that Worſhip the E928 of Heaven upon the Zou'e tops. Now 
what could be more open and viſible, than to commir their T- 

niquicy 
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niquity upon high Hills, higa Mountains, and Houſe-tops? So 
the Church of Rome, who was once ftiled the Beloved of God, 
and called to be Sainrs, Rom. 1. 5. yet at laſt how open and pub- 
lick was the Polinrion of rhar Church, Rev. 19. 5. And wp her 
Forehead was written, Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mather of - 
Harlots, and Abomination of rhe Eajth, 

And 1o we come to the Reatons of rhe Point : 

Reaſons. ) The firſt is dratin from Satan. The ſecond from 
God ; and, The third from the Churches themſelves. 

The firſt Reaſon 1s drawn from the Devil, who our of a per- 
feat Enmity to God, and Hatred to his Honour and Glory, la- 
bours ro drive on the Corruption, by the corrapr Taclhioations 
of rhe People of God, to the hizheſt pitch what he can : He 
knows chat the Hcnour of God never tuffers ſo much by che Sin 
of a protane Wor1d, as it doth by the Sin cf one of God's 
Churches inthe World; and this 1s that which makes God fo 
ſevere with his People, in puniſhing of them when rhey offend 
him with their Tranſgreflions, 49s 3. 2. Tou only have I known 
of all the Families of the E.irth, therefore will I puniſh you for your . 
Intquittes. . 

Secondly, The Devil doth ir in Policy, that he might thereby 
ſo much the more ftabliſh the Hearts of his own Children 1n 
cheir Wickedneſs ; betides he knoweth that 1t will abundantly 
ſtumble weak Ch:ittians in their way ro Si2n, hoping rchereby to 
bring them back a-ain 1nro their o14d Snare-. 

The ſecond Realcn is taken from God himſelf, who jn a way 
of Judgment to a Penole. riar thall rike a livery ro Sin jn any 
one degree, and retuſing to he reclauned, then God pives them 
up tO A ;.reater freedom to Sin, Hof. 3. T1. Becauſe Ep warm hath 
made many ttars to Sin, therefore Altars ſha! be urto Ephraim to 
ſin, So that what Choice NM. n will make jor cthemiulves finfully, 
God ( fomerimes) will make the ſame Choice for them judi- 
cially. | 

The third Reaſon is drawn from the Citurches rhemſelyes, 
with reſpe& to the unmo: rifiedneſs of rheir Lutts; tome chere 
are which have ſuch greac ſelling Luits, chat 1f Gor? thould ſuf- 
fer them to break our, they would make open as well as wofui 
Work upon the beſt of Men : You may peat how vi .lently the 
Corruption of David run forch, when a lictle ler flip by the 
Lord, and how viſibly and epen 1: ſhewed ic ſelf ro che World. 
So Peter, What could be more v'fible and open, than to Curſe 
and Swear that he knew not his Maſter ? So good Aaim, How 
open was his Sin in making the golden Calf? 

And {6 we come to the Application: 


1ſt Uſ7, 
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1it Vje, Is this ſo, that many times the Defilement and Polly- 
tion of the Churches of Chriſt are ſo open and viſible, while in 
this Life? Let ir ſerve then to ſtic up the Churches and People 
of God, to labour after a ſpotleſs holy Converſation, that they 
may regain the Honour which God hath ſo often loſt, through 
the careleſs walking of the reſt of God's profeſſinz Peop'e : 
You hear how induſtrious the Devilz1s ro endeavour the pollu- 
ung the ſpiritual Houſes of Chriſt; whileſt they arein this World, 
which ariſeth from his Malice and Hatred to his Creator, and 
that he may harden his Childreg in their Sins, and damp the Re- 
ſolutions of weak Chriſtians in Godlineſs : Oh ! how ſhould this 
Nir up the Hearts and Hands of all (that have any Love to 
Chriſt) ro be preiling on ſo much rhe more in the Practice of 
true Godlinets, redeeming the Time becauſe the Days are evil, 
that the World may fee thar Chriſt hath (yer) a few Names in 
Sardis, that do walk with him in white, and have not defiled 


* their Garments as the moſt have done ! Have other Churches 


their Spots upon them? How ſhould you ger your Garments 
waſhed in the Bloud of the Lamb? Are other Churches publickly 
Scandaious, Earthly-minded, walking with a proud and haughty 
Spiric? On! how ſhould you labour to regain the loft Honour 
of Chriſt again, in !abouring afrer a more heavenly frame of 


' Spirir, in being meek, holy, and humb'e1n the ſight of all Men ? 


Oh! that you vould conſider this, that Jeſus Chriſt was never 
more wounded jn the Houſe of his Friends, than ar this Day : 
Oh! if you have any Love for Chriſt, labour ro heal theſe 
Wounds again, by adorning the Do&rine of God and your Savi- 
our, with your holy Ceorrerfarions:; Oh ! forger not what a 
large Portion he hath given you in his Bioud, and what a good 
Inheritarce he hath purchaſed for you by his Blcud 3 ler him 
have the Fruir of ic which is a holy Converſation, Fobn 15. $. 
Herein is m. Father glorified, that you bear much Fruit. 

2d Uſe, Have the Houſes of Chriſt been hitherto ſubje&@ to 


- their Deflements and Pollutions;z Learn hence then by Faith 


and Praycr to haſten on ti;ofe happy Times, which theWord of 
Prophefie faith, are yer to ccme upon the Churches of Chriſt in 
this Life, when theſe ſpiritual Habitations of his, ſhall no more 
be troubled «1th theſe leprous Defilements and Pollutions in this 
World. There is one Propheſie which I ſhall mention for all the 
reſt, Pſal. 102. 13, with 15 Ver. Thzu ſhalt ariſe, and have mercy 
upon Zion, for the time to favour her, yea the ſet-time #s come : When 
the Lord ſhall build up Zim, he will appear in his Glery. I grant that 
this Propherie (parcly) had its fulfilling in: the Fews Redempri- 
en, our of their ſeventy Years Captivicy by Cyrus, and in the 
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building of the ſecond Temple by Nehemiah: but this was nor 
the urmo{t extent of the Prophefie, which clearly points to the 
latter times 0f the Goſpel-churches; even when as in Ver. 22 of 
this Pſal. The People are gathered together, and the Kingdoms to 
ſerve the Lord. Which time Fohn the Divine, placethafter the grear 
Rent that ſhall be made in Antichri's Kingdom, Rev. 11. 13. and 
then he tells you in Ver. 15. that the Kingdoms of this World, 
are become the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt, and he 
ſhall Reign for ever and ever; ſo that then, and nor cill then, 
may we expe the full Accomplithment of rhis Prophefie, in this 
102 P al. Ver. 12, witty 16. Cercainly, this muſt needs be a 
glorious Work, and a very g'orious Day, when the Lord ſhall 
ariſe to build Z/on himſclf, but although it be faid, that God 
will build Zion himſelf, we are not ro underſtand ir 1n oppoſite 
0 co the ule of outward Means or humane Inſtruments which 
God hath formerly uſed in this Work 3 no, but compararively, 
ſuch will che marvelous Preſence of his Glory be, which he will 
then attend thoſe withal, which he will emp oy w this Work 
of building his Z/on, as if God had never had a Hand in che Work 
before; which will make the Work exceeding cxcellenr and glo- 
ri-us in four ReſpeRs ; beyond whatever the Churches were a- 
dorned with before. 

Firft, For Beauty and Glory, in the Eyes of the World, 1jz. 
54. 11, 12. Oh thou aflited, and t5j-d with tempe$F, and nt com- 
forted, behold, I will lay thy Stones wi:h fair Colow's, and lay thy 
Fourdati-ns with Supvires. 1 wiil make thy Windows of Agates, 
ard thy Gates f Carbuncles, and all thy Berders of pleaſant Stenzs. 

Secmdly, This Work of building Zin will be marvelous, for 
Lighrand Knowledge in Myſtcrie- of Faith, about our Redemp- 

non and Juſtifcrion by Jeſus Chriit, rogerther with thoſe leſſer 
Points about which the Churches heretofore have becn ſo apt to 
diſagree: Iſa. 50. 19. Tye Sun ſhall be n2 more thy Light by Day, 
neither for Brigh:neſ« ſhall rh» Mon give Light urto thee, but the 
Lord (h.:ll be unto thee an ev-rlaſting Light So 1a. 29. 18. And 
in that Day ſhall the Deaf hear th: Wrd's of th? B:ak, and the Blind 
ſhall ſre out if Obſcu t'y, and out of Dat kn:ſs. 

Tvirdly, This Vork will be as marvelous for Peace and Quiet- 
neſs to ce Churches, who have enjoyed very little of this in the 
Ages of the World herctotore ; in-iced, for a ſpurr or a ſhort 
ſpace of cime, we have found thar rhe Churches of Chriſt have 
had {me Glence in their heavenly Places for the ſpace of halt an 
Hour, Rev. 8. 1. ſome ſhort breathing. lomelittic freedom from 
Perſecution, but their Clouds have ſoon rerurned upon them a- 
gain after the Rain: Oh! byt when the Lord ſhall ariſe ro build 
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Zron himſelf, then Violence ſhall no more be keard intkeir Land, 
nor W aſting and Deſtruction within their Burlers, bur they ſhall 
call their Walls Salvation, and the Gares Praiſe, I1ſic. 60. 19- 
Fourth!y, When the Lori ſhall ariſe to build Zim the Work 
will be firmiy and laſtinziv done 3 tho' the former Builacrs were 
gracious and godly Men, yet ho. quickly have cheir Work 
cumbled down again ? David and So{:mor, which buiided the 
Temple and City of Z:52 ar firſt, and thovgh they were holy 
and wite Men, vert their Building ſtood nor long afrer them : 
Ard the like we rcad of, N:heriah, Exra, and Z:1ubbatel, Men 
of great Wi:dom and Integriry, who were Builders of the City 
and Temp:e of Z7-n a ſecond time; bur, alas ! ho ſoon did rhe 
Romans demoliſh rhetr Work again ? But when God ſha!l arite to 
build Zi» himſe!f, the Work ſhall ſurely ſtand for ever, as thar 
no $425.42} or T5144 faall be able ro obſtruct it, nor no Nebu- 
cidrezyar, or Ann Titzs ſhall ever be able to pull down this 
Work to the Worid's end. 1. 4.5. And the Lord will create up- 
n every Dwvelling-place of Moun! Bios, and 1991 her Afﬀſemblies, a 
Cloud and a Sm.th b» D.iy, and the Shiring of a flaming Fire by 
Rogitt, fir upon ail the Glry ſhall be a De: >nce. Ok, that we cou'd 


ger fuch a fizht of this s glorious Work by Faith, as might par us 
upon the liziining of it into the W orid by Praver ! 

£5: Vj-, In the means cime, uni! this glorious Work comes 
147a The Word, lt ilthath been {cid abour 1, ſerve to make 
us (cho may never kve © fee this g'orious Day) our mult yer 
TSN:21N 4 mnonglt the C-urctesof Chill fo ſabjet £ et) to rheir 
Den:zments and Po:lictons, let th - Thoughts of 1t, m:ke Heaven 
te more dctirible £o us. Oh ! think ofren upon n the Purity of 


©1077ew FAulale's «ich is2>0ve 2, and comfor: your elves 1n the 
Wedinonons 79 :ae SPohEH nets of thoſe heavyeniy aces unto 
WHICH OU Te a £39? FO ues that never had the leaft of a Le- 
P7C:ie t02nd 17 em, n the leaſt ſpot of any Defiiement or 


N;-v/ mM 3 where you may be { fure to tind a!l clean 
enc Dre, cicin from Sin and Corruption, or the leaſt inclinatis 


09 £57039, where Hvoocrifte and Hereſje never was, nor C- 
VET ENters, Were <trife and Comention ſhall never ſhew 1ts 
Face, 007 4 Bickhier ever appear within the limits of thar holy 
City, nhict have © troubled and perplexed the Churches of 
Ciriitin hs life: On! ltihe Thoughts of theie things comfort 
vour Hearrs, that it 1s your Father's good Pleaſure to give you 
2 K:n:GCm, 
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PART IX. 

Ti:u kating diſpatch'd what related to the Diſeaſe of the Hoſe, which 

was « Leprfie;, tegether with what the Inbabitant in it was to do 

upon the breaking firth of the Diſeaſe, namely, he was to go to 

the Prief, and ſay, It jcems to me that there is as it were a4 
Plague in the Howie. 


WE next come to the Grounds and Reaſons why the Inha- 

biranz of the Houſe was to make ſuch a Diſcovery of the 
Plague to the Prieft. The Reaſon was this, (vzz._) To pre- 
ſerve the things in the Houſe from the like Infettion, Lev. 14. 35. 
Then the Pri & ſhail cunmand that they empty the Houle before the 
Prieſt gs in to ſee the Plague, that ail that is 1n the Fuſe be 97 made 
Unclean. Now if we apply this to the ſpirirual Houtes of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ir will atford us this profitable Oxtervation : 

Do. That it is th: Daty of the Churches of Chi1:?, who are ſound 
and hea!thy in the Faith, ( in order to tiear Preiervaiion_) to heep 
as mu. h at a diſtarce as they Can, from ſacn Churches Ks Are corrupted, 
and 12 nt be healed, 

The Truth of this Obſervation appears both from che Old and 
New Teſtament : | 

Fir, From the Ola Teſtament, when the ten Tribes beczme 
Corrupt with Idolatry, through their Compliznce witit 7 erc00- 
am*s Calvis ar Dan and Beib:1, who ha fcveral Prophets ot rhe 
Lord tent ro them, to reduce them io their O-edience 2gatn, bur 
would nor be reclaiined 3 upon this Retulzi,-od fenis av Exhor- 
tation to the Churci of Judah, wr ro do as Jrael had done, 
Houſca 4.15. Though Ijraei play the Harl)t, et I: nat Fadah off-nd, 
But :o prevent F:da/, from being defiled with Iſ-a21's Pollucion, 
2 thorough Separation is eniovazcd upon Futzh, tiiatihitt Come 
n:union with che ten Tribes might not occation heir tottution 
r-ith the tame 1d>-latry, 9}. 4. 15. with 19 Ver. Com? ze not unto 
G-lgal, n-ither g» ye up t9 Bethaven 3 Ephraim us jlyred to lavls, let 
him alone, IT kaow, that tome are of the Opinion, thar chis 17 
Veriz 1s ©o be applied 10 tie Propher Hoſea, he only was to let 
Ep?raim alone, 15 as not to Preach or Prophefie to them any 
more, ſeeing they wou'd ſtill be a revbelitons Hou'te ; bur who 
ever ſhalt cempare Chap, 1. Ver. 5g, with the 4 Chap. and che 
I<, IS, 17 Ver. muſt need: conclude, that it was Fuda?'s Sepa- 
ration from the ren Idojarrous Trives, which was principally u 
tended 1n theſe Texts. 6 

Secwialy, The like Truth will the New Teftanenrt afford us; 
fer if ve 52aHder the Church of Roe in 15 0:jglnd ani firit 
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Plantation, none can deny but that it was a famous Goſpel- 
charch of Jeſus Chriſt, and one of the Golden-candleſticks a- 
moneſt which hedelighted ro walk ; for we read that their Faith 
was ſpoken of throughout the World, R277. 1. $. but withal, 
you may read, when they became a leprous Church, and would 
not be healed, are then al! the ſound People of God required ro 
ſeparate from her, Rev. 18: 4. And I heard another Voice from Hea- 
ven, ſaying, Come out of her my Pecp!le, that ye be nat Partakers of 
her Sins, and that ye receive not of ber Plagues. 

Neſt. But whar kind of Corruption is it, which will warrant 
our Separation from any Church in order to our Preſervation ? 

Anſ. That moſt of our Divines do agree in this,that a Churches 
Corruption in the Doftrine of the Goſpel, and will not be re- 
formed ; this gives Warrant for our Separation from ſuch a 
Church. And, thar a Separation from ſuch a Church appears to 
be our Duty, will appear from thefe Grounds: 

Fir, Becaute of the Reaſon which is given inthe Caſe of the 
Levirical Houle, Lev. 14. 35. Te ſhall empty the Houſe, that all 
that is in the Hou'e be not inade Unclzan. But ſpiritual Polſution 
1s the moſt danyercus of all, it ſeizeth the ſpiritual part, there- 
fore the more to be abandoned ; Nature reacherth Men to ayoid 
the Plague, which only endangereth the Body; and ought we 
not much more avoid that Plague which dottf inevitably endan- 
ger our Souls ro our eternal Dammage? A corporal Leprofie 
dcth only ſhur out the Difeaſed from Communion with Men, 
bur a ſpirirual Leprofie, ſhurs Men out from Communion with 
God, Iſa. 59. 2. But your Iniquities have ſeparated between you and 
your God, and your Sins have hid his Face from you, that he will not 
bear. God can Love us, Comfort us, and hold Communton wich 
us, under the greateſt outward Pojlurion thar can light upon oug 
ou:ward Man; bur he can neither Love us, or Delight in us, nor 
hold the leaſt Fellowſhip with us, 1n our ailowed Sins. 

2d Rea'on. | Why we ought to ſeparate irom currupt Church- 
es, if unreclaimable, becauſe, orherwite, we make our lelves Par- 
takers with chem in their evi] Deeds, for we ouzht nor co par- 
take with other Mens Sins, Rev. 18. q+ Partake not with her in 
ber Sins. 

3d R-afn,) Becauſe if we partake with others in their Sins, 
we are liable co partake withthem in the Puniſhment which God 
ſhall infli&t upon them for the ſame, Rev. 18. 4+. Partake wot 
with her in ber Sins, le$ ye partake of her Plagues. God hath 
Piagues for Apoſtatizing Churches, and Puniſhments for thoſe 
that ſha!l joyn with them : Good ang 0m po zoyning with an 
Idolatrous 4hab, was like to coſt him his Life 3 God wyl puniſh 
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che Circumciſed with the Uncircumciicd, if chey be both found 
in one Tranſpgreſlion. | : 

4th Reaſm.) Why we muſt ſeparate from unreclaimable cor- 
rupted Churches, is, becauſe in fo doing we are Witneſſes for 
God againſt their evil Deeds: You may read, that when the 
Church of Rome became a corrupr Church, firſt, God gave his re- * 
formed People a Call to ſeparate from her, Rev. 18, 4. 'And, ſe« 
chndly, Stirs up his People ro be Wirnetlſes againſt her,Rev.11-6. 

+ And fo ne come to the Application : ; 
Was From all that hath been ſaid upon this Poinc, ter us learn 
theſe four Leſſons ; 

157, Ler us learn ro be Humble. 24ly, Fruitful. 3d!y, Thank- 
ful. And, 4tbly, Watchful. 

Fir, Let us learn to be Low and Humble in our own Eyes , 
many of us may have Parts, Gifts and Graces, enough ro make us 
to forget our felvts, if the Lord, by a ſtrong Hand upon our 
Hearts, did nor keep us Humble. Oh ! remember that all your Ad- 
vancements are of Free-grace, you have nothing which you can 
call your own bur your Sins, therefore have you nothing of your 
own to be proud of, or to glory in, unleſs you will glory in your 
Shame; your Sins are yours, and your Corruptions are yours, 
and your inward Thoughts are full of Rotrenneſs, and can you 
boaſt of this? And what you have beſides this, is none of yours 
bur God's; And will you be proud of that which Free-grace hath 
beſtowed upon you? Doth nor the Apoſtle lay, Whos it which 
makes thee to differ > And what haſt thou which thou haſt nor 
received ? You yet retain the Efſentials of a Church, whileſt 0- 
thers have loſt theirs, and you yer ſtand when ſome orher 
Churches are dropt to the Ground, you yet retain the Sound- 
neſs of the Dottrine of the Goſpel, and good Diſcipline accor- 
ding to the Order of che Goſpel 15 upheld amongſt you, when 
both Doctrine and good Diſcipline are almoſt worn to norhing 
in ſome other Churches ; Qh! be not High-minded, bur fear: Oh $ 
rememHer that you are as liable ro fall from your Stedfaſtneſs as 
any Church which hath fallen before you ; and you are liable ro 
the worſt of Errors and Corruption both in Dottrine and Diſ- 
Cipline as well as others, and you ſtand by Faith, faich the A- 
poitle: Oh! rake heed, becauſe you are never nearer Ruine, 
than when your Gifrs, Parts and Priviledges do lift you up, 
Lake 10.15. And thu Capernaum, which art exalted 10 Heaven, 
ſball be thrufl d»wn into Hel. 

Secondly, Ler it reach us Fruitfulneſs, becauſe there is no- 
thing which will preſerve your ſtanding more than thisz not 
t9 receive tize Truth in the Love of it, is the ready ay -— 
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loſe ir, and wo be given up to believe Lies, that you may be 
Damned, 2 Ti-}. 2. 11, 12. and not to hear the Word mix- 
ed with Faith, 15 the ready way to loſe the Faith at laft; ir's 
the Barrenneis of the Vineyard which makes the Huſbandman 
to throw it open to the wild Beaſts, which was the Threar- 
ning 07 God to his [ſrael of old, Iſa. 5. 1, 2, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9 Ver. 
therefore look to ir, that vour Hearts and Lives be fruitful ; 
God wi.l nor be put off with the fruitleG Leaves of an empty 
outward Profeſhon, Matt. 21. 19. When once we let go the 
Power and Life of Religion, and think to p!eaſe God with an 
empry Form of Godlinets, he will ſpew ſuch Churches, or par- 
ticular Church-members our of his Mouth, Rev. 3. 16. Oh ! ler us 
labour for a ſpirit of Zeal and Fervency in all we do for God; 
{er rhe Hearr-ſearching God, tee more of our Sincerity, Faith, 
and Love to him, 1n 21] the Duties of our Ovedience v hich we 
dircc :o him, with more of ovr Self-denja', Neeknets, Mercy, 
Charity and Holineſs 1n our Converſations before him : Ol ! ac- 
count not your le!ves truly ſafe, longer than you are anſwering 
the <ndsof your ſpiritual Privileiges z you have had much from 
God, many ch:1ce Orcinances, many a precious Waterii2s, Ma- 
ny rick Gifts and Graces, al! which do cail tor great Fruitful- 
nets: Oh! have a care, thar for rhee golden Doilars, you pay 
kim nor off wtth a few braſs Counters a: ain ar laſt. | 
Thirdl., Let it learn you the Duty of Thankfulneſs ro God, 
thac you are yet a People, bearing his Name upon you, and 


that you are yet Churches and Houſes ſtaring in the Faith of 


our Lord Jeſus; and cip<cially, let us bleſs God for this, name- 
ty, in that he hath male tuch proviſion tor our Preſervation, ro 


-keep us from that Corruption which hath ſo much endangered 


other Cinucches, which Proviſion lieth in r-2t Precepr cf his, 
Rev. 18. 4+ wita 2 Cor. 6. 16, 18. requir'::: cur Separation from 
other infeacd Churches that wiil not be +:-aied, What a fad 
condition had the reformed Churches beca in, who lived in the 
Bowels of che Karan Apodftacy, if they might nor have had li- 


| berty to ſeparate from them 2? Bur, you hear, i: was nor only 


their Liverty, bu; their commanded Dury fo tro do, You have 
alſo ſeen iv rhe {Levicical Rouſe, which was a Tipe of the ſpiri- 
tual Houſes of Teſus Chrift, the Prie:t was ro command, that 
the things inte Houie not intedted, ſhould be all drought forch, 
that ti:ey might be preierved from the Leprofie within 3 which 
was a merciful Proviſion ro be embraced wits Thankſgiving : 
Oh ! thercfore, be you rruly tian i) roGod, Firſt, In chat you 
may feparate vcur feives from '--70us Cirurches for your own 
Preſervation. Secondly, Be cnanktul that tt 1s not your Portion. 
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to he ſeparated from by others for your own Pollution, that the 
red Crofts 1s not yer nxed up2n your Church-dours, ro be @ 
Warning to al} others to ftind of from you ; Oh! how dorh this 
cali upon all tuch Churches for Thankfulneſs ro God for his hj- 
therto preſerving of you, and to cry our with D.wvii, Lec us rake 
the Cup of Salvation. and give Thanks ro thy Name; aid fee ro - 
;r, rhar 1 be not a Lip-thankfulneſs onlv, bur a Life-chanktul- 
neſs principally : Ler your Obedience ro God, be the Interpre- 
ter or his Goodnets ro your Souls, becauſe he deltghreth more 
in Obedience, than in whole Burnt-ofterings, or Sacritices of the 
fatcett Lambs. 

Ezuritly, Ler this Truth reach us Watchfulneſs 3; wakeful 
Chriftiens are utually che ſateft Chriſtians, ſafeft from the Er- 
rours and Pollucions which tecure Chriſtians and Churches are 
- endangered by. The Watchman's ſleepy Seaton, was the Evit 
Ones feeding Seaſon, Matr. 13. 25. the Devil (oy whoſe hand 
the Churches of Chritt are defiled) is a waketul Enemy, who 
doth bur warch when Ciriftians are tecure, then 1s his time, 
to work and plat their Ruine. Sr. Peter well underitood this, 
therefore gave the Churcies this Adinonition, I Pe?. 5. 8. Be 
ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary, th? Devil, like a roar- 
ing Lion, goeth about ſeeking whan he may devaur., You kaow in 
peſtilenrial Seaſons, when the Plague 1s hot in a Town or Ciry, 
then will Men keep Watch and Ward in thoſe Towns and Cities 
which are free from the Diſcaie, that they may preſerye them- 
ſelves, becauſe, orherwiſe, a zreat deal of Hurt may acrue ro 
ſuch Places jo a lirrle ſpace of time : No lefs Security oughr the 
Churches of Chriſt ro take to pieterve themſelves, becauſe they 
live in a World of Danger ; the Plague 15 every-where round 
2>our them, 1n every Heart, 1n every Houle, that chey have tra 
do wich all; the Piaguc of Hypocrifie, Formality, Pride, Earih- 
ly-mindedgets, Errour, Idolarry. with all manner of lying Won- 
ders, with ftrong Deluſfions of deceivable Unrighteouſncls, in 
every Place you can light upon, or enter inc 3 ail which calls 
upon all Chriſtians and Chriſtian-churches, to be wacchful, and 
narrowly to look to themſelves. 

And fo we come ro che ſecond Ground of Diſcovery, namely, 
hy tre Inhabitant of the leprous Houte, was to go to the 
Prieſt, and to fay, Thar it ſeemerh to me, there is as ir were a 
Plague in the Houſe ; the Purpoſe of ic was, that the Houſe mighr 
be healed, Z-v. 14. 41. And be ſba!l cauſe the Houſe to be ſcraped 
within, round a5our, and they ſhall pour out the Duſt, that they ſcra- 
p2d 9F, without th? City, into an unclean place. Which leads us ts 
the ſecond Gen-ral, nainely, To the Remedy ir ſelf, avoar 
vhich we may goicrve cheie things: Fir, 
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Fir, The Healer, or the Perſon healing, and that was the 
Pricit, Fer. 36. 

' Szcondly, We are next to obſerve, what was to be done by 
the Prieſt, in order to the Healin2 of the leprous Houſe z where, 
firit, he was to (crape off that part of the Wall which was in- 
fected. 

Secondly, If that would not do, then was he to take out the 1n- 
fetted Stones, and to place o:her Stones in the room of the 
former, Ver. 40, 41, 42. Which leads us to the laſt rhing, (Cv:z.) 
Tf nothing of ail this Neans uſed, w:ll prove healing to the 
Houſe, then was the Prieſt to break down the Houſe, the Stones 
thereof, the Timber thereof, and the Morrcar thereof, and carry 
1t out of the City, 1nto an unclean place, Ver. 45. 

Bur, firſt of all, we are to take norice of the Perſon who was 
the Healer, and that was the Prieſt, Ver. 36. 39, The Prieft ſbal 
£2 into the Houle, ard ſha 153k on the Plague : Which Prieſt in 
chis Work vas a Tipe of Chriit, who 1s our great Goſpel High- 
Prieſt, whoſe Office it 1s ro heal hits Goſpel-houſes of their ſpi- 
ritual Leprofies, which they are fabje& unto whilſt jn this 
World. 

Fram whence ye may obſerve this Note : 

Doct. That Fejzs Chriit x the great Healer of all the ſpiritual 
Leprofies. Poicut inns and Denlements, which happens to his Churches 
in this Life. - Jer. 2. 22. Return ye back-ſliding Children, and I 
will heal y:ur Bacz-ji- tings. Exod. 15. 26. 1 am the Lord that 


healztb thee. 2 Chron. 30. 22. The Lord bearkned to Hezebtah, 


and healed the People. * 

F::#, Re healech h:s Ciurches of the Guilt of Sin, by the 
ſprin>ling of his Bloud upon them, 1 Fohn 1. 7. The Blud of 
Feſus Chriſt cleanſcin vs jrom all Sin, 

Secondly, He healeth them of the Prevalcrcy of Sin, Ro. 6. 14, 

Thirdly, He heaicth them of the Fruits and EffeRs of Sin 3 
as, firſt, he healeth his Churches of their errontous Docrine, 
Prov. 8. 20. Tj. 42. 16, with Chap. 29. 24. 

F.withly, He healeth his Churches of cheir Lukewarmneſs, 
Mat. 4. 2. 

Fifth, He kealerh them of their Barrennetrs and Unfruitful- 
neſs urder the Mcans of Grace, which contifis of his Word of 
Inſiruciicn. and Red of Corre&ion, Hoſe 14. 4, 5, 5 Ver. 

Sixtbl;, Chnſt healeth Ins Churches of thetr Divitions, and 
that urhappy conten:ijous Spirit, which the Devil 1s always Kind» 
ting amongit chem, //a. 11.13», 

Seventh!ly, Are the Churches of Chriſt, ( ſomnerimes ) rorn 
and rent to pieces with Errour and violent Perſecution ? ons 
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w:ll have his time, when to heal mis Churches of all theſe 
Ren:s znd Wounds, which they have ſuffered for his Name and 
Glory in tizis Worid, Ezzh, 34. 16. In a word, he hath nor on- 
ly Healing in himliclt'tor his Churctes (who is gheir Tree of Life 
for that purpoſc) but rhe Leaves which hang about him, brings 
Health and Healing to the Nations of the Errch, R-we 22. 2. be- 
cauſe where-ever he gocth, he carriech Healing iu hs Wings, 
Mal. 42: 2. 
And fo we come to the Application, 
1ſt Uſe, Is this fo, thar Jeſus Chrilt 15 the great Healer of the 
ſpiritual Leproites of his Churches ? this ferves te inform them, 
. wy where to go, and unto whom to repair, for ſpiritual Heal- 
ing, when their ipiricual Leprofies do at any time break out up- 
on them. You have ſeen thar it was rhe Levinical Prieſt, which 
was appointed to heal the leprous Houſe under the Old Teftamentr, 
{o ir 15 Jeſus Chriſt our Goſpel-Prieſt, and only him, which isap- 
pointed co heal the ſpiritual Houſes of the Lord under the New 
Teſtament ; and as God the Father appointed him to chis Heal- 
ing Work, {o did he fit him with all unſpeakable Accompliſh- 
ments for it, 1/2. 61. 1. The Spirit of the Lard God is upon me, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good Tydings to the Meek, 
be hath ſent me to bind up the b5r»þen Hearted, and to proclaim Liberty 
to the Captives, and to cpenthe Priſon-d:ors to them that are bound. 
And, faith 725n, The Fulneſs of Grace 1s in him, Fobn 1. 16. not 
only a fulneis af Grace, bur a fulreſs of Grace and Truth too, 
Ver. 17. Certainly we do but run from th2 Living to the Dead, 
when we go for a Cure of Church-p2l'ution, co any means = 
marily) buc Chriſt in this caſe: Yer, how common 1s it to hear 
ſome Chriſtians, relieving their dying Hopes under Church-de- 
cays and Diſorders, in looking to fome outward Means for help 
ar this ſide Chriſt? Oh, their great Hopes have been, that the 
King, or ſuch and ſuch a Pariiamenrt, Synod, or Convocation 
would fer things in better order, and give us a Cure to all our 
Church-deviſions and Diſtcaipers : But, alas ! Princes,. Parlia- 
ments, Synods and Counſels, may pity, bur little profit the 
Churches under their ſpiricual Maladiesz bur to cure them, they 
cannor, becauſe che Gilzad-balm which ſhould do the Work, they 
have not with them: Conſtantine the Great, laboured as much to 
heal rhe Chucches of the A4r:an Herefie, as eyer did any Empe- 
rour, but he found ic a Task for no earthly King to perform : Oh ! 
no, it was only Chriit chat was appointed and ficred for this Work, 
it is Chriſt and not Man, that hath the Honour to be rhe Repai- 
rer of Zion's Breaches, and of raifmg up rth= decayed Tavterna- 
cles of Davra, it's none but he char can cloſe up the Breaches of his 
Gi- 
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divided People, Amos g. it. At that Day I will raiſe up the Ta- 
berracts of David that is fall>n den, ind cl-ſ> up the Breaches there. 
ot, end T will raiſe wp bis Rieens, and 7 will build as in the days © 
cid, Hence then.ve need nor wonder at fo many fick and fore 
Churches, which we hear ar ſce ro He in the World; ſome al- 
moſt over-ipread with rhe Leproice of Superſtition 3 others fick 
with 2 proud hauch:y Spirit, ru'trg with Rizour over the Con- 
{ctences of rheir Brethren ; ochers again, fu!l of rhe boils and 
botches of Prophaneneis3 others bliſter'd al! over with the ſores 
of a con:enrious and dividing Spirit, rhe Cauſe of a!! this, even 
f-om whence theſe Matadies do arife, licth here, (vir. ) Theſe 
ſeprous Churches, eirther labour not for Realing at all, or ſeek 
nor :o the true and right Phyiician for help ; they ſeek not tro 


Chriſt, bur co Creatures for a Cure, their Help flanderh nor in 


che Name of the Lord, bur rather in the Name of worldly Pow- 
ers, 1n Svnods, Convocartions and Parliaments, and it cheir Help 
and Succour come not in thts way to them, they wil! ſeex it no 
6 here elie, or if they do, it ſhall nor be ro Chriſt ; Bur whene- 
ver, or where-ever we hope to ſee tuck Churches in a better Con- 
dit1;n, without rhe uie of better M-ans chen the moft have hi- 
incrio uſed (in the neglett of Chriſt) vou nay plainly fee whar 
the Portion is which tach Churches may expect at Chrift's Hands, 
Jo- 25.5, 6. 

2d Ve, Ler vhat hath been ſaid, periwade the Churches of 
Ch:ift in general, and every Chriitian in particular, to e£1vethe 


whole Honour of their ſpiricuzl Cure, ro Chriſt alone; have a - 


care of thruſting him our of his Work, by thrufiing in of any 
thing into it, or by employing of any one elie abou: this Work, 
wi:icit is only proper to him : -thece 15 no Man cught to take this 
Hoocur upcn him, but he thar is called of God as A.zr5n was, 4uron 

25 ut a Typical Healer to the Church of the F-w-; it's rrue,he was 
a Viithle Healer of their Plagues, Pettilence, Sins, and Sufterings 
u hich thev were ſubjett unto, but ſtill, the principal Healer was 
Ci:rift. in the Perſon of Aaron : Ch ! rake not away this Honour 


2% "2-57 once fard, Tobn 4. 683. Lord, t9 whom ſh.ill w2 go ? for thou 
þ 7 5: $55 ts of eter na! Life, Chriſt is the good Shepherd, Fobx 
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inz, if norto him 2: Ia a word; He is that Sun of Righteouſneſs, ' 
which carcieth that Healing in his. Wings, - which makes the fee- 
bleſt of his People to grow up as Fat as the Calves of the Stajl, 
Mel: 4. 2. Thus having viewed the Healer of the leprous Houſe, 
which was the Prieſt 5 we next come to-canfider, what, was to 
be done by the Prieft, in order to the $5 ns & the Houſe. - . 

Fir, He was 0. (crape off that part of the Wall in the Houſe, 
which was infeted wich the Leprolie,. /er..41. He ſha! cauſe the 
Houſe to be ſcraped within round about. .. - 712 

This ARtion of che Levirical. Praeſt, doth livelily Type out the 
Work'of Chriſt, who is our Goſpel High-Pcieſt, in the cleanfing 
of his Goſpel Spiritual-houſes ; we need nordoubt, bur the levi- 
rica] Prieſt. had lis Inſtruments and other Means, to uſe in the 
cleanfing of the leprous Houſe. So Jeſus Chriſt he hath 3lfo his In- 
ſtrumeants and Means touſe in the cleaning of his levrous Ghurch- 
£53, no doubt bur the Levirical Prieft nad his Levires ro affiſt 
him in ſcraping aff the infeRed. Plaiſter of, the Houle ; ſo hart. 
Jeſus Chrift, his Minilters to. work by, in the ſcraping off the 
Poltution of his Churches : Heace they are called Work-men, 
2 Tim. 2, 15. and Labourers, ſuch as lahour in che Word and 
DoQtrine, 1 T:m. $. 17. even ſuch by whoie Labours chey preſent 
Men perfett in Chriſt Jeſus, Col. 2. 28.  - : 

. Secondly, The Means which Chriſt uſeth in cleanſing of his 
Ehurches, t the Preaching of the Word, with the Power of the * 
Haly-Ghott working wich ic, Fohbn 15. 3. Now are ye clean through 
the Word,which 1have ſprhen unto you. By this it i,:har Chriſt icrapes 
his Churches clean, from that leprous Filch which is apr cock aye 
unto them; by this it was, which h- healed his difcated Church 
' 1a the Wilderneſs, from thoic frequent Rebellions which ſo of- 

ren broke out among them, -Pſal. 109. 20. He ſent his Word and 
b2aled them, and d-livered them from th:ir Deftra-ti91., By this It. - 
was which he healcd by ſcraping his People 1n Baby/;n, from char 
Lacieannets, which they went away Fouland Fil:hy withal from 
their own Land : He ſent his Word and Prophets to them, to 
{crepe them clean of taar Defilement, Exel. 3. 11. - 0 get thee to 
them of the Captivity, unta the Children of thy Pcopl:, and ſpeak un- 
t) them, and tell them, thus ſaith the Lard God, Whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. So Exzt. 35.33. Thus ſaith the 
Lard, In the Day that T ſhall have cleanſed you, from all your Iniqut- 
tres, I will cauſ: you to dwell in the Cities, Andby the fame Means 
it was, which our Lord endeavoured to cleanſe the ſeven Church- 
es of Aſia, as Epheſus, from their coldneis of Love to hum, Per- 
£ngs of ics unſound Dotitine, Thyarra of its Neglett in Diſcipline, 
Sardis of irs ſpiritual Deadneis, and Laodices of irs Lukewarm- 
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neſs, he fenthis Word to thei all by his Servant. Zebn, to Tleanſc 
_ from their ſpiricue? Leprofies and:Pollation,: Rev. 3; g, 5 
Verſes. | % G3 SENSE = 
Secondly, Bur if the vfe of this means will nor do, Chriſt will 
aſe other means thar ſhall. and that 15 "Afflifiion : If the Word 
will not fcrape, *the#bd ſhall rake, wntil Chriſt hath ferch'd off 
the Ruſt from: ffs People ; 'rhe Rod; ſometimes, eff. Qs and 
brings to paſs whar the Word derth nor; che Word may, and. dorh 
ſhew Men their Duty, bur 4r's the Rot which urives Nen to 1t 5 
many a Man, which hath leapt over the Word, yer at laſt'fath 
been fetchr back again by the Rod i-AMivtions. (if ſanttityed) 
are as neceffary forthe People of God,” as Phyſick is fora diſcs» 
fed Body, they ate purging Means if order to «healthful Coaftt 
Turion. David found much good by His Affiiftions, P/at. 11594 
71. Afﬀitions makes way for the eattunce'of rhe Word 3m 
fe Aﬀettions, which have 1zin for fome Years as lifelets upon 
the Heart, as Secd npon the Ground that wants Ram. Foſepb's 
Prerhren, who firfully fold him inte Egypt; ay under the unre- 
pented Gilr of char Sin for rwenty Years together, until the Rod 
of affliction awakened ir in their _onſciences, Gen. 42-21; 
' So we cone to the Application. 2 2 240k 
1ſt V/e, This then ſhould teach the Ghutches of God igreat 
Thankfulneſs to him, aho hath made fuch-gractous Proviſion a- 
ainft their (piriteal Maladies, he might have ſuffered you allto 
2ve periſhed in your Pollutions and Defilertients,and have took as 
prear Satisfaftion in the glorifying of his Juſtice in your final De- 
ration, az in magnifving of the Riches of his Grace and Mercy 
m your Rechvery : Oh! bucon theorher Hand, whar cauſe have 
we all co adore rhe Riches of b>undleſs Grace with a thankful 
Admiration, thar a Fountain of Mercy is found our, and ſetwide 
open for the worſt of Lepers, and leprons Churches, to Waſh in 
and be Clean? Are you jiadle to the Leprofie of Pride, Paſſion, 
Lukewarmnefs, Errours. Earchlv-mindedneſs ? Doth a Spirir of 
Diſcord, Back#iting and Envy break forth amongſt you ? Lo 
here is the ord and Ordinances of rhe Goſpel in Place, ts ſcrape 
and cleanie off ail chis from you, which if actended with a divine 
Blefling, i: 15 a quick and powerful Means, ſharper than a two- 
edged Sword, to divide aſunder the Joynrs and Marrow, the 
Soul and Spirit, and 1s a Diſcerner of the Thoughts of the Hearr, 
Heb. 4-12. And you have heard, if this Means will not do, ra- 
ther than God will ſuffer his People ro Periſh and*Rot in their 
Corruption, he will uſe his Rod of Correttion, to ſer home his 
Word of Inftru&ion upon their Souls, which ſhall fmarr their 
Bzcks, to recover their Hearts, 1/4. 27. 9+ By this therefore the 
E. tri 
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theTener's YDoufe, Cleanſed. $3 
Iriquity of: Jacob {ball . he purged, this ſhall be the Fruit thereof, { 
w;lltabe away thetr-Sin. | Oh! , chereioreall ye.thatare the Seeds 
of Facob, be you thankful ro God that he hath given you: hig 
Ward, and will nor ſuffgr yoy co want his Red, they being both 
appointed in his divine Wiſdom, asa healing Means againſt youx 
iricual Leprofies, whenever they ſhall break our upon you:. Haw 
ould the thoughts of chjs abundanc Care of God over you, maks 
au to cry out with Duv/d,. Pſal. 193; 2, 3- 0 bleſs the Lrg, | 
my Soul, and all mithin gre forget nat his boly Renefits, wha forghyet 
al] thy Taiquities, and healeth all thy Diſeaſes. ” SO 
2d Vſe, Let this-Truth ſerve to. perſwade, all the cleanſed 
Lepers of Chriſt, to carry the Matter as they ought todo, rg- 
wards the means of their Cleanſing, which, as you haye heard, 


conſiſts of theſe rwo things; Fir, The Word of Inſtrutions | 


Secondly, Of the Rod of CorreQion. 

Fir of all, Seeto jr, that you carry the Matter well towards 
the Ward of Inftrufzon, ſo as not to impriſorrit in your Heads 3 
make not your Heads: (as roo many do) a Jayl to the Ward ; 
there be bur rog. many that will hold the Truth in Unrighteauſ- 
neſs, who are unwilling that the Light of the Word, which is 
got into their Heads, ſhould come down into rheir Hearts, for 
zeax left jrs ſhining Light ſhould becomea perplexing Hear with- 
in-chem; to prevent thar, they ſtrive to hold faft the Doors 
againſt the Truth, as a Man who fears an Arreſt, . bolts faft rhe 
Doors of his Houſe againſt the Bailiffs 3. but 1f eyer you mean 
£0 bave benefit. by the Word, fo as. to. be cleanſed from your 
finful Leprofjcs, yau muſt ler the Truth our of Priſon, agd giye 
ita free Paſaze, that ir may be glorified in you; Ler ir run from 
Room to Room, from the Head to the Heart, and from the 
Heart to the Will,and from the Will tothe Conſcience, and from 
rhence to the Aﬀettions, thar ſo ic mizh. have an uninrerrupte 
Qut-ler into the Converſation; ſo to do, Is co carry the Mat» 
ter as you ought towards the Word of Inftruttian. 

Secondly, Be ſure you carry the Matcer well towards the Rad 
of God's Correttion ; when Afﬀictions do light upon yau,..do 
not frer, repine, nar murmur at them, as if ſome ſore Evil had 
hapned to you for your Hurt; bur rather rejoyce under them, 
that God by them 1s aboux to ſcrape and cleanſe you from that 
Heart-naughtineſs which cleaverh ro you 3 and if the Rod ſeems 
to ſmart, do not ſay to God as Fonah did, Fonab 4. 9. 7 do well 
to be angry to Death : Bur rather to ſay with David, Pla. 319.755 
In faithfuln?f ha$t thiu aflifed me. And inſtead of muttering at 
the length or ſtrength of your Affliction, you ſhould reaſon thus ; 
It ſeems chat our Lulls are ſtrong, and our Corruptions arc pe 
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ed faft in us, wh'ch makes our deer Redeemer to put the grear- 


er ſtrength into our AﬀtiAions; for, where the Diſeaſe in a Bo- 


Ay is more maljznant than ordinary, there rhe Ingredients muſt. . 


— 


be the ſtronger in the Medicine to work it forth again : Chrift 


Rod hath done his' Work upon you, then may you expeR the 
removal of it from you, Fa.'4+ 4, 5. When the Lord ſhall have 
with-d away the Filth of the Danghter of Zion, then will be create 
wpan the Dwelling-places thereof, a Cloud and a Strobe by Day, and 
the ſhining of a flaming Fire by Night, and aGlory, with a Defence 
't. | | 
- * Thus you have ſeen what rhe Prieſt was to do, in order to 
the Cleanſing of the Levitical leprous Houſe, and how well ir 
ſhadowed cut the Way, Inſtraments, and Means, which our grear 
Goſpel Hi:h Prieſt uſerh, in Cleanfing of his,Churches from their 
fpirrual Leprofies and Defilements : We now come to a ſecond 
Werk which the Prieſt was to do, 1n order to the preſerving of 
"the Levitical Houſe that was infetted ; his Work was to-puY} out 
the infected Stones thereof, and to pur other Stones in the room 
of chem, Lev. 14+ 40, with 42 Ver. Then the Prief? ſhall conmand 
that they take away the Stones, in which the Plague is, and be fhall 
tabe ether Stones, and put them in the place of thoſe Stones, and he 
fhaZ tike other Mortar and plaiſter the Houſe. a 
Thus you ſee, if ſcraping of the Walls, wherein the InfeRi- 
en lay, would not ſerve the turn, then the infefted Srones muſt 
'be pull-d our, and caſt away into an unclean Place ; which 
Aion, in a moſt lively manner, leads ns to behold rhe facred 


"Order which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt obſerves, in the Cleanfing 
'and keeping Clean cf-lhis Goſpel-churches ; who, in Ike manner, 
IF the Means he hath already vſed wil not do, (as his ſcrapmg 


of them by his Word of Inſtruftion, and rhe fmarting of them 
with his Rod of Corre@ion, ) if nothing of this Means will hea, 


Then our muſt the Stones be pluckr m which che InfeQi- 


, og lay 


- 


* 


T 
" Nuef?. Bur ſome mayack, What, or who may we underſtand 


'by the Stones of Chrift's fpiritual Houſes ? 


_ Af. They are the viſible Members of Chriit's Churches, x 
Pet. 2. 8. Te alfs as lively Stores, are built uh a jpiritual Houſe, an 
holy Ptie#-hd, to offer np (freitual Sacrifices, acceptable to God by 


©" Feſus CbriF. So that the Meaning will amount ro this, That if 


- 
{ 
= 


any of theſe Stones fFall be fo leprous, as that neither the Word 
nor Rod vill procure their Amendment, wherem they walk 
contrary to ſound Defrine,-either in Juſgment or Prattice, 
J hs then 


had rather hs People ſhould be preferved in Brine, rhan rot in. 
Honey; and you may be ſure of this, that when Chriſt by his 
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the Tepcr's Youfe, Cleanſed, 3 
then ought they to be ſeparated from the reſt of their Brerhren, 
by a Church-excommunication. You ſee how clear this appears ' 
the Tipe, the infeRted Stones were to be pulled our of the 
Houſe,to ſhew us thar the- incurable infeted Members of Chriſt's 
Houſe (which Petey calls the Stones thereof) muſt he pulled out 
from thence alſo." * | | | 
From whence Te may obſerve this Nore : 

DoR. That when erdiriary Means have been uſed to reclaim offend- 
ins Church-members, but all to no purpoſe , then is the Church to 
cf out ſuch corrupt Members, by an 47 of Excommuntcation. 

This is tuch a necefary Rule rt» the keeping of the Churches 
clean, that ir 1s an eſtabhſhed Rule by our Saviour himſelf, 
Matt. 18. 15, 16, 17, 18. If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs again# 
thee, go ts him an t-ll him is Fault, berween thee ani bim alone; 
and if be ſhall hear thee, thou hast gained thy Brothers, but if he will 
nat bear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the Mouth 

two or three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed; and if be 

all negle& to bear them, tell it t5 the Church, but if he ſhall neglet# 
to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen Man 1nd Pub- 
lican. The meaning is, let him be caft out of the Church, no 
more to be communed with than a profeſt Pagan, or the worſt 
of Men, unleſs he Repents ; which att of Excommunication, paſt 
upon incurable Offenders, ' you may read ar large in the Corin« 
thian-Church, I Cor. 5. 4, $ Verſes. ; IO 
And as an Addition to this ſevere Corinthian-Excommunicarion, 
which was executed upon the Inceſtuous Perſon, you may read 
what a ſtri& Charge the Apoſtle gives to the Members of this 
Charch, thar if a Brother be known amongſt them, to be a For- 
nicator, - or Covetous, or a Railer, or an [dolater, or a Drut- 
kard, or an Extortianer, not ro keep Company with ſuch a Man. 
Thus you ſee the Point proyed by the Ward of God. 

And ſo we come to rhe Reaſon of nr: - 

The firſt Reaſon is drawn-from the Will of God, God will have 
ir tobeſo : So that a NegleR 1n the doing of this Work by the 
Churches, it will be groſly incxcufable on their Part : The Will 
of Gd in this Marrer, hath been ſufficiently revealed to you a!- 
ready, borh in the Tipe of che Levirical Houſe under the Old 
Teſtament, and by our Saviour's Words under the New, Matt. 
18. 15, 16, 17, 18. wish 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5 Verſes, And it will 
be eſtcemed as our Righreouſneſs, (T mean a Righteouſneſs of 

Sincerity) If we fulfil the Will of God, Mart. 3.215. _ 

Second Reaſon why the Churches. of Chriſt 'ſhould caft our 
;ncurable lcprous PerÞns from amongſt them, is, Becauſe, as by 
rheir Sin they have forſaken their God, they thereby have yaw 
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God cauſe to forſake them ; thereſore-ought the Churches to 


forſake che Company of ſuch roo : The ground of the Churches 


Union one with ancther,. is that viſible Ugjon which they all pras. 


ſefſedly hold ro Jeſus Chriſt, bur when in queward Appearances: 


the Bond ot thar ſacret{ Relacion (which any profeſs they hajd to: 
Chriſt) ceaſeth, then is their viſible Union ro Chriſt diffelyed) 
by it : Becauſe it. was founded and built ugon viſible Holineſs, 
and when viſible Holineſs ceaſcth, the Unian ecaſeth alſa : There- 
fore whoever they are that oppoſe the Father and San, as to 
their Laws and Government,ought to be oppofed by all the Lord's, 
People, Fiat. 139- 21,:22. Do nt IT bate them that hate thee ? 
am nat: [ grieved at them th:t rije up againſt thee ? Tea, T hate theme 
with eperfet# Hatred, I count them my Enemies. | | 

. Third Reaſon : Ir's ſo becauſe God hath promiſed his peculiar 
Preſence amongſt his Churches, Matt. 18, 20. But he will nox 
be in any ſuch Sence with any Church, -bur upon Terms of cheir 
Pyriry,. and that they. keep themielves clean Houſes. to him and 
for his Company, Pſal. 93. 5. Holineſs becometh thine Houſe, O, 
Iard. Men that return (after @ religious Profeſſion made) to 
their old inful Courſe again, are compared to rhe Sow thar 
was once Waſhee, ro Wallow in their old Mire again, and as a 
Dog that licks in his old Vomir : And he ſure of this, that God 
Will nor make his abode with dirty Swine ard filthy Dogs: Theres 
fore if the Churches do not proceed to the Caſting opt of ſuch 
Swme and Dogs from amongit them, -rhey may expe that God 
wall. not continue long amopelt them. | IT 
_ - Fourth Reaſon, why Churches ought to Caſt our cheir irre- 
coverable infected Members, 1s, Becauſe otherwiſe, they may 
be infetied, wich che ſame Infeion themſelves 3 according to the 
old Proverb, One-ſcabbed Sheep may ſpoil 2 whole Flock: 
And doth not the Apdſtic fay as much, 1 Cor. 5. 6. Know ye 
wt that a littl: Leayen, feeveneid the whole Lump ? Pial. 105. 35. 
Toey were as2!ed oanong the Heathen, and learnt their Works. © As 
One rouen & pple may cerrupt a whole Heap, fo may one rotten 
Member corrupt 2 1 Church,.:nothing more dargerous than 
ro be Familiar with Men of corrupt Lives and corrupt Princtples; 
for their Words will Eat as doth a Canker, { feith Paul) of whom 
16.1 menevs. and ' Philetus, 2 Tin 2. 17. If Corab be of a 
tibulear: Spyit himſejf, and over-rgn with Pride and Envy, 
hequickly draweth go leſs rhan two hundred and fifry Princes of 
the Congregation into his Conſpiracy, to their utter Ruine, 
Narh. 16.3, 2- with the 35 Verie. 
< ye E:frhly and Laſtly, The Reaton 4 hy the Churches are to call 
our aber polluiegNembers,ts, That tho: of them who belong to 
A y (2. 
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made the fitter tor che Building ar latt: Iris 4 common Saying; 
That a Bone once hroken, if well fer again, is ſtronger it! thar 
part than ever it was before : This is that merciful End which 
God aims at towards ſotne, (who are habitually living Stones) 
in arid:by their Excommunication. To this Purpoſe ir will not 
be amiſs to read the Inſtitution, 1 Cor. $+ 4, $+ In the Name of onn 
Fefus Chriit; when: ye are. gathered together, and my Spirit with the 
Power of our Loyd: Feſus ChriSt, to deliver ſuch a one unto Satans 
fir the DeſtruSion of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſaved in the 
' Day of the Lard Fiſus. Mark the words,':That the Spirit mighs 
be 1aved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus3. char. is, ar the great and 
laſt Day, whet he ſhall come in flaming: Fire to Judge! borh 
Quick and Dead. $0 that you ſee, char Gotl cuts off fome of Hs 
here 1n this Life, that chey may notbe cutoff from the Life which 
1s to. come 53 he will caſt ſome our of: the.Church milirang,: thax 
they may not be caſt off from rhe Church trmtnphent : God de« 
livers the Soul (by this Ordinance): inta the hands of Sarad for 4 
rime, that thereby he might deliver him front the Power of [5 
ran for ever ; though the Means applied be ſharp, yet ir being . 
bleſt of God to thar end, the Effect, you ſee. will be' goods: grit 
cious.and profitable : Oh the depths bath of the Riches of. the 
Grace, Wiſdom, and Counſel of God, which appeats in this 
thing ! How unicarchable are his Judgments, and his Ways peſt 
finding our ! + JULI 20906! 
Thus having given you the Reaſons of che Point, we,nexr 
come to Apply ir : , 27 2689; 

'Uſe, Let what hath been ſaid upon this Head lead us to-a Uſe 
of Lamentation; How may we take up the Apoſile's Complaine 
of old, and apply ir ro our ſelves, Phil. 2. 21. For all ſeek there 
exn, and not the things of Jeſus Chrif, So, how few are there 
which do truly value the Hunour of Jeſus Chriſt jn this _—_ 
namely, in labouring to keep the ſpiritual Houſes of our Lord 
clean and pure ? How have we loſt that ancient primitive Spis 
rit, in cafting our che inceſtuous Perſan ? Where is that ſcre> 

ing of the Walls, and pulling out the infefted Stones of God's 

ouſes, which have their Leproſies viſibly upon them ? How 
are our faichful Feremiah's ceaſed, that would put a difference 
berween the Precious and the Vile? Fer. 15. 19. Where:are 
our reforming N-hemiah's, who fo ſtourly refuted che Sarballats, 
and Tobiah's (Men of untound Principlcs) to build the Houſe 
of God wich them ? Neh. 2. 19 20. Where are our zealous 
Pauls, who are ready to deliver over to Satan the Zymen:wſer 


and Alexanders thar ſhail dare co Blaſpheme ? x Tim. 1» 20, How 
is 
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ts the Glory of Reformation gone to the Grave, with theſe fd- 
mous Worthies? For want of whoſe Zeal for the Truth, how are 
the Vines of God degenerated into wild Fig-trees, and his 
Trees of Righteouſnets (1m many places} turned intoTrees of Rot- 
tenneſs ? Have we nor cauſe to run to the Graves and Tombs of 
thoſe deceaſed Worthies, Moſes, Samuel, David, Nehemiah, Fere- 
miaband Paul, with the reſt of our Church-reformers, beſeech- 
Ing them ail ro ariſe from'their Graves again, to put their helpful 
Hands, to the reforming of our diſordered Churches, in the pul« 
ling out of the leprous* Stones, which have infe&ed the Walls 
of to many of the Houſes of God in our Land, which hath made 
the SanQuarics of the'Lord both unſafe and unpleafanr, for che 
ſounder fort of Chriſtians ro abide in them? Oh! if the Graves 
of the Dead wili nor hear-our bitter Complaints, where ſhall we 
go to find our any Healers, that will cloſe up our Wounds, re- 
pur our Breaches, and make clean our leprous Houſes, rhat we 
may with' more pleaſure and fafery inhabit in them ? Bur, alas ! 
how is the Gold of our Z/on's become dim ! How is the moſt 
find Gold changed, andthe Stones of the SanRuary poured our 
in the top of every Streer:! Oh ! how lamentable is 1t, thar ſome 
Churches that were the 'perfeRion of Beauty, and the joy of our 
Landy are now, in many places, fo polluted and defiled,. thar 
they are become the Objects of Grief and Sorrow to many thous 
fands of ſound-hearted Chriftians; and . thar which: adds to 
their Grief is, that there is not one Neh:777ab ro be found ina 
Country, that zealouſty concerns himſelf about theſe things, 
either ro remedy ir, or labour to be helpful in ir; bur inftea® 
thereof, the moſt of Men fall! upon the Work of bu:]ding up the 
Honour, Digni:y, and Wealth of their own Houſes. Is this 
Mens Love to Jeſus Chrif ? 15 this their Fai:hfulneis ro their 
Lord and Maſter ? And had they the Houtes of God comm.rred 
to their Care for no orher evd and purpaſe, but to tet them lye 
In their leprous Uncleanneis, whileſt rhemlielves are . building 
their own ceiled Houſes, art the coſtiieſt and cleaneſt Race they 
can invent and imagine ? Will this Work endure the fiery Trial 
ac the great Day of Account ? : 

2d Uſe, Is for Canrion to thoſe, who vet have nor jo 

themſclves ro any particular Church : Eeware then amongſt 
whom you lift your ſelves for Church-communion, etpect- 
ally where Diſcipline is openly neglected ; be ſure of this; 
thar the Leaven of Sin and Wickednets remains a Leaven to be 
avoided ro this day, and the danger of leaping into leaprous 
Houſes is as greac as ever 5 and the more reimed a Church 


outwardly ſcems to be, yet if Wickednets do allowedly lodge 
| 12 
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the Teper's Youſe, Cleanſed. $9- 
M it, the more dangerous will ſuch a Society be to you : 
The Church of Rome hath a Golden Cup, but the Poyſon of 
Alps was in it; You would account it a high piece of pre- 
ſumption againſt God, ſhould you adventure to lodge in a Houſe 
infeted with the Plague or Leprojie, when you may be enter- 
tained in other Houſes which are free from ſuch Diſeaſes, and 
are willing to receive you ; and wy!l you be lefs careful where 
to houie and harbour your Souls? Therefore make your Choice 
of holy Societies and well-governed Congregations, then may 
you expect the Bleſling of God upon you, and his Preſence with 
'YJOu. | 


PART 


I'w we come to the lat Particular abt the Leprous Houſe, namely, 
That if nothing of th? forementi:n2d Means uſed bythe Prieft for the 
Cure of the Hſe would avail, then was the Houſe to be demoliſhed 
and levelled with the Ground. 


| hr 14. 43, with 4s Verſe, And if the Plague ceme again and 

break our: in the Houſe, after that he hath taken away the Stones 
after that ke hath ſcraped the Houſe, and after it is plaiftered, 
then ſhall be break down the Fuſe, the Stones thereof and the 
Timber there:f, and ail the Mortar of the Hauſe, and he ſhall car- 
ry them forth out of the Citz into an unclean place, 

This leads us to behold the end of all polluted and impenitencr 
Churches, who wilfully perſiſt in their Impenicency z when 
they hold faſt rheir Iniquitics ard refuſe to return, as the Pro- 
pher ſpeaks, Fer. 8. 5. Then the next thing to be done is, they 
wuſt be pulled in pieces and caſt down to the Ground, they 
ſhall ſtand no longer, the great High Prieſt will root them up, 
even to the laſt Foundation Stone; what he commanded the Le- 
virical Prieft ro do to the Levitical Leprous Houſe, when no 
means would heal ir, pil zt down to the Grand, the fame will he 
cauſe to be done to his Goſpel poluted Church, which refuſeth ro 
be healed, Rev. 18. 21. Thus with wwolence ſhall Babylon that great 
City be thrown dawn. | 

From whence we may obſerye this Note for our Information: 

Dott. That when no Means uſed will heal and help the Zeprous 
Churches of Chriſt, then will Chrift unchurch ſuch Churches again. 
+ In che handling of this Poor, I ſhall firſt prove it ; 21y, Shew 
you wha: that Infetion is which will endanger the unchurching 
o; Chriſt's Churches ; 2ly, Give you the Reaſons of ic; And gly, 
apply the whole. 

Firſt, For the Preof of this Point, you ſee how evident this 
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appears from the Type it ſelf, where command was given for 
the pulling dovn the Levirical Houſe, when ſcraping of the Walls 
nor pui!:ng our of the Stones would avail torhe cleanſing of ir: 
And th1s holds as true in the Anti-Type, How ſeverely did God 
make this good upon his Old Teſtament Houſe ? Behold (faith 
Chriſt) I ſent unto you wiſe Men, and Prophets, and Scribes, 
tome of them ye ſcourged, ſome ye have perſecuted, and kil- 
led others of rhem, Matth. 23. 24. The ſending of thefe Prophets, 
wite Men, and Scribes ro them was in order to their Healing, bur 
they would nor be healed ; then mark what followed kereupon, 
Verie 28. Bebld your Howes ts left unto you deſolate. 

So 1f you confider the teven Afran Churches, afrer they began 
to be Leprous, Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4 -Pergamos, verſes 14, 15. Thy- 
attra, wverie 20, Sardis, Chap3.2,3. and Laod'cea, were 15, 16, 17. 
Unro ail theſe Churches v as Fobn the Divine ſenr, as a means to 
hea! them, by bringing them to Reperrance, but becauſe they 
received no benefit by ir,at length how hath che grear High Prieſt 
of Heaven and Earch pulled them all ro pieces and thrown them 
flat ro the Ground ? And what hath he done leſs to the Church of 
Corinth, Galatia, Ph:li3pi, Theſſal»nica, and the Church of Rome, 
' bur broke them all down to the Duſt, with the Stones thereof, 
and the Timber thereof, and the Mortar chereof, and hath cau- 
ied it ro be carried our of the City into an unclean place ; for 
what uncleaner place can there be, than to lye in the Dregs of 
AMibyretiim 2 which is the condition cf moſt of the Eaftern 
Churches to this day. 

Here is on? thing more to be obſerved, That this Levirical 
Rubbiſh muſt be carried without the City, which City was a Type 
of Chriſt's reformed Churches on Earth in Goſpel-times,for ſo are 
the Churches of Chriſt compar'd, Pial.122.3. Feru/a/em 15 builded 
as a City compa& togethzr, which ſheveih us thus much, That 
ſuch Churches as are left and forſaken by Jeſus Chrift, ought to 
be abandoned by the whole Ciry of God. 

What though ſuch Churches (with Sardis |) may havea Name 
to live, and may vainly glory in their ancient Title, of being 
once named a Church of Chrift ; yer tn as much as they have 
loſt the viral Spirit of a Church, in ceaſing ro hold Union with 
Chriſt, the true Head, they thereby forfeic their right of Fellow- 
| fhip co the true Churches of Chritt : alſo, Hoſea 4. 17. Ephraire 
7s pred to Idols, let him alone. 

Thus you ſee the Point proved, and ſo we come to fhew you. 
what kind of Polution it is, (which if Churches periift in ) will 
endanger their being unchurched again. 

Firſt of all, a umverſal decay in their Love to Chrift and one 
another, ſa ſaith Diadate, in his Annorations vpoa Ryv, 2. 4 by 
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deed there may be aq abatement of Love ro Chriſt, in ſome par- 
ricular Perſons in a Church, and yer: no danger of the whole 
Churches kein : unchurched ; God js fo juſt and rightequs, that 
he will nt lay the;Stroke upon the whole Charch, when the 
Guilt 1s only chargable upon the leiſer number, Ezek. 18. 20. 
The Soul that ſinneth it ſhall dte, 

Bur if ir be the Sin of the Church in general, to fall back in 
their Love to Chriſt and one another, this 1s a dangerous ſtep ro 
the unchurching of ſuch a Church: Read the threarning of Chriſt 
in this caſe, R-v. 2- 4, $+ Becauſe thou ba$ left thy firſÞ Love, re- 
member thertfore from whence thou art fallen and repent, and d the 
firft 42-bs, or elie I will come unto thee quickly, and will remyve thy 
Candleftich out of his place, except thou repent. | 

2. Ana{lowed Spiric of Formality and Lukewarmnels,js ano- 
ther Sin which may endanger the unchurching of a Church of 
Chriſt ; this frame of Spirit 1s very dangerous, if ir be found in a 
particular Soul ; a tormal indifferent frame of Heart in a Chriſti- 
an,js not only a bad fign bur a bad diſtemper, ir's ike rhe Plague- 
ſpors appearing before death, and the diſtemper is like an Ague 
in the Body, which proves the foundation {ſometimes of many 
other moral Diſeaſes which ſucceed afterwards. 

The like is as true of a prevailing formal lukewarm Spirit in 2 
Chriſtian, ir uſhers into the Soul ſeveral other ſpiritual Maladies : 
when Ephraim became like a Cake nor turned, Hoſea 9. 8. that 
is, as we uſe to fay, half baked, v7z. formal and luke-warm, then 
ſuddenly it became proud, idolatrous, treacherous and rebellious 
againſt God, H:ſza $. 11. with cvap. g, 10, So that if thisevil 
frame of Hearr in a particular Chrittian, be fo dereſtable to God, 
how much more diireliſhing ro God, muft a whole Society of 
Chriſtians be, where this evil ſpirir reigns in the power of it, 
eſpecially when this Diſeaſe in a whole Church is become ſo ma- 
1ignanrt,thart ir expels the Virrue of all good Means thar ſhall be 
applied for the recovery of i: ? This greatly endangers the pul- 
ling down of ſuch a Church. 

Rev. 3. 16. So then becauſe thu art Inbe-warm, neither hat nar 
cold, I will ſpue thee out of ms Mouth. | 

3+ The third Sin which endangers the unchurching ofa Church 
of Chriſt, is the fin of profeſſed Idolarry, Ephraim is joyned to Tavls, 
let him alone. Idoiatry is a violating of the Marriage- Covenant 
berwixt a Church and Chriſt, and a defiling of the Marriage-Bed; 
which finin a Wife called fora Biil of Divorce, to divorce the 
Wife from her Husband, Matth. s. 22. So that in Seriprure, Ido- 
larry alfo is called Whoredom, Exzeb. 16. 20. And 1t 1s called 
playing the Harlot, Fer. 2. 25. Now as the Law allowed a Man 
ro pur away his Wife for the fin of Whoredom, fa tor the fin of 
Idolatry, which 15a ſpiritual Whoredom, will J<ſus Chrift pur 
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away a whole Church from him, unlefs ir repents, Z5ſea 1. 5. 
with$ and grth verſes. 

4. A fourth Sin which helps forward the unchurching of a 
Church of Chriſt,* is the Looſnelſs and Profaneneſs of ir: rhis kind 
of finning was charged upon che ten Tribes, as the ground of 
Chriſt's unchurching of chem, and caſting them our of kis fighr, 
though once a People in Covenanc with him, #of. 7. 3, 4, 5. They 
make th: King glad with their wichedneſ-, and the Princes with their 
lies, they are all adalterers as an Oven b-ated by the Baker, why 
ceaſeth from rifing after be hath Lnead?d the Dough, until it be leaven- 
el. SoVerſ. 2. They conſider mt in their Hearts, that I remember all 
their wickedne)s, now Yth-ir d»tngs bave beet them about, they are be- 
fore my face : but becauſe of the unreclaimable looſeneſs and pro- 
faneneſs of this Church, Chriſt ac laſt utcerly renounceth them, 
E7of. 1. g. Then ſaid God, call his name Loamm:, for ye are nt my 
Pe: ple, and I will not be your Gol, 

The. great reaſon why Chriſt cakes a People into a Covenant- 
relation wich himſelf, 15 upon Terms of their Holine's, 

Levit 19. 1, 2. And the Lord ſpabe wrt» Moſes, ſaying, fh2xk unto 
all th: Congrezation of the Ch:laren of Iſrael, and ſay uti» them, ye 
ſhall be holy, for I the Lord your God am bly. 

If ever Chriſt chuſeth any to be his peculiar People, it ſhall 
be opon the ſame Terms which he redeemed them by his Bloud, 
and that was to be a peculiar People co him, zealous of good 
Works, T:t.2. 14. But then when tha: viiible Ho!inrfs cealcth ro 
be in a Church, which was che round of rhar viſthle Union 
which was berwixt Chriſt and them at firſt, the Union berwixc 
them tis diffolyed. 

Fer. * 9. with the 15th Verſe, WI! you ftea!, marder, and com- 
mr adultery, and ſwear falls, and barn incenſ> anto Baxl, and walb 
after other gods who ye brow not, and c:me and jtand before me in 
this hnuſe, which is called by my Namegand ſav, W are delivered to 0» 
al rej abwninations ; S015 vert. I will calf y:4 oat of my ſight, as 


1 ca$ cut all yzur Brethren, even tre whole Seed of Ephraim. 


Tims you ſee wha: the Sins are which do (6 pollute and dcfile 
the Churches of Chriit, as do greatly endanger rheir being un- 
churched again : therefore where we find ſuch Pollurion reigning 
in Churches, it's good to avoid them 3 and ſo we come to the 
Reaſons of the Paint. - 

The firſt Reaion why Chriſt will unchurch Leprous Churcies, 
which will not be healed, is, becauſe he will thereby admoniſh 
all otzer Churches, that they may hear and fear, and do no more 
{9 wickediy, . 

Rev. 2. 21, with 23. I gave ber ſpace fo ripent of ber frirtcation 
ar” ſoe repented nt, I'wit kill bes Coiliron wer dah, and all the 
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Churches ſhall know that I am he which ſearcheth the Reins and 
Hearts, and 1 will gize unto every one of you accoramng to. your 
works. | 

| 00 trerity updn ſome Offenders, will make others the 
more afraid co cffcend ; when the angry Farker takes up the ot- 
feading Child ro corrcR ye, this makes the reit of the Children 
ro quake and rremble, 

The ſecond Reaſon, Ir is fo, becauſe Chriſt will perform the 
Truſt which is repoſed in him by his Father, wich relation to 
the Churches, and chat with the greateſt circumſpection : all the 
Churches of Chriſt in the World, were originally che Fathers, 
Joha 19. 6. Thne they were, and thu gavest them t1 me : That is, 
the Father gave them ro Chriſt, to be kept, warch'd over, go- 
verned and ruled in his Father's Namc, as Verſ.i 3. ſheweth ; and 
one ſpecial purpoſe why the Facher hath <ntrufted Chriſt with 
the care of his Churches, is, that God might have truirful ſervice 
from them , John 15. $8. In this is my Fatber glorified, that you 
bear much frutt. The Church 1s God's Vineyard, and Chriſt 1s 
made the Viae-dreiſer of it, with this Commiilion, That if any 
of the Vines proves fo rotten, that inſtea4 of brmging forth of 
good Fruit, they bring forth norhing bur wild Grapes; then 
muſt he cur down ſuch unfruicful Vines, Ifa. 5. 1, 2. with Verſ 5. 
My Beloved hath a Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill, and he lobed that 
#t ſhould bring Grapes, and it brought forth wild Grapes ; naw I will 
tell you what 1 will do to my Vineyard, TI will take away the Helze 
theresf, and it ſhall be eaten up, and 1 will break down the ill there- 
of, and it ſhall be trodden down. 

And this Truſt our Lord Jeſus diſchargerh with a wor'd of Ju- 
tice on each hand); fi:ſt of all,he diſchargeth this Truſt in order 
ro the making of his Vineyard fruittul, Iſa. 27. 2, 3. I that day 
ſing ye to hzr a Vinzyard of red Winz 3, I the Lord dv Leep it, T wil 
water it every moment, left any hurt it, I will beep i night ard day. 
Secondly, And he 15 as righteous to fulfil his Commiſtion upon 
them, if they prove unfruirfu!, Verſ. 5. of the 25th Chapter, For 
he bringeth down them that dwell on high, the lefty City he Layeth I:w, 
he layeth it [aw even ta the Graund, he bring-th it even tothe Du + 
So rhatif Churches will not be Trees of Righreouſneſs, . Chriſt 
will fell them to the Ground for Trees of Rorttenneſs ; if they 
will not yield him Fruir for his Father's Table, they muſt be Fuct 
for his Father's Fire, Luke 3. 9g, Now the Ax is !a:d to the r:9t of 
the Tree, every Tree therefore which bringeth nat ferth 201d fruit, 
hewn down ard caſt into the Fire, 

Chriftis his Fathers Servant in this great Work, and the Will 
_ of His Father he muſt and will do, both in the preſervation 07 

tore, or deſtruthion of other of !:is Thurches in thi> Life, accord- 
ing 
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ng as they prove cither fruirful or unfruirful in his ſight; for he 
came not to dohis own Will, but the Will of him that ſent him, 
Fobn 6. 28. 

The third Reaſon. It muſt be ſo, becauſe Chriſt will manifeſt 
toll the World the Righteouſneſs of his Government over his 
Churches wh1lſt here on Earth. In [.5. 6. it's faid, that the Go- 
vernment ſhall be upon his Shoulder, 4nd his Name ſhail be 
called the wonderful Counſellor ; and as it ſhall not be ſaid,that ſo 
wonderful a Counſellor Rules mdiſcreetly, ſo neither ſhall it be 
ſaid, that he rules his Churches unrighteouſly : Ir is faid, thar 
Chriſt cur Lord will order his Kingdom, and eſtabliſh ir with 
Judgment and Juitice for ever; therefore let thoſe Churches 
vw hich will not be ſubj<& to the Government and Diicipline of 
this gh Governour, know their doom, Dex*. 32. 20, 21, 22, 
22,24, 25- And when the Lord ſaw it, he abiorred them, becauſe 
ef th: provoking of his Sons and of his Dvughters ; and he ſaid, Iwil 
kide my Face fron them, I will ſee what their end ſhall be, for 
they ar? @ very froward Generatimn, Children in whom is no Faith ;, 
they bave moved me to jealouſre with that which 1s no God ; thy have 
prewhed me to arger with their vanities, and I will move them to 
jealzuſie with th:ſe which are nit a Pevple: 1 will provoke them to an- 
ger by a fov'iſh Nation, for a fire ts hirdled in m» anger and ſhall burn 
t9 the loweft Hell, and ſhall conſume the earth with her increaſe, and 
ſhall ſet on fire the foundation of the Mountains ,, 1 will heap miſchief 
upan them, I will ſrend my Arrows upon them, they ſhall be burnt with 
Funger, and deveured with a barning heat, and with bitter d:ſtrufi- 
en; I will [end therzerh of wild Beaft upsn them, with the pyſn of 
Serpents of the duſt, the ſword without and terror within ſhall de- 
ftray thy young Men,and theVirgin, the Suchling a1, with the Man 
ef gray Zairs. This will our Lord do to his polluted Churches, 
ro vindicate his rigiteouſnels 1n the Government which he ex- 
e:ciſeth over them. 7} 51: © 

So that I ſhall conclade wittt this hearry Prayer, That God 
would give you rhe Spirit of Wi:dom andiRevelation in rhe know- 
tedge of theie things, that ſo you might have a clear diſcerning 
of the fatal Rume which is like ro light upon our Luke-warm 
Ccngregations, who have rhe Leprofie of ſo much Formality 
vpon them, who with Sardis have a Name to live, but are dead, 
and rha: you may be of the few Names in Sardis, which have 
rot detiled your Garments, and having your Lamps trimmed, 
vour Lights burning, and Garments ſhining, and fo accounted 
worthy to wa's in white with your dear Lord Jeſus, both now 
and for cvermore. Armen. 
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